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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Michael W. Kelley             256-230-0255

1st Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

2nd Lt. Commander
David Griggs    .              256-233-0672

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your

name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to

publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor

Hobbs Camp members Jimmy Hill, Mark Curley and Charles Kilpatrick
participated in the James C. Malone dedication. Also pictured is Cathy
Wood of the Giles County UDC and Tim Morrison from Fayetteville
(SCV)
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The Alabama Division has elected to participate in the
member retention system. It basically is a billing service
that takes part of the workload off of the Camp Adjutants.
Around July 1st you will receive a billing statement from
the company that is handling the MRS for the Division.
When you open the letter it will look like any other billing
statement that you regularly receive. There will be a total
of the amount of dues that you owe as a member of the
SCV. It will be broke down by the National, Division and
Camp amounts with a total at the bottom. If you are a Life
member of National, the Division or both, the statement
will have that credited and you will only pay what your
current balance is. It will also take pro-ration into
account.

You will simply make out a check and drop it in the mail.
The money will be collected and a list of members and
the dues money will be returned to the Camp Adjutants
for them to process. This eliminates the Camp Adjutant
from having to put together a letter to send to all the
members, the cost of envelopes, postage and his time to
collect dues. Those that do not respond will get a second
notice from the camp that their dues need to be paid.

The system has been effectively used in other Divisions
and we hope to make this a smooth transition in the
Alabama Division.

If you need more information contact Adjutant Mark
Curley or Commander Mike Kelley.
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June 3       Thomas Cartwright speaks at the Jones
                  Camp in Huntsville

June 4-6    Alabama Division Reunion, Eufaula

June 5        Cemetery Walking Tour
                  Car Show Recruitment / Info booth

June 12       Color Guard, Children of the Confederacy
                  Cemetery Walking Tour

June 19      Cemetery Walking Tour

June 26       Cemetery Walking Tour
                   Forrest Homecoming, Chapel Hill, Tn

July 15        Camp Picnic, Elkmont Rural Village
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Our June meeting will be on the 17th at 7 PM at the
Veterans Museum.

Our speaker will be Hobbs Camp Compatriot Jimmy
Hill. He will speak on “The Great Locomotive
Chase and its impact on North Alabama”

A short business meeting and a recap of the Division
Reunion will follow.

Camp Picnic
July 15th

Elkmont Rural Village
Make Plans for you and your family to Attend
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The May meeting of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp was called to order by Commander Mike Kelley. Our
first order of business was to induct Les and Carl Johnson into the camp. They have been attending for a while and
participating in camp activities, now they are official.

                                                    We were also fortunate to be able to present final approval of Division funds for
                                                     Carl Johnson and Cameron Coggin so they both will be able to attend the Sam
                                                     Davis Youth Camp in July. They will travel to South Carolina for a week’s stay at
                                                     the camp where they will learn about their Southern Heritage and participate in
                                                     many other activities. They will also get to enjoy recreational activities that are
                                                     planned for them. Look for a report and photos from each of them in the August
                                                     issue. A presentation was made by Cyndi Himes, President of the Mary Fielding
                                                     Chapter, OCR of $100 each to Cameron and Carl to help defray some of the cost
                                                     in getting to the camp.
                                                     Good luck to both Carl and Cameron.

We had Ancestor Roundtable night again in lieu of a speaker. Camp
members were able to share what they knew about their Confederate
ancestors and his family. Several camp members shared what had been
passed down to them and other items they had discovered through their
own research.

  In the normal business portion of the meeting we discussed the Car
Show recruiting booth that would be held on June 5th. Buzz Estes will
be setting the booth up and is looking for volunteers to help while he
conducts the Walking Tour around the Square. The 5th of June is also the Alabama Division Reunion that is being
held in Eufaula. We discussed who the nominees were for the various offices and set our delegate list. We will
have a full report on the Reunion in next month’s newsletter.  Other items of business included a request that the
Hobbs Camp provide a Color Guard for the Children of the Confederacy Division meeting that is being held this
year in Huntsville. We agreed to provide the Color Guard on June 12th.

Discussion was also held on the July 15th Camp picnic. It will be held at the Elkmont Rural Village like last year.
Another good crowd is expected as we gather our families together for fellowship. The camp will be providing the
food and drinks.

Also in July we have a grave marker dedication planned with the Decatur UDC. It will be held on July 24th at the
Evans Cemetery in NW Limestone County. It is off of Hwy 99 at Good Springs. The cemetery is located on Mary
Davis Hollow Road.

Lots of camp activities to choose from over the next two months.
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                                                          Gettysburg Casino 
                                                        Why Should We Care? 
 
Gettysburg. 
The name alone evokes emotional responses in people from all walks of life, north and 
south, from all over this nation.  It was here so many struggled and suffered – soldiers 
and civilians alike.  It is where so many continue to gather, reflect upon, remember and 
work to preserve some of our country’s most hallowed ground. 

Gettysburg now faces an impending crisis as residents and others concerned about the 
historical legacy of Gettysburg vehemently oppose a new proposed plan to build a 
gambling casino complex just one half mile from the national park boundaries. Needless 
to say, if this resolution passes, the character of Gettysburg is changed forever. 

It was here, on this battlefield, Alabamians, bore the heat of battle on July 1st, 2nd, and 3
1863.  It was here Colonel Edward A. O’Neal, born in Madison County, Alabama, led his 
Alabama Brigade in a general attack that finally dislodged Union forces on Seminary 
Ridge but only with heavy losses. It was here Brigadier General Evander Laws’ 
Alabamians led the assault on the Round Tops as somewhat depicted in the film, 
Gettysburg. 

Today the cannon, spread over 45 acres within the national battlefield, remain silent, but 
those of us who treasure our southern heritage and the legacy of all those who suffered on 
this hallowed ground should not remain silent on this issue. Our southern ancestors 
gallantly carried the colors forward in July 1863.  However, only we can preserve the 
legacy of Gettysburg if we act now to express our opposition to a gambling casino 
complex.   

For more information on what you can do – go to www.nocasinogettysburg,org 

Stan Williams 

SCV Life Member and member of the Gettysburg Foundation 

 

          

        

 

 
 
 

 

Stan Williams is a new member of the Captain Thomas H.
Hobbs Camp. He is currently living in Delaware and will
be coming down in July.

The prevention of a casino in Gettysburg is a passion for
Stan and many others like him who revere the hallowed
grounds that the soldiers of both armies fought and died
over. Defeated once, the casino folks are back for round 2.

                                      Editor
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National Reunion

The National Reunion of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans will be held in Anderson, South Carolina on
July 21 through July 24.

Registration forms are available online at www.scv.org
or on page 54 of the current Confederate Veteran.

This is an election year; we will select a new
Commander-In-Chief, Lt. Commander in Chief,
Army of Tennessee Commander and Councilman.
There will be several staff positions open as well.

Anderson is in the western part of South Carolina.
Included is a tour of John C. Calhoun’s home and a
tour of Abbeville’s historic district.

This National Reunion will be the official kickoff to
the celebration of the Sesquicentennial by the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.

Hotel reservations are going fast, so don’t delay if
you plan to go. See the current Confederate Veteran
magazine for a list of hotels and phone numbers.

Currently the camp has two members registered to
attend the Reunion. If anyone is interested in going,
contact Tom Strain or Jimmy Hill.

Stories From the Home Front
The Appalachian Regional Commission is compiling
“Stories from the Home Front” to help travelers and
residents understand the full impact of the War between
the States on their region (Alabama, Georgia,
Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia).

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the war, the
Appalachian Regional Commission is seeking “Stories
From the Home Front” to tell the actual history of the
war in the region.

Do you, someone from your organization or
community, have a story about a person or place in
Appalachia affected or impacted by the war? If so,
submit your story on-line at www.arc-cw150stories.com

Deadline is June 5, 2010.

Selected stories will be featured in a regional guide for
travelers and residents. You can contact Jeanette
Dunnivant at the Tourism Board for more information.

Kentucky Monument
 The Kentucky Division of the SCV on May 8th, 2010
held a formal dedication of a new monument at the
Vicksburg National Battlefield Park. The original
monument was planned by the survivors of the
famous Orphans Brigade in the early 1900’s. The
monument was never constructed. After years of
fundraising and seeking Federal approval to place the
monument at Vicksburg, their dream of placing a
monument has come to a fruitful conclusion.

Members of the Kentucky Division along with other
dignitaries held their service and turned the
monument over to the National Park Service.

Jefferson Davis Inauguration
February 18 –20, 2011 has been selected as the
dates that the Alabama Division will commemorate
the inauguration of Jefferson Davis. Plans are to
have an event on Friday night and then on Saturday
morning there will be a parade up to the Capitol in
Montgomery where we will recreate the swearing in
of President Davis. A banquet and Confederate Ball
are planned for Saturday evening and a Memorial
Service is to held on Sunday morning at the church
the Davis family attended while in Montgomery.
More details to follow.
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Solomon Harrison Blanton
To the Daughters of the Confederate VT I volunteered in Center Cherokee Co Ala on the 25 day of March 61 under Capt
Clare Co C 7th Regiment Ala Volunteers the 11th company that left the county went to Pensicolia Florida staid near 7
months went from there to louden Tenn from there to Chatnooga Sent from there up Tennessee River after a Regiment of
Yank that was camped at a camp ground we capt16 of them the Balance made there Escape thay was called Bushwackers
I don’t now what Colonel Coaltrat ever done with them they being the first prisoners we ever got, did not now how to
dispose of them then went to Bolingreen  Ky at the fall. Ft Donelson fell Back to Nashville from there to corinth miss then
our time was out we was Discharged Col Coaltrat took command of 26th Ala Reg we the most of us came home. We
reenlisted under Robbert Golightly at Center Cherokee Co Ala Co H 42bd Ala Regt went to Va first Battle was 7 days
round Richman we was put in Ala Brigade 4th 15th 44th 47th 48th all Ala Regments under Gineral Talrfarra Hoods Division
Stonewall Jacksons command. The next engagement was Cedar run the next was at the Raphanac River Stonewall left
them there with his command we marched 3 days and nights the longest stop in that time was 15 minits nothing to eat but
raw roastenears we got to manasas Junction a Bout 3 hours Before day light we fell in on the yankees give them a good
whipping and we got a thousan are 12 hundard Prisners and lots of suplies and I don’t now how many field peases artilary
we lay there all that day Eat and sleap untill sundown went Back on the old Battle field where 1th manasas was fought we
lay there in line all night with our guns in our hand a bout 9 are 10 oclock in the day longstreet joined us on the right the
word was pased up the line verry soon the 2nd Battle of manasas was Begun the 1 day I went that was on 27th Aug through
all right the 2 day I got a slite wond on Back Part of my thigh by a Peace of Shell 3 day I got a Slite wound in my fard Just
Scelpt in Edge of my hair later on in the day we was charging p Peases of artilary I was wounded in the Boddy with miney
ball and witch I carry today it entered my Boddy Just Behind my left arm ranged in Just Below my right Breast lyes there
today it came through for a nuff that can feel the Bulge of the Ball I was sent to Stanton Va hospital there I remained untill
the 7th of Nov then I got 30 days furlow home stayed at home untill first of January 1863 I went Back to my command and
never was absent from my command Sick nor wounded a nother day up to the day that Lee Surrendered
At the Appomattox Va. I was in Every gineral engagement that Stone Wall Jackson was up to Battle of Wilderness where
he was killed then general Hood command fell in longstreet care I was at fight at Suffolk Va and I was at Chancellorsville
I was at gettersburg Pa then Longstreet was Sent there to Chatnooga Tenn We was in Chiamoga battle and then we fought
a battle at Point of the lookout mountain after night then we started Back to Va through East Tenn we had a fight at Panter
Springs one at Moss Creek one at Bean Station and at Bullsgap one at Norristown and one at Knoxville then I don’t know
how many skirmishes we did have from Knoxville to Bristale we took trains there for Va and joined Lee a gain and I was
in the Battle of Wilderness and Spottsylvania Cort house and a nother at Cold harber Va and one at Asking Corthous and
one at new market thits then Five forks Va then Round Ritchmon and Peters Burg for a Bout three months nearly all the
time we cept up regler firing all night for over one month one third of the min at a time the other two third resting I was on
the line when the Blow up was at Pettrs Burg I was a bout one quarter of a mile to the right of the exploson at that time the
yankeys charged us with 4 are 5 lines of Battle mostley niggers all was drunk white and Black the hole Blowed out was as
large as a Small garden we held the works Enamy fell back the hole was filled with yankes and negroes all to gether and
sortey coverd up Soon after that we was forced to give up PertersBurg and then we fought the yankeys in front and in the
rear Both all the way to Appomatox where a nother heavy force of yanKeys Reinforced them and Lee was compeled to
give up we remaind there 5 says Before we got our Perrole and we got only 1 third of a Pound of green Beef to Eat during
the five days then we got little Scrip of Paper and a we started hor home a foot it was 90 miles to Danvill the nearest place
we could get a car then we rode a distance of 50 are 60 miles then had to walk again on and on that way untill I got home
to Alabama I surrenderd under Capt TJ Lumpkin Co H 48th Ala Regt Gineral Perrys Brigade Fields Division Longstreets
Core at the Applimatdox Corthouse Va
                                                                                                                                   S H Blanton is buried at Isom Cemetery
Taken from Southern Crosses of Honor, (All grammar and spelling left as he wrote it.)



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement

Members of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp
Color Guard participated
in the grave dedication
of Thomas B. Parkhill.
Held by the Marshall
County Camp on May
22, 2010. The cemetery
is on a small knoll
overlooking the river.

Left to Right:
William Pepper – Drum
Oz Aldrich
Buzz Estes
Charles Kilpatrick
Jimmy Hill
Larry McCoy
Mike Kelley


