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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Michael W. Kelley             256-230-0255

1st Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

2nd Lt. Commander
David Griggs    .              256-233-0672

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you

please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your name
will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the Journal then e-

mail them to the same address and we will try to publish your
submission. All submissions become the property of the Thomas H.

Hobbs Journal.
Editor

After the Division Awards Banquet members of the Captain Thomas H.
Hobbs Camp members are pictured with the Division Officers. Left to
Right: Jimmy Hill, 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle, 1st Lt.
Commander Tom Strain, Commander Robert Reames, Mike Kelley,
Mark Curley and Charles Kilpatrick.
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Dear Compatriots,
Summer is upon us and we have several events rapidly
approaching.   Coming up next is our annual camp picnic at
Elkmont Rural Village on Saturday, 10 July at 2 PM.  The picnic
allows us to come together as one big family to relax and enjoy
time together. Bring your family and friends. On 24 July, the
Camp is supporting the Decatur UDC with honor and color
guards for a grave dedication at Evans Cemetery for Confederate
solider David A. Ridgeway. He is the GGG Grandfather of
Compatriot Donnie Sanford.  Two of our younger men, Carl
Johnson and Cameron Coggins, are attending the Sam Davis
Youth Camp on 4-9 July at Camp Kinard in Leesville, South
Carolina. Also, remember past Camp Commanders Tom Strain
and Jimmy Hill as they travel to Anderson, South Carolina to
represent us at the SCV National Reunion on 21-24 July.  We
hope our support for Tom Strain will be joined by other camps in
the Army of Tennessee as he spreads his message of “a vision
focused on the future.” Tom is making a strong bid to win the
position of AoT Commander. Good luck Tom!

The Hobbs Camp had a good showing at the Alabama Division
SCV Reunion down in Eufaula.  Several members were
presented awards and honors. When you get a chance
congratulate our own Past Commander Jimmy Hill for winning
the Admiral Raphael Semmes Compatriot of the Year Award.
This is the highest individual award given annually by the
Alabama Division SCV.  The Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
won the John Hunt Morgan Camp of the Year Award for the
large camp category.  I want to thank all of you for what you
have done for the Camp.  It is your service and dedication that
allowed us to be recognized as the top Camp in the Division.

 

Personal growth includes many things; foremost among these is
our knowledge.  Education is critical to our success. We cannot
simply make our same old general arguments of why the South
was great. We must be able to give specific incidences of "Why
the South was great"! We need to learn about local history,
causation of the war from a Southern perspective and personal
stories of bravery and honor of the Southern Soldier. Then we
must be able to relate these stories to those with whom we speak!
Every member of Camp 768 has a unique interest, which he can
study, relate and share with other members and the public. Take
those interests and build a solid knowledge to pass on to future
generations!

Deo Vindice,
��
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Commander, Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
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July 4           Independence Day

July 10         Camp picnic, Elkmont Rural Village

July 19          Cemetery Work day

July 21 -24   SCV National Reunion
                     Anderson, South Carolina

July 24         Grave Dedication, Evans Cemetery
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We will not have a July meeting at the Veterans
Museum. Instead we will have the Camp picnic at
Elkmont Rural Village, beginning at 2 PM on July
10th.

The camp is providing the food with all the fixin’s.

Camp Picnic
July 10th

Elkmont Rural Village
Make Plans for you and
your family to Attend
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Directions – From the Market Street side of the
Courthouse.

Go west on Market Street to the Post Office,
continue west on Hwy. 99  It is about 18 ½ miles
from the courthouse to your turn at Flanagan Road.
Flanagan Road is just past the Good Springs
Cemetery. Turn left onto Flanagan Road. Drive 1.7
miles to Mary Davis Hollow Road. Turn left onto
Mary Davis Hollow Road. Go 3/10 of a mile. The
cemetery is on the left, enclosed by a chain link
fence.
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The Alabama Division has elected to
participate in the member retention
system. It basically is a billing service
that takes part of the workload off of the
Camp Adjutants.

Around July 1st you will receive a billing
statement from the company that is
handling the MRS for the Division.
When you open the letter it will look like
any other billing statement that you
regularly receive. There will be a total of
the amount of dues that you owe as a
member of the SCV. It will be broke
down by the National, Division and
Camp amounts with a total at the bottom.
If you are a Life member of National, the
Division or both, the statement will have
that credited and you will only pay what
your current balance is. It will also take
pro-ration into account.

You will simply make out a check and
drop it in the mail. The money will be
collected and a list of members and the
dues money will be returned to the Camp
Adjutants for them to process. This
eliminates the Camp Adjutant from
having to put together a letter to send to
all the members, the cost of envelopes,
postage and his time to collect dues.
Those that do not respond will get a
second notice from the camp that their
dues need to be paid.

The system has been effectively used in
other Divisions and we hope to make this
a smooth transition in the Alabama
Division.

If you need more information contact
Adjutant Mark Curley.
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The June meeting of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp was called
to order by Commander Mike Kelley.

Compatriot Jimmy Hill gave the program on “The Great Locomotive
Chase” that occurred in April 1862. Its impact was felt in North
Alabama with the capture of Huntsville, the sacking of Athens and the
destruction of property across North Alabama from Athens to
Bridgeport.

In the normal business portion of the meeting we discussed the
Alabama Division Reunion that was recently held in Eufaula.
Commander Kelley presented Brigade level awards to Donnie
Stanford and Buzz Estes. At the Reunion we had several awards
presented to Camp members: Brigade Commander Jimmy Hill
received the Compatriot of the Year Award, the highest individual
award the Division presents. 1st Lt. Commander and AoT Councilman
Tom Strain was presented with the Robert E. Lee Outstanding Service
Award, the third highest award given. Charles Kilpatrick was
presented with the Southern Cross Award for his cemetery work and
also a Brigade level Meritorious Service Award. Commander Mike
Kelley received a Division level Meritorious Service Award.

The Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp was awarded the Camp of the
Year Award, level 1 (large camps). The Camp has been very active
not only in our immediate area but also in the Division. Everyone
should be proud of our accomplishments not only this year but in
previous years. The Hobbs Camp continues to be one of the top
camps in the entire SCV.

Discussion was held about the car show that was held on June 5th. It
had been postponed because of weather but this time the weather
cooperated and the show went on. We had a nice crowd to attend and
several stopped by the booth to learn more about the SCV and how to
join the Camp. We also discussed the upcoming Camp picnic on July
10th (not July 15th as earlier reported) the camp will provide the food
and drinks, you need to provide the attendees! We received a nice
thank you letter from the Children of the Confederacy for our
participation at their Division meeting. The Hobbs Camp provided the
Color Guard for the meeting. Upcoming we have a grave dedication
at the Evans Cemetery off of Hwy 99, the Battle for Decatur and soon
it will be time for the Fiddlers Convention. Get ready for a busy
summer!
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                                                               STORMS OR NOT- THE TOUR GOES ON!

The Athens Walking tours for 19 June started off a little shaky and we didn’t get the group picture until after one of the
groups had already left going east to the Athens Cemetery. The total was around 40 people, instead of the 30 or so in the
picture. As often is the case a few were late and joined the tours en-route. Some had gone to the traditional starting point
instead of the new starting point at the NEW Tourism Office at the corner of Market and Beaty St. The Several had been
on one of the tours and now wanted to go on one of the others. A few plan to go on a different tour every Saturday in
June, which is available in Athens. This week, no one was interested in the Athens State University tour so only three
operated this morning. Everyone started on the tours promptly at 10:00 AM, but could not avoid seeing the black storm
clouds moving in and started looking for cover. All found it before the storm hit.

Buzz Estes guided his group under a building awning next to the railroad and then discovered one of the abandoned
buildings was unlocked and went it there to wait out the very heavy rain. Since William Pepper's tour to ASU was
cancelled, he assisted on this tour. They modified their spiel somewhat to accommodate the change but everyone seemed
to enjoy it. After the rain, they continued on their way, but now with much welcome cooler temperatures. Jimmy Hill's
group made it to the pavilion at Athens Cemetery and took shelter there. From the pavilion, Jimmy was able to point out
many of the gravestones that they usually walk past and told about the families and their stories. After the rain they
walked to the plots that were too far to point out from the pavilion. Richard Martin's group had a great stroke of luck. Dr.
Bob Glenn, the new president of ASU, and his wife had been on one of the other tours earlier and now were touring the
Beaty Historical district. Dr. Glenn's future home, the Beaty-Mason house, the traditional residence of the ASU president,
is being renovated and is in this historical district. He is living elsewhere during the renovation but had the keys with him
and the group took shelter from the storm there and had the benefit of a very rare tour of the entire home. The home is
often open to tours, but they are restricted to certain areas since it is the family’s residence, somewhat like the White
House. Dr Glenn has been in Athens only about a year but has diligently studied Athens and ASU history and obviously
the history of this home. He was able to give an excellent tour of the home.

Almost all of the tours ran longer than usual but no one seemed to mind. A few had a scheduling conflict and had to leave
at the usual time instead of the much later time we finished, but strongly expressed their regret at having to leave before
the very end. One lady was getting a little bit claustrophobic when we were all crammed under the awning and also was
very nervous about the storm. At the height of the storm she sent her husband back to the Tourism office to get their
vehicle so they could leave. When he arrived with their vehicle, he did not have one dry thread of clothing. Love is a
wonderful thing.

All in all, the storm added a little excitement to the tours and thankfully cooled everything down mercifully. Too bad we
cant arrange a storm each tour, especially during these beastly hot days, but it is difficult enough arranging thing without
that added complication
                                                                   Submitted by Buzz Estes
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The Camp has been involved with the Walking Tours that the Tourism Board arranges since 2007. We
started off giving a 15-minute talk at the Confederate Circle; it has now grown into a 1 ½ hour walking tour
of the Athens City Cemetery. What is does for the camp is hard to measure. One, it allows us to tell the
story of our Confederate ancestors to complete strangers and second, it allows us to showcase the work our
Camp has done in the cemetery. However, we are going to need tour guides to help with this. We have a
script to follow; we just need some volunteers.
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National Reunion

The National Reunion of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans will be held in Anderson, South Carolina on
July 21 through July 24.

Registration forms are available online at www.scv.org
or on page 54 of the current Confederate Veteran.

This is an election year; we will select a new
Commander-In-Chief, Lt. Commander in Chief,
Army of Tennessee Commander and Councilman.
There will be several staff positions open as well.

Anderson is in the western part of South Carolina.
Included is a tour of John C. Calhoun’s home and a
tour of Abbeville’s historic district.

This National Reunion will be the official kickoff to
the celebration of the Sesquicentennial by the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.

Hotel reservations are going fast, so don’t delay if
you plan to go. See the current Confederate Veteran
magazine for a list of hotels and phone numbers.

Currently the camp has two members registered to
attend the Reunion. If anyone is interested in going,
contact Tom Strain or Jimmy Hill.

Jefferson Davis Inauguration
February 18 –20, 2011 has been selected as the
dates that the Alabama Division will commemorate
the inauguration of Jefferson Davis. Plans are to
have an event on Friday night and then on Saturday
morning there will be a parade up to the Capitol in
Montgomery where we will recreate the swearing in
of President Davis. A banquet and Confederate Ball
are planned for Saturday evening and a Memorial
Service is to held on Sunday morning at the church
the Davis family attended while in Montgomery.
More details to follow.

Brigade Meeting

There will be a meeting of the Northeast Brigade
on August 14th at the library in Boaz, Alabama.
The meeting will start at 9 AM. It is open to any
member who wishes to learn about the SCV and
how we can make our camps stronger. Topics
already on the itinerary are: The SCV Cadet
Program, Recruiting, Retention and the
Sesquicentennial, Camp Programs and Speakers,
Genealogy and the Resources available and Camp
Projects and Newsletters.

The meeting should end around 1 PM and we will
go to Ryan’s afterward for lunch. The meeting is
free to all SCV members. Guests are encouraged
to come.

We have built in some free time after each
presentation for a short question and answer
session on that particular topic. There will be a
little time at the end for a general question and
answer session.

Scheduled speakers are 1st Lt. Commander Tom
Strain, 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle, NE
Brigade Commander Jimmy Hill, NWC Brigade
Commander Carl Jones and Division Genealogist
Harold Bouldin.

Make plans to attend!
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The 2010 Division Reunion had been selected to be held in Eufaula,
hosted by Dents Artillery Camp 486. The Camp had made an excellent
presentation to the Division Operations Committee and again to the
Executive Committee of the Division in December. All they had to do
was to execute their plan. Execute they did! Lakepoint Resort was
everything the Camp had said it was. The rooms were spacious, clean
and comfortable. The meeting facilities were top notch and easily fit the
attending Division members and could have held more. Registration
went smoothly.

The first event was the Commanders Reception. Held at Fendall Hall,
Captain Dent’s home, the reception allowed members to relax and enjoy
the Southern fellowship that we have grown accustomed to at Division
events. You were able to tour the home and Captain Dent’s battery flag
was on display.

The ladies tour was held the next morning as the business session began,
Tara Strain, Shelia Hill, Cheryl Curley and Betty Kilpatrick went on the
walking tour.

The business session was called to order by Commander Robert Reames.
The normal reports were given by the various Division Officers and
Committee Chairmen. This was an election year and the current Division
Officers were re-elected by acclamation. Speeches were given for the
candidates running for higher offices outside the Division including
Hobbs Camp member Tom Strain Jr. who is seeking the office of Army
of Tennessee Commander. Tom is currently the AoT Councilman but his
term is expiring.

At the Division Banquet, Division level and Brigade level awards were
given out. The Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp was named Camp of the
Year, level 1, a great accomplishment!

Individual Division Level Awards that were presented:
Compatriot of the Year – Jimmy Hill;
Robert E. Lee Outstanding Service Award – Tom Strain Jr.;
Southern Cross Award – Charles Kilpatrick;
Division Meritorious Service Award – Mike Kelley;

Brigade Level Awards were presented to:
Meritorious Service Award: Charles Kilpatrick
Certificates of Appreciation: Donnie Stanford, Buzz Estes

Division Commander Robert Reames
presents NE Brigade Commander
Jimmy Hill with the Compatriot of
the Year Award

Robert Reames presents Lt. Commander
Tom Strain with the Robert E. Lee
Award for Outstanding Service

2nd Lt Commander Gary Carlyle
presents Charles Kilpatrick with the
Southern Cross Award
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Commander Mike Kelley presents Buzz
Estes with a Brigade level Certificate of
Appreciation.

Commander Mike Kelley presents Donnie
Stanford with a Brigade Level Certificate of
Appreciation

Division Commander Robert Reames presents the 2010 John Hunt
Morgan Camp of the Year Award to Commander Mike Kelley.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement

Huntsville - On June 12th

the Hobbs Camp Color
Guard presented the
colors for the Division
meeting of the Children
of the Confederacy. It
was held at the Lowery
House.

The Color Guard was led
by Mark Curley
Pictured left to right:

Mark Curley
Jeff Lamar
Mike Kelley
Charles Kilpatrick
Richard Caniglia

Photo by Cheryl Curley


