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Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No. 768
P.O. Box 662

Athens, Alabama 35612

Check out our website at: www.scv768.org
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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Officers

Commander                        Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

     256-508-9457

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Colonel Stephen F. Hale Chapter #57
Military Order of the Stars and Bars

Officers

Commander
Jay Whitehead                  256-603-9032

Adjutant
Jason Thomas                   256-233-8987
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Compatriots,

    Where does the time go? Thanksgiving is over and
the Christmas season is here. It seems like yesterday
that 2007 was starting. As usual the Hobbs Camp has
a lot planned for its members to participate in. I am
sending out the newsletter a little early this month so
that you can be informed of the upcoming events. On
December 1st the camp will make the short trip to
Nashville for the relics show. This has become an
annual event for us. Transportation is arranged,
admission is $6 and well worth it. On December 8th

the Camp Color Guard will be marching in the
Elkmont Christmas Parade. The parade begins at 2
PM and will go through downtown Elkmont and end
at the Piggly Wiggly on Highway 127. Come support
the group. On December 15th we will have a
combination event. First, at 5:30 PM there will be a
Chartering Service for the ladies of the Order of
Confederate Rose. Immediately following this,
around 6 PM we will start the Camp Christmas
Dinner. We will eat at 6:30 PM. This is a covered
dish supper. The camp will provide the meat and
drinks. Bring your favorite vegetable, salad or
dessert. Family and friends are invited. We will
present our annual camp awards at the conclusion of
the dinner. Both of these events on the 15th will take
place at the Rogers Center, First Presbyterian Church.
The church is located on the southwest corner of the
courthouse square. Reservations are not required but
it would be helpful to know how many are planning
to come for planning purposes. You can contact any
of the officers at the above numbers or e-mail me at
CSA54thALA@aol.com.

Have a Merry Christmas!

Deo Vindice,
��������		

Commanding
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or
by e-mail from the distribution list. If you
would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at:
www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your name
will be added to the list.
If you have submissions for the Journal then
e-mail them to the same address and we will
try to publish your submission. All
submissions become the property of the
Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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Pictured above is Commander Jimmy Hill
presenting Donnie Stanford with his
membership certificate and SCV pin.
Donnie has already become an active
member of the camp helping out with the
cemetery crew.

Also new members Gil White III
and Alvin Murphy will be inducted soon.
We have three more applications heading
to GHQ that will bring our total to 70
members, three Cadets and one Associate.
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APPLICATION FOR SOUTHERN CROSS

Dear Madam

       I hereby make application for the Southern Cross of Honor.

      I enlisted in Company”F” 1st Mississippi Cavalry in the Month of February 1862. Our
Company was organized at Macon Miss. James Reeves was made Captain,
_______ Humley 1st Lieut. M.Craving 2nd Lieut. Our Company left Macon and went to Corenth
(sic) Miss and then went into the 1st Regiment Mississippi Cavalry. Officers of Regiment-
Lindsey, Colonel
Montgomery, Major
Armstrongs Brigade
Jacksons Division
Army of Tennessee
Capt. James Reeves, resigned shortly after the Battle of Shiloh and John R. Beal was then made
Captain and remained our Captain until the skirmishes Wheelers Cavalry had at Denmark
Tennessee, which occurred sometime about August 1863. Our Regiment took part in the
Skirmish and Captain John R. Beal was killed in the charge upon the enemy. After the death of
Captain Beal, Lieut. Craving became our Captain and remained such until the end of the war.
After the Battle of Shiloh Dick Pinson became our Colonel and remained such until the
surrender – I was in very nearly all the Raids, Skirmishes and Battles in which Jackson’s
Cavalry were in – namely, Shiloh – Bakers Creek Miss – Corinth – Jackson Station Tenn –
Columbia Tenn – Atlanta Ga – Peach Tree Creek, Lost (last?) Mountain – Big Shanty, New
Hope Church, Resasca, Missionary Ridge, Skirmish at or near Bainbridge Alabama – The
Skirmishes participated in by us were quite numerous and during the Georgia Campaign we
were engage most every day. Our Regiment came with Hood’s Army from Georgia on the
Campaign through Tennessee, crossing the Tennessee at Bainbridge Alabama. Shortly after we
crossed Tennessee River I got permission from our Col Pinson to make a visit to my father,
whose home was close by in Limestone County Alabama and while I was at my fathers house, I
learned that the Yankees were in neighborhood of us and I, with Ed Smith and Billy Hasten,
(who were Confederate Soldiers, with permits to visit their homes) left our homes going to the
Tennessee River, intending crossing over and reporting to our Commands but the Yankees
overtook us at Holts Trussel on the Nashville & Decatur Railroad and made up prisoners of
War, We did not remain long in prison at Huntsville Alabama. After the surrender of the
Confederate forces by General Robt E Lee and Joseph E. Johnston, we were taken to Nashville
Tennessee and paroled. I came home from Nashville Tennessee to my fathers home in
Limestone County Alabama.
I was born in Lincoln County Tennessee on the 15th day of March 1830.

Calvin M. Coleman

(Ed Smith and Billy Hasten mentioned above are ancestors of Commander Jimmy Hill)
From the book: Southern Crosses of Honor.
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    May 11, 2007 will bring together on stage two hard working and dedicated Sons of the South.
The musical talents of Ross Moore will be showcased as he brings his southern music to the stage
for the first time in Athens. He will be joined by Dr. Michael Bradley, noted historian, Professor
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We placed thirty stones in eleven cemeteries along Highway 99 from Athens to Good Springs.
It was a special day for Compatriot Donnie Stanford. As we were unpacking the stones he
suddenly realized that a few of these were his relatives. One stone in particular was a close
relative. Donnie was able to get in touch with a cousin who came and met us at the Dupree
Cemetery. Donnie and his cousin placed the stone for Captain Alexander Patterson,
Moreland’s Cavalry. Charles Kilpatrick and Jimmy Hill provided a simple two-gun salute to
honor the soldier and Compatriot Bill Norton said a few words to dedicate the stone. An
unexpected twist to the day.

From the Dupree Cemetery we caught up with the rest of the group and proceeded to lay the
remaining stones. At 12 noon we were to lay a stone for William McCravey; attached to the 4th

Alabama Cavalry his primary function for the army was making the McCravey rifle. See the
article below for more on the placing of the McCravey stone.

We are now waiting on stones to come in so we can continue our placement efforts. So far, the
only ones to arrive are the last two upright stones that will finish the Confederate Circle at
Athens City Cemetery. When we get enough stones in to go out again I will notify you.

                                                                                  Jimmy Hill

The October meeting of the Hobbs Camp was held on the 18th at the
Alabama Veterans Museum. Several visitors were on hand for the
meeting. Army of Tennessee Councilman Ed Butler was on hand to talk
to us about growing up and hearing stories about his Confederate
Heritage but not taking the time to document these stories. He challenged
us to document what we know about our family’s history particularly our
Confederate history for future generations. If we don’t then this history
will be lost. Ed challenged us to continue our growth. The SCV needed
members to become an even larger force to continue our work in
preserving our heritage.

A short business meeting was held after Councilman Butler’s presentation. The camp voted to
participate in the Elkmont Christmas Parade. The nominations for our annual awards were
given and voted on. The results for Camp Member of the Year will be announced at the Camp
Christmas Dinner on December 15th. The minutes of the last meeting were approved and we
inducted Compatriot Donnie Stanford into the Camp. The meeting was adjourned with the
reading of S.D. Lee’s Charge to the SCV.
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The nominations and voting are complete for
the annual Camp Awards. We will announce
the winner of the Elliot Matthews IIII Award
for Camp member of the year at the
Christmas Dinner. The nominees were Don
Black, Andy Jackson and Charles Kilpatrick.

The winner for the Charles F. Kilpatrick
Award for Compatriot of the Year is David
Seibert. David is the Chairman of the
Limestone County Commission. He has been
helpful to not only our organization but to
others as well in the area of historical
preservation. To recognize his many
accomplishments we will present David with
a plaque at the dinner.
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Dec 01 -  Nashville Relics Show.
                Meet at the Fellowship Center
                First Baptist Church. Leave at
                7:30 AM. Back around 2PM

Dec 06 – Jones Camp Christmas Dinner
                7 PM Valley United Methodist

Dec 08 -  Elkmont Christmas Parade.
                Parade begins at 2 PM. Color
                Guard members need to meet
                At Elkmont High School 1 PM

Dec 15 -  Order of Confederate Rose
                Chartering Service 5:30 PM.
                First Presbyterian Church.

               Camp Christmas Dinner.
               Pot luck supper begins after the
               OCR service. Around 6 PM.
               Bring family and friends.

Dec 25 -  Christmas

There will not be a regular camp meeting
this month. Our Christmas Dinner serves
as our Camp meeting.

Our guest speaker for the January
meeting will be Lt. Commander Carl
Jones of the Fighting Joe Wheeler
Camp in Birmingham.

He will be giving a program that he
usually does for schools on the right of
secession.
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While researching the soldiers buried in Limestone County we have stumbled across stories of
courage, valor and sacrifice. One such story was that of William McCravey. William McCravey
was born 18 January 1838. We have little information on his family and where he was born.
William settled in northwest Limestone County and by the time the war broke out he was a
successful farmer and gunsmith. The McCravey rifle was known by people in the community
and Williams’s craft landed him in the Confederate Army. William was attached to the 4th

Alabama Cavalry and held the rank of Private. His function though was to turn out as many
rifles as he could. While searching for his grave we ran across descendants of William
McCravey and they said there were still examples of the McCravey rifle here in Limestone
County. They did not elaborate on where they were or who owned them. We were finally able to
locate the burial site of William and his wife Nancy. They are buried on family owned property
located on Persimmon Tree Road. On November 15th the cemetery crew of the Hobbs Camp
placed a stone commemorating William’s service to the Confederate Army. The family
members were notified we would be there to hold a short dedication service at the gravesite.
Below are pictures of the grave, new stone and those involved in the dedication ceremony.
Pictures by Donnie Stanford & Bill Norton. Pictured are Brandy Siniard, Andy Jackson,
Mike Kelley Charles Kilpatrick and Jimmy Hill.
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�   What does the OCR® do?
        Our goal is to aid and further the cause of the SCV and support all endeavors sponsored by the SCV,
         including, but not limited to, the support of “ALL”  Confederate symbols

�  Who may join the OCR®?
The organization is open to any person recommended by a current SCV member or referred
by a current OCR member, regardless of lineage.

�  How can I become a member?
Complete the application with this flyer and return with your $20.00 annual dues.  Please note
that your application needs to be signed by a current OCR® or SCV member.

We have accomplished a lot during our short history, but there’s much still to be done.  There is a place
for the OCR® in our fight to keep our heritage … having a Confederate ancestor is not a requirement for
membership … all we ask is that you be interested in preserving our heritage and educating others about
the truth of that heritage.

Every day there is another report … a Confederate flag is removed, a monument desecrated, a school song
changed, discrimination against a Southerner … not because we are in the minority, but because we choose
to remain silent while a small group of people are shouting to the legislature, the media, or anyone else that
will listen. With the constant attempts to erase our Confederate history, now is the time to stand up for what
you believe and keep fighting.  But we cannot do it alone … we need your help.  One simple step is to
organize into groups with enough members to make the legislature listen.  Groups like the SCV, UDC &
OCR® can make a difference. Help us reclaim our history!

Our organization was born when four Alabama ladies (Sharon Dasinger, Pat Godwin,
Belinda Holloway and Jane Latture) discussed the concept of having an organization
for wives of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Since SCV bylaws specifically prohibit
the organization of an auxiliary, the Order of Confederate Rose was established as a
support group for the SCV.

Ladies,

    The Chartering Service is scheduled for December
15th at 5:30 PM at the Rogers Center, First Presbyterian
Church. It will be held prior to the Hobbs Camp
Christmas Dinner. We need to arrive around 5 PM to
start decorating the tables for the dinner. The OCR is
also providing the desserts for the dinner. Fix your
favorite!

               Shelia Hill                         Cheryl Curley
                233-3366                         (256) 679-9631



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the
official publication of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No.768 Sons
of Confederate Veterans.  The views
expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff


