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Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No. 768
P.O. Box 662

Athens, Alabama 35612

Check out our website at: www.scv768.org

��������	�
�����

�������
�
��

��
�����
�������
���

�����
������
�����
�����

   Confederate Memorial Day
April 26

State Holiday
April 23

Confederate Monument, Limestone County



The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is
published monthly. It is available
online at www.scv768.org and from
the editors e-mail list. If you want to
be added to the list and receive the
newsletter, send an e-mail to
CSA54thAla@aol.com with Hobbs
subscribe in the subject line. Provide
me with a current e-mail address and
you will be added to the list. If you
have upcoming camp events that you
would like advertised please notify
me by the 25th of the month.

Editor
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 Compatriots,

Well it is April and Confederate History and Heritage
Month as proclaimed by Governor Bob Riley and the
Alabama State Board of Education.  It pleases me to let
you know that Compatriot Charles Kilpatrick should have
a poster in “EVERY” school in Athens and Limestone
county schools.  He has also put one in each public library
in the County.  He has done a great job and needs to be
commended for his efforts.

The Hobbs camp is planning on having our annual
Confederate Memorial Service on Sunday April 22nd at
2pm in the Confederate Circle in the City Cemetery.  Our
guest speaker will be Mrs. Doris Welch and following the
service the ladies from the Virginia Clay Clopton Chapter
of the UDC from Huntsville will have refreshments
immediately following the event at the Alabama Veterans
Museum for a short meet and greet.  Please plan on
attending this service we need full camp participation so
we can spread the good word about the Sons of
Confederate Veterans and the UDC to the community.

I would also like to welcome Dan Holland, David Johnson
and Tracy Tyler to the Hobbs camp.  David and Tracy
received their membership card and certificate at our
March meeting.  They will be very valuable members and
I look forward to working with them in the future.  We
also welcomed seven year old Jake Strain to the SCV and
the Hobbs camp as our very first Cadet member.  If you
have any questions about the qualifications and eligibility
requirements please see one of the Camp officers and we
will gladly explain them to you.  In the future when we
get a few more Cadets we are going to have little outings
for them on Saturday mornings.

Deo Vindice

Tom Strain
Camp Commander

Captain Thomas H. Hobbs #768

Officers of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No. 768

Sons of Confederate Veterans

Commander
Tom V. Strain         256- 729-8501

1st Lt. Commander
Jimmy Hill  256-233-3366

2nd Lt. Commander
Jason B. Thomas  256-233-8987

Adjutant
Michel W. Kelley  256-230-0255

Chaplain
Dwight Banta  256-233-3848

Officers of the Colonel Stephen F. Hale
Chapter No. 57

Military Order of the Stars and Bars

Commander
Jay Whitehead                          256-603-9032

Adjutant
Jason B. Thomas                      256-233-8987
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The Hobbs Camp Cemetery Crew met on March 3rd to clean up the Adams Cemetery. This
cemetery was one of the first we tried to map and it was so overgrown we were unable to
complete the mapping. A lot of the vegetation was down due to the winter weather and in a
short two hours time we had made amazing progress. Mrs. Adams came by and was moved
to tears to see the work we had done.

On April 14th we will be finishing the City Cemetery. We will meet at 8 AM at the main
entrance to map and photograph the cemetery. At noon we will begin the placement of
gravestones in the Confederate Circle and the remainder of the cemetery that we currently
have on hand. Each stone weighs 230 pounds so we definitely need some help.

We will be beginning phase II of the cemetery project on the 14th. We will place an order for
stones this month and will continue ordering so that they arrive on a monthly basis until we
finish replacing the stones all over the county.

Below are before and after shots of the Adams Cemetery.
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Memorial Park Museum Dedication

The Confederate Memorial Park Museum
Dedication has been set for 10 AM Saturday,
April 28, 2007, at the museum at Confederate
Memorial Park, located at Mountain Creek near
Marbury. There will be refreshments (desserts
and drinks) furnished by the Alabama Division
UDC. The Ole Towne Brass Band from
Huntsville will play, and there will be a lot of
dignitaries there for this prestigious event.
The park is the site of the only state sponsored
Confederate Veterans "old soldier" retirement
home in Alabama. There is a lot of history
there, and it will be depicted in the new
museum. The park is about 25 miles north of
Montgomery off I-65. It can be reached from
the South at exit 186 or from the North at exit
205. Just follow the signs.

Of importance to the Alabama Division SCV, it
has been promised that as soon as the new
museum is open, the old museum structure will
be handed over to the Division for use as a
research library, reading room, and meeting
room. The Division has secured a large
collection of books on the War Between the
States from Past Division Commander Bill
Scott. This collection will be added to by
donations from other Division members, most
especially from current Division Commander
Leonard Wilson, who has been in the forefront
of the development of this library. Donated
decorations or books should be directed to:

 Commander Wilson
 PO Drawer G,
 Townley, AL 35587
(cell: 205-522-6235).

Submitted by:
Leonard Wilson
Alabama Division Commander

Upcoming Events

April 12 – The Huntsville Civil War
Roundtable will host a program on the
Sultana disaster. Elks Lodge 7 PM.

April 13-14 – Reunion in Athens of the
descendants of the survivors of the
Sultana.

April 21 – Winston County Heritage
Ball and Banquet. Haleyville
Elementary School, 6PM. Contact Steve
Turner at 205-486-5543 for more info.

April 22 – Confederate Memorial Day
Celebration, Magnolia Cemetery,
Mobile. Semmes Camp #11

April 22 – Confederate Memorial Day
Celebration, Confederate Circle, Athens
City Cemetery, 2 PM. Hobbs Camp and
UDC.

April 23 – Confederate Memorial Day
Celebration, Montgomery. State
Capitol. 10 AM.

April 26 – Confederate Memorial Day
Celebration, Decatur City Cemetery.
1 PM. Sons of Liberty Camp and UDC.

April 26 – Confederate Memorial Day
Celebration, Hunstville. Maple Hill
Cemetery, 6 PM. Jones Camp and UDC

April 28 – Opening of Confederate Park
Near Marbury, Ala. 10 AM.

May 11 – A Night with Forrest.
Ross Moore and Dr. Michael Bradley.
Fundraiser for the Forrest Boyhood
Home. McCandless Hall, Athens State
University. 7 PM. Tickets are $10.

May 20 – Grave dedication service.
Graham Cemetery, Mount Olive Rd.,
Gardendale, Al. 2 PM. Contact Albert
Snow at fireman286@wmconnect.com
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The March meeting was held on March 15th at 7 PM at the Veterans
Museum. We had 25 in attendance with several guests. We installed
two new camp members at this meeting, David Johnson and Tracy
Tyler. We also welcomed our first Cadet member. Seven year old Jake
Strain was on hand to receive his certificate and medal. This new
program is being started at the camp and we have leads on several
young men to get the cadet program up and running.
Chris Paysinger presented our program for the evening.
Chris teaches advanced history at Sparkman High School. Chris is also

a graduate student at the University of Alabama in Huntsville and is active in the
community with a variety of things. The topic for his presentation was “Union war policy
and its effects on the citizens of Athens”. This is a tie in to the ransacking of Athens by
Colonel Turchin. Chris has written a paper on this for the Alabama Association of
Historians.

Business handled at the meeting included the camp voting on purchasing the Hobbs Journal
for future speakers gifts, the May 11th “A night with Forrest” event, the June 2nd BBQ at
Commander Strains for the restoration of Beauvoir and the upcoming road trip to Shiloh.
The trip to Shiloh will be on April 7th. We will meet at the Family Life Center of First
Baptist Church and leave promptly at 8 AM. If you are interested in going contact Jimmy
Hill at 233-3366 or 508-9457 or by e-mail at CSA54thAla@aol.com . The 7th is the 145th

anniversary of the second day of the battle. It always means more to visit the battlefield on
an anniversary day that any other time of the year. At times especially at dusk you can feel
the presence of those men who fought and died on that hallowed ground.
Our speaker for May will be Jerry Barksdale and he will continue the theme on the
occupation of Athens.
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Most of you are aware that there is a new Division T-Shirt available.
It features the SCV license plate on the back and the Alabama State flag on the front. The
shirts are available through Tom Strain. He will bring the shirts to the March meeting but
he requests that you contact him to place an order so he does not have to bring several
boxes and then take them back home. Contact Tom online at tom@ssnurseries.com or at the
phone number on the front page of the newsletter.
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April 07  -     Camp trip to Shiloh. This is the 145th anniversary of the
                      battle. We will leave from the Family Life Center of the

    First Baptist Church at 8 AM. Contact Jimmy Hill at
    233-3366 or at CSA54thAla@aol.com for more info.

April 14  -     Cemetery crew meets at the Athens City Cemetery to
    finish mapping the cemetery. Be there at 8 AM.
    We will set the gravestones at 12 noon in the cemetery.

April 19  -      Regular scheduled Camp meeting at 7 PM at the
     Alabama Veterans Museum located on Pryor St.
     Jerry Barksdale will be our featured speaker.

April 22  -      Confederate Memorial Service, 2 PM at the Confederate
     Circle at the City Cemetery.

April 23  -      Confederate Memorial Service, 10 AM at the State
     Capitol, Montgomery.

April 28-        Confederate Memorial Park Dedication at 10 AM.
                       Located near Marbury, Alabama. See article above

     for more information and directions.

May 11-         “A Night with Forrest”. Dr. Michael Bradley and Ross
                       Moore perform at Athens State University, 7 PM.

     Contact Jimmy Hill or Mike Kelley for tickets.

June 02-         Jefferson Davis Birthday Celebration. An ol’ fashion
     BBQ will be held at the Elk River. Richard Flowers,
     Curator of Beauvior will be our guest speaker. Contact
     Tom Strain for more info.

June 8-10 -     Annual Alabama Division Reunion, Anniston, Alabama

July 25-28 -   National Reunion, Mobile, Alabama
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Corp. John H. Huffman
Co. F, 2nd Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Rodney Huffman

Pvt. William R. Hamner
Co. A, 19th Louisiana Infantry
Ancestor of Rodney Huffman

Lt. Thomas J. Evans
1st Alabama Artillery
Ancestor of Andy Jackson

Pvt. Jefferson Kelley
Clanton’s Battery
Alabama Light Artillery
Ancestor of Michael Kelley

Pvt. Jacob E. Campbell
Co. B, 57th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Michael Kelley

Pvt. Denman Helms
Co. C, 39th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Michael Kelley

Pvt. Deshabo D. Dubose
Co. A, 45th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Michael Kelley

Pvt. Albert Bailey Hill
Co. A, 5th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Jimmy Hill

Sgt. Edward Smith
Co. B, 54th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Jimmy Hill

Pvt. John A. Hogan
3rd Tennessee Infantry
Ancestor of Jimmy Hill

Pvt. Milton Tanksley
Co. B, 4th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Jimmy Hill

Sgt. George W. Kilpatrick
Co. E, 23rd Arkansas Infantry
Ancestor of Billy Kilpatrick

Pvt. Thomas S. Kilpatrick
32nd Regiment Arkansas Inf.
Ancestor of Charles Kilpatrick

Pvt. William A. Kilpatrick
4th Regiment Mississippi Cav.
Ancestor of Charles Kilpatrick

Pvt. John W. Kilpatrick
Co. F, 9th Battallion
Tennessee Cavalry
Ancestor of Charles Kilpatrick

Pvt. James A. Kilpatrick
48th Regiment. Tenn. Cavalry
Ancestor of Charles Kilpatrick

Pvt. William A. Kilpatrick
Co. C, 2nd Tennessee Cavalry
Ancestor of Charles Kilpatrick

1st Sgt. Robert Adams
6th (Wheelers) Tennessee Cav.
Ancestor of Mark Curley

Sgt. James Thomas Adams
3rd Tennessee Inf. (Clack’s)
Ancestor of Mark Curley

Pvt. Lewis Adams
3rd Tennessee Inf. (Clack’s)
Ancestor of Mark Curley

Pvt. Nathaniel Greeson
Co. F, 9th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of David Abernathy

Pvt. William A. Sterling
Co. E, Lewis’ Batt. Ala. Cav.
Ancestor of David Abernathy

Pvt. Thomas L. Strain
Co. K, 7th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Hugh Strain,
Tommy Strain Sr.,
Tom Strain Jr, Nick Strain,
Cordy Strain and Jake Strain

Pvt. David M. Gordon Sr.
11th Alabama Cavalry

Brig. Gen. George W. Gordon
11th Tennessee Infantry

Both of these men are the
ancestors of Tommy Strain Sr.
Tom Strain Jr., Nick Strain,
Cordy Strain and Jake Strain

Pvt. Robert Elliott
Co. G, 35th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Bobby Holman

Corp. William R. Hanserd Sr.
Co. F, 9th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Bob Hanserd

Pvt. William R. Hanserd Jr.
Co. C, 9th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Bob Hanserd

Pvt. Coleman H. Coffman
Co. H, 50th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of David Johnson

Pvt. Samuel J. Abernathy
Co. B, 50th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of David Abernathy

Sgt. W.C. Haney
Co. E, 4th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of David Abernathy
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    Above: David Johnson, Tracy Tyler, Cmdr Tom Strain
                                                            Left: Cadet Jake Strain and Cmdr Tom Strain

Pvt. Joseph A. Adams
Co. G, 35th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Tracy Tyler

Pvt. Edward L. Estes
Co. A, 3rd Tennessee Infantry
Ancestor of Buzz Estes

Pvt. William Hasting
10th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Jimmy Hill

2nd Lt. John McLung Moore
Co. F, 4th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Jimmy Hill

Pvt. John F. Green
Co. K, 35th Mississippi Inf.
Ancestor of Paul Green

Pvt. Benjamin Ogden Tallent
Co. C, 3rd Mississippi Cavalry
Ancestor of Mike Broadway

Private Seborn Thornton
Co. F, 59th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Ron Morris

Private James Calabe Wilhite
Co. D, 5th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Ron Morris

Pvt. Andrew Pickens Roden
Co. K, 9th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Chris Cornelius

Pvt. Thomas J. Watkins
Co. H, 4th Tennessee Infantry
Ancestor of Paul Green

Major James W. Martin
Co. C, 9th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of Richard Martin

Captain John Nelson Martin
Co. D, 35th Alabama Infantry
Ancestor of Richard Martin

Joseph Jones Martin
Co. H, 9th Texas Cavalry
Ancestor of Richard Martin

Pvt. John J. Eaves
Co. G 9th Alabama Cavalry
Ancestor of David Abernathy

1st Lt. Henry W. Watkins
Co. A, 7th Tennessee Cavalry
Ancestor of Paul Green
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    May 11, 2007 will bring together on stage two hard working and dedicated
Sons of the South. The musical talents of Ross Moore will be showcased as
he brings his southern music to the stage for the first time in Athens. He will
be joined by Dr. Michael Bradley, noted historian, Professor and author.
Ross is known all over the SCV for his musical abilities and he is the official
bandleader of the Tennessee Division. Dr. Bradley is the Tennessee Division
Commander of the SCV. They will perform on the stage of McCandless Hall
On the campus of Athens State University. Ross will open the show and play
for about 45 minutes. Dr. Bradley will speak on his latest book entitled
“Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Escort and Staff”.
 All proceeds from the event go to restoring the Forrest boyhood home at
 Chapel Hill, Tennessee.

 Join us on the 11th for a night of Southern music and history. For more info
 and tickets contact Jimmy Hill at 256-233-3366, 256-508-9457 or by e-mail
 at www.CSA54thAla@aol.com . You can also contact Mike Kelley by
 e-mail at www.auae@bellsouth.net .

 Ticket prices are $10 and all tickets are general admission.
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 On June 2nd at 5 PM there will be an ol’ fashioned BBQ picnic to honor
the anniversary of Jefferson Davis’ birth. Tentative plans are for us to
gather at Commander Strain’s river house situated on the picturesque Elk
River. There will be musical entertainment by Clear Creek. You can’t
have a picnic without food and that we can promise you will not be in
short supply. The Bonnie Blue Cooking Team will be firing up the
smoker and will tempt your taste buds with some mouth watering BBQ

and all the fixin’s. The proceeds from the night will go to the rebuilding efforts at Beauvoir.
As most of you know, Beauvoir was heavily damaged during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
On hand at the picnic will be Richard Flowers, the curator of Beauvoir. He will be giving a
presentation on the damage the house suffered and the progress of the restoration project to
date.

The ticket price for the picnic will be as follows: An adult ticket will cost $12. Couples
ticket will cost $20. Kids under 16 will get in free
For tickets or more information, contact Commander Tom Strain at tom@ssnurseries.com
or by using his phone contacts listed on page 1 of the newsletter.
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Although he accomplished much in his short life, Thomas Hubbard Hobbs had an unbelievable potential
before being mortally wounded at the battle of Gaines Mill in Virginia on June 27, 1862.  Born on April 19, 1826 to
Ira E. and Rebecca Maclin Hobbs in Limestone County, Alabama, he early showed leadership qualities.  His
schooling was at John Fraser’s Classical Academy in Athens, LaGrange College near Tuscumbia, Alabama,
Hoffman’s School of Law in Philadelphia, and the University of Virginia, where he graduated in law in 1849.  On
August 4, 1852, he married Indiana Booth, of Amelia County, Virginia.  She died in childbirth on May 17, 1854
and is buried in the Maclin Cemetery, which is now on the grounds of the General Motors Saginaw Steering Gear
Plant in south Limestone County – land that once belonged to the Maclin and Hobbs families.

After leading a party of volunteers to survey a line of the proposed Tennessee and Alabama Central
Railroad in the winter of 1854-55, Thomas Hobbs and his friend, Luke Pryor, went into the State Legislature,
dedicated to achieving appropriation for the railroad, which they did.  The road was completed from Decatur north
to the Tennessee state line before 1860, but not built south of Decatur until after the War of Northern Aggression.
He also served as the second chairman of the Legislative Committee on Education, and did much to bring about
the establishment of public schools in Alabama.

On February 17, 1858, Thomas Hobbs married Anne Benagh of Lynchburg, Virginia, who bore him two
sons, Thomas Maclin and James Benagh Hobbs.  James Benagh died on February 21, 1883, while a student at
the University of Alabama.  It was at about this time that Thomas Maclin Hobbs and Anne Richardson, daughter
of Dr. Nicholas D. and Elizabeth Hine Richardson, were married.  They had three daughters, Mary Pleasants
Betts, Anna Frierson Horton, and Elizabeth Maclin Higgins.

Thomas Hobbs was still serving in the legislature, having introduced a number of successful bills, including
one calling for the establishment of a school for the blind and deaf, when Alabama seceded from the Union and
the War began soon after.  He was being asked to run for governor, but instead raised the first company of
soldiers, Company F of the 9th Alabama Infantry, to leave Limestone County for the sear of war in Virginia.  He
participated in several battles in the Peninsula Campaign, and in the Seven Days Battles around Richmond.  It
was in one of these, at Gaines Mill, that he was badly wounded, and died on July 22, 1862, at his wife’s home in
Lynchburg.  He is buried in Spring Hill Cemetery in that city, while his two wives from Virginia are buried in
Limestone County, Alabama.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the
official publication of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No.768 Sons
of Confederate Veterans.  The views
expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff


