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Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No. 768
P.O. Box 662

Athens, Alabama 35612

Check out our website at: www.scv768.org
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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Officers

Commander                        Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

     256-508-9457

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Colonel Stephen F. Hale Chapter #57
Military Order of the Stars and Bars

Officers

Commander
Jay Whitehead                  256-603-9032

Adjutant
Jason Thomas                   256-233-8987

Hobbs Camp Compatriots at the Confederate Monument
on the grounds of the Limestone County Courthouse.
Left to right: Color Sgt. Chuck Kilpatrick, 1st Lt.
Commander Mike Kelley and Quartermaster Andy
Jackson. The picture was taken on October 27, 2007 at
the 1st Annual Storytellers Convention. The Camp
displayed the Flags of the Confederacy and Compatriot
Don Frost told the public about the monument and the
flags. SCV information was passed out along with info
on the monument. Thanks to Buzz Estes and Wayne
Kuykendall for their help.
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Compatriots,

     Fall is in full swing now and it will not be long
before the holiday season of Thanksgiving and
Christmas will be here. It is a time to reflect back on
the year and when doing so we find we have much to
be thankful for. 2007 has been a banner year for the
Hobbs Camp. We have seen our membership grow to
an all time high. We were the recipients of the
Division and National Camp of the Year awards
along with Division Newsletter and National
Historical Project of the Year. Several individuals
within the camp were presented with individual
Division and National Awards. Where do we go from
here? Up of course! We have great opportunities
ahead for our camp. We regrettably are losing three
members from the camp but the good news is we
have six new members that have joined since August.
If everything goes right we will lay the last marker
for the known Confederate soldiers buried in
Limestone County in April of 2008. We will have a
huge ceremony to coincide with Confederate
Memorial Day to mark this important camp
milestone. The camp is financially sound and with
careful planning will remain so. We are looking at a
fundraiser that will help the National organization
with its budgetary crisis. Our membership is set to
rise to new heights as we continue to recruit and
bring quality speakers to our camp meetings.
Our camp meets S.D. Lee’s charge to the SCV on an
ongoing basis as we continue to promote our
Confederate Heritage throughout the County.

I am thankful for each of you, the Hobbs Camp
members for making 2007 a year to remember.

Deo Vindice,
��������		

Commanding
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or
by e-mail from the distribution list. If you
would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at:
www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your name
will be added to the list.
If you have submissions for the Journal then
e-mail them to the same address and we will
try to publish your submission. All
submissions become the property of the
Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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The Division T- Shirt depicting the SCV
license plate is still available through
Commander Tom Strain. The T – Shirt
comes is currently available in sizes small
through X – Large. The cost of the shirt for
Camp members is $5.

The shirts are available in white only.
If you would like to order shirts contact
Tom Strain at the numbers listed on page 1
of the newsletter or by e-mailing him at
www.tom@ssnurseries.com

The Camp T-shirts have been ordered.
The shirts will be delivered to those
that ordered at the November meeting.
We ordered extra shirts so that anyone
else that wanted one could still get
them.
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Civil War soldier gets Union, Confederate markers
Feuding relatives reach agreement on soldier who served on both sides

By KARA LOPP - The Charlotte Observer
CHARLOTTE — A Civil War soldier will soon have two markers at his grave — one Confederate and one
Union — after feuding relatives reached an agreement this week.
Stephen Shook, who relatives say died June 10, 1902, had been resting under a Union Army tombstone since
at least 1920 in a private cemetery in Madison County, north of Asheville.
Relatives visiting the cemetery in the summer of 2006 quickly noticed that Shook’s Union tombstone, which
lists him as a sergeant, had been replaced with a Confederate tombstone. The Union stone was lying on the
ground nearby, undamaged.
Richard Hill of Gastonia, a relative of the soldier, was charged this month in Madison County with
desecrating a grave.
The charge was dropped this week after family members met with prosecutors and came to an agreement, a
spokeswoman with the district attorney’s office said.
According to the district attorney’s office, Hill has agreed not to disturb the Union stone, which was put back
in May, if he can place a plaque at the foot of the grave noting Shook’s Confederate service.
When contacted by phone Sunday, Hill declined comment.
Shook’s great-great-grandson, Bennie Whitt, 51, of Mars Hill, said he and other family members were upset
that Shook’s grave was disturbed without permission.
“To us it wasn’t really no big deal as far as the Yankee or Confederate deal,” Whitt said. “... but this was a
historical marker, and it upset us more that someone went in there and (did) this.”
In fact, his family history indicates that Shook switched sides during the war, Whitt said.
Whitt said his great-great-grandfather entered the war as a Confederate soldier but left when he was denied a
leave of absence to attend the funeral of his 9-year-old daughter, who died in a fire while he was away.
Shook later enlisted in the Union Army with a Tennessee cavalry unit, Whitt said.
Shook’s tale, if true, was a familiar one during the Civil War, said James Hogue, associate history professor
at UNC Charlotte. A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point with 12 years active duty
experience in the U.S. Army, Hogue has focused much of his research on the Civil War.
Online records of Civil War soldiers at the National Park Service list four entries for the name Stephen
Shook.
Three of them show privates in the Confederate Army, cavalry and infantry, with different North Carolina
units and one Stephen Shook in the Tennessee cavalry of the Union Army.
According to the records, the Union Army soldier entered as a private and left as a sergeant.
Soldiers’ deserting their units was a problem for both sides during the Civil War, Hogue said. Letters from
home telling soldiers of sickness or pleading for help with the crop harvests prompted many to leave, often
without permission, and most never returned, Hogue said.
North Carolina provided the highest number of soldiers for the war, with an estimated 125,000, but also had
the highest number of deserters, estimated at between 10,000 and 15,000, Hogue said.
Sheila Grindstaff, a great-great-granddaughter of Shook, is glad that her family’s last battle of the Civil War
is now over.



������
���
��������


    May 11, 2007 will bring together on stage two hard working and dedicated Sons of the South.
The musical talents of Ross Moore will be showcased as he brings his southern music to the stage
for the first time in Athens. He will be joined by Dr. Michael Bradley, noted historian, Professor
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                                 The October meeting of the Hobbs Camp was held on November 18th at 7 PM
   at the Alabama Veterans Museum. Commander Jimmy Hill welcomed all

                                    members and visitors to the meeting. The invocation was given by Chaplain
                                    Dwight Banta. Chuck Kilpatrick led the pledges and salutes to the flags.
                                    Our guest speaker was Alabama Division Chaplain Dr. Charles Baker. Dr.
                                    Baker’s program was on the role of the Chaplain during the war and the great
                                    revival in the Southern Army. He told stories of the Commanders and the
common foot soldier found solace in the words of the Bible. Many found religion before a battle but
even more were converted in tent revivals between the battles.

A report was given by Commander Hill on the Fiddlers Convention and the camps participation.  The
camp was able to add a significant amount of money to its treasury and made a nice contribution to
the Athens State Foundation. Wayne Kuykendall gave us the details of the upcoming Storytellers
Festival being held in Athens. The camp was invited to set up at the Confederate Monument. Charles
Kilpatrick and Mike Kelley agreed to come in uniform and display the Confederate flags around the
monument. Buzz Estes or Don Frost would be there to tell the story about the flags and the
Confederate monument. New business included an update on the cemetery work by 1st Lt.
Commander Mike Kelley and how many people were beginning to take notice of the stones in the
cemeteries. Commander Hill reminded the group of the upcoming Jones Camp marking ceremony.
They were laying the last stone for their county cemeteries. It leaves them with Maple Hill cemetery
in Huntsville to complete. The benediction was given by Dr. Baker and the meeting was adjourned.
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We have around thirty stones to be put down this month. We will be meeting
On the 17th of November to work in the cemeteries along Highway 99. These
cemeteries are Lebanon, Salem, McCravey, Berea, Myers, Collier, Grigsby,
Good Springs, Cunningham, Dupree and Todd. The cemeteries are small and
isolated.

We will hold a small dedication service at the McCravey cemetery so those
with uniforms and guns need to come prepared.

We have ordered the remaining stones that it will take for us to finish the
marking phase of our cemetery project. We will be laying stones every month
up to the last stone in Athens City Cemetery. On April 20th we will hold a
special service to commemorate the final stone. This will be in conjunction
with our Confederate Memorial Service .
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Each year we give out two awards at our
Christmas meeting. The Elliot R. Matthews
III  Camp Member of the Year Award is
given to the Hobbs Camp member in
appreciation for superior service or
achievements to the Captain Thomas H.
Hobbs Camp.

The Charles F. Kilpatrick Compatriot of
the Year Award is presented to an
individual or organization that has promoted
Confederate Heritage or Symbols through the
year.

The nominations were e-mailed to most of
you and were sent regular mail to everyone
else. The deadline date for nomination is
November 10th. We will vote on the
respective nominees at the November
meeting.

On the Camp Member of the Year Award
elected officers are not eligible. This would
include the Commander and both Lt.
Commanders. Give some thought to your
nomination and explain why you fill he is the
best candidate.

The Compatriot of the Year nominee will be
invited to our Christmas Dinner Meeting to
receive their award.
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Nov. 4 – Dedication for Col. Clack
               Maplewood Cemetery, Pulaski
               Tenn. 2 PM

Nov 15 – Hobbs Camp meeting
                7 PM Veterans Museum

Nov 17 – Cemetery Crew will work on
                Cemeteries along Hwy 99.
                Meet at the Pizza Parlor on
                Hwy 99 located down from
                Owens School.

Nov 22 – Thanksgiving

Dec 06 – Jones Camp Christmas Dinner
                7 PM Valley United Methodist

The Hobbs Camp Christmas Dinner will
be announced when a location is secured.
We will be doing a covered dish supper.
The Camp will provide the meat and
drinks. The Order of Confederate Rose
will be coordinating the remaining
dishes.

More information will be coming on date
and time.

Dec. 15 – Cemetery Crew will work
                 if more stones arrive. We will
                 announce more later.Our guest speaker for the November meeting

will be Mrs. Rita Birdsong from the Decatur
United Daughters of the Confederacy. She
will be giving a program on Col. Clack of the
3rd Tennessee Infantry Regiment.
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APPLICATION FOR SOUTHERN CROSS

I quit school in Aprile 1861 and enlisted in the Harney Guards a Company made up at Elkton
Tenn the Company was organised by electing F.L. Barber Captain Dr Jas A. Bowers 1st

Leutenant. W.H. Jones. 2 Leutenant Richard Bance 3 leutenant. We then formed the 3rd Tenn
Regiment at Lynnville Tenn the 12th day May 1861 John C Brown was elected Col Buck
Gordon Leutenant Col. N.M. Charris Major we went into Camp at Camp Cheatman in Roberson
County Tenn Stay their until last of July 1861 then went to Camp Trousdale in Sumner County
in Sept 1861 we went to Bowling Green Ky form Bowling Green to Fort Donelson where we
were captured in February 1862 we were sent to Camp Douglas near Chicago Ill and kept there
until Sept 1862 when we were exchanged at Vicksburg Miss at Jackson Miss we reorganized the
Company and Regiment again by electing the folling Officers Company officer T.C. Barber
Capt T.E. McLeoy 1st Leutenant W.H. Jones 2 Leutenant Jas. P. Bass 3rd Leutenant. Harvey
Walker Col Calvin Clack Leitenant Col. – Zaraker Majors was kill at Chick Saw Bayom then
J.C. Barber was elected Major We went from Jackson Miss to Holly Spring meet Prices Army
this after the Corinth Battle our Companywas Company K from the time we oginise the
Regiment at Lynnville in 1861 until we reoginise at Jackson Miss then it became Company (A)
and remained that unitll the Surrend at Greensboro North Carolina After Capt Barber was
elected Major Thomas E. McCoyavas elected Capt and remained so to the surrender we took
part in the following skirmes and BattlesFort Donelson Tenn. Springdale Miss Coffeville Miss
Skirmes, Chickasaw Byow Miss where we kill and capture Moore men than we had in our
Regiment and five Stand Collars and only had two men hurt in the Regiment Major Tucker was
Kill and Leut Jas. P. Bass of one Company was Mortally wounded and died our next was at the
Bombardment of Port Hudson La 14 March 1862 from this we came back to Jackson Miss the
12 May we fought the Battle of Ramond Miss on 14 at Jackson Miss then we were all around
Vicksburgh when we fell Back to Jackson we were under fire every day for two weeks on. Next
Battle was Chickamagua Missionary Ridge Lookout Mountain all through that Compaign back
to Dalto Ga I was wounded the 8 day May 1864 on Rocky Face Mountain My next fighting was
in front of Atlanta Ga on Peach Tree Creek & Jonesboro Ga My wound not being well enough
head Servis When Hood made his move on Tenn I was detailed by the war department and part
on the Mobile & Ohio and Memphis Charleston R.R. as Army Mail Agt and remaind untill the
Surrender. As my wound was not entirely well we lost all of our field officers on the Ga
Compain Maj Barber was Kill at Resacka Ga Col Walker was Kill at Powder Springs Ga Col.
Clack at Jonesboro I was Paroled at Meridian Miss the first days June 1865 by order of Gen.
E.S. Canby C.S.A.

E.L.Estes

Excerpt taken from Southern Crosses of Honor, Joseph E. Johnston Chapter #198
Edward Lyddal Estes was born July 8, 1843 at Tuscumbia, Alabama and died on June 3, 1910 and is
buried in New Garden Cemetery. He is the ancestor of Buzz Estes and Gil White III.
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�   What does the OCR® do?
        Our goal is to aid and further the cause of the SCV and support all endeavors sponsored by the SCV,
         including, but not limited to, the support of “ALL”  Confederate symbols

�  Who may join the OCR®?
The organization is open to any person recommended by a current SCV member or referred
by a current OCR member, regardless of lineage.

�  How can I become a member?
Complete the application with this flyer and return with your $20.00 annual dues.  Please note
that your application needs to be signed by a current OCR® or SCV member.

We have accomplished a lot during our short history, but there’s much still to be done.  There is a place
for the OCR® in our fight to keep our heritage … having a Confederate ancestor is not a requirement for
membership … all we ask is that you be interested in preserving our heritage and educating others about
the truth of that heritage.

Every day there is another report … a Confederate flag is removed, a monument desecrated, a school song
changed, discrimination against a Southerner … not because we are in the minority, but because we choose
to remain silent while a small group of people are shouting to the legislature, the media, or anyone else that
will listen. With the constant attempts to erase our Confederate history, now is the time to stand up for what
you believe and keep fighting.  But we cannot do it alone … we need your help.  One simple step is to
organize into groups with enough members to make the legislature listen.  Groups like the SCV, UDC &
OCR® can make a difference. Help us reclaim our history!

Our organization was born when four Alabama ladies (Sharon Dasinger, Pat Godwin,
Belinda Holloway and Jane Latture) discussed the concept of having an organization
for wives of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Since SCV bylaws specifically prohibit
the organization of an auxiliary, the Order of Confederate Rose was established as a
support group for the SCV.

Ladies,

    The applications have all been sent in to the
Alabama Division. We will handle the covered dish
supper for the SCV Christmas Dinner. As soon as we
get acknowledgement that our Chapter is formed we
will have a Chartering Service.

We also need to report that Marlene Spears was left
off the list of ladies who have joined the OCR.
Marlene will be part of the original Charter.

Shelia Hill
233-3366



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the
official publication of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No.768 Sons
of Confederate Veterans.  The views
expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff


