Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Officers Hobbs Camp members Buzz Es
David Abernathy, Charles Kilpatrick,
Jimmy Hill and Carl Johnson worked
at the CWPT sponsored Wheeler
Home Cleanup Day.

Commander Phone #
Michael W. Kelley 256-230-0:

1% Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr. 256-729-8501 Our work primarily focused on
clearing out the undergrowth around
2" Lt. Commander the hundreds of boxwoods that N
David Griggs . 256-233-0¢ Annie Wheeler had planted around the
Adjutant plantation home of General Wheeler.
A tour was given by site director Mary
Mark Curley 256-679-9¢ Beasley for everyone after we were
Chaplain finished. Work is steadily progressing
Dwight Banta 256-233-3¢ on the old home, expecting to reopen
bv 2015

Past Commander
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Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online atwww.scv768.orgr by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor atwww.CSA54thAla@aol.conand your

name will be added to the list. If you have submissiorfer the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become th@operty of

the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal
Editor




Compatriots,

You never know when you will have the chance to tg
someone about your Confederate Heritage and the S

Confederate Veterans. On a recent flight home frgn
Washington D.C. | was reading a photocopy Af
Confederate Catechism, The War of 1861-188%,edition
published in 1929 by Lyon Gardiner Tyler. This is ah
excellent source of the Southern view of what caused th
War of Northern Aggression. Get a copy and read through it

The gentleman sitting next to me asked, “Do you believe Bl
that stuff?” To my surprise my affirmative response bhbug
a big smile to his face with “I do too:. Seems he was bo

and raised in South Carolina but had been away from horr
many years. He had attended the Citadel and gone into tl
Army. Inquiring about his Confederate ancestors he
remembered his grandfather telling stories about his grei
grandfatherbeing a Confederate soldier. He was prou
that and thankful for being from the South. However he hpu
never spent any time researching his ancestor or learrjir
much about the Cause. After chatting an hour or so about|tt
myths of the war and similarities to the present sinat!
this country, | mentioned the Sons of Confederate Veteran:
While he had heard about the SCV he was not sure what
involved. That gave me a chance to tell him the benef
joining and learning more about what his Confed
ancestor fought to protect. | left him the copy and hope tlhe
he becomes a member

It felt great sharing my heritage with Mr. Gunter. From nop
on | will keep a couple extra copies of the catechism wit
me just in case the opportunity arises again.

Try it yourself sometime

Deo Vindice,

Commander,
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768
Athens, Alabama

Our May meeting will be on the $tat 7 PM at the

Veterans Museum.

We will be holding our Ancestor Roundtable again.
Bring your ancestor stories and share them with the

camp

Other camp business will also be discussed and
discussion will be held on the Division Reunion..

Available now is the sel
guided driving tour of
Limestone County.
Developed for the
Chamber of Commerce
by Tom Strain, Richard
Martin, Buzz Estes and
Jimmy Hill, the guide
takes you to historic sit
dealing with the War for
Southern Independence.
Copies are available at
several visitors’ centers
and will be available at
the April meetini

May 20 - Camp meeting

May 22 — Cemetery Dedication,
Marshall County

June 3 - Birth of Jefferson Davis
June 4-6 - Alabama Division Reunion
June 12 - Cemetery tour

June 19 - Cemetery tour
Forrest Boyhood Homecoming

June 26 - Cemetery tour



The April meeting of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Carap @alled to order by Commander Mike Kelley. Our

April meeting was announced as a business meeting in threnponth’s newsletter. We needed to finalize several
pieces of business that included the setting up of a tiegriiooth at the ¥ annual Athens Cruise In, the camps

participation in the Alabama Division Confederate MeialdDay observance in Montgomery, the completio

our own plans involving the Walking Tour of the AthensyGiemetery and our Confederate Memorial Day
service.

Discussion was held by the members present about the iqgcéiabama Division Reunion to be held in Eufaula
on June % through the 8. The camp is allowed eight delegates for voting althoughraember that wishes to
attend may do so. We had six people committed on the ofighe meeting that knew they were going to Eufaula
and would be happy to serve as delegates. This is dioelgear,

we will be voting for the following offices; Commandér Lt.

Commander, ® Lt. Commander and Brigade Commander. There

will be various amendments to the Division Constitutiost will be

brought forward for a vote so it is important for our gt be cast.

It is always nice to welcome new members into the céhgbured
at right is Larry Crosby receiving his membership cegiicand pin
from Camp Commander Mike Kelley. Larry is from Huntkvénd
is eager to become an active member in the camp and &Y.
month we will induct Les and Carl Johnson into the camp.duel
Carl have been coming for a while and have participateeveral
Camp functions. It is nice to finally get them into totl.

Sponsored by the National SCV, the Sam Davis Youth Cassteadily grown each year. Again this yea
there will be two camps, one in Texas and the oth8outh Carolina. It is a week long camp where youn
men from the ages of 12 to 20 attend and learn true Souilstony and heritage. The Alabama Division hgs
a scholarship program designed to offset the $495 cost invahattend the camp.

This year the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp has twe nfambers who will attend the camp. Cameror
Coggin and Carl Johnson expressed interest in going to thik Sarolina camp that will start on Jul§) and
end on July 10. The Alabama Division will pay the camp fees for bdtthem under the scholarship
program.

Congratulations to both Cameron and Carl!




For the second year, the Captain Thomas H. Hobt
Camp held a tour of the Confederate soldiers gravs
buried in the Athens City Cemetery. The tour in
conjunction with the commemoration of Confederatg
Memorial Day gives us an opportunity to share with the
public stories about the valiant soldiers from the South
Fifty-eight people attended the walking tour this year
Tour guides were Tom Strain Jr., Commander Mikg
Kelley, Buzz Estes, Richard Martin, William Pepper,
Jason Thomas and Jimmy Hill.

At the halfway point of the tour the guests were happy t
stop by the pavilion where the ladies of the Mary
Fielding Chapter, Order of Confederate Rose ha

graciously set up refreshments. On such a warm day,

this became one of the favorite spots on the tour. OU
final stop on the tour was the Confederate Circle. AOT
Councilman Tom Strain Jr. had roll call as Compatriot
Charles Kilpatrick and Bill Norton placed a Battle Flag
at the grave of each of the 42 soldiers buried in th
Circle. ATN Councilman Paul Gramling gave a short
address on the significance of Confederate Memorig
Day and the continued need for services such as these.

Thanks for everyone coming out to participate in the
tour.




Confederate Memorial Service

On April 24" a memorial service was held in
Montgomery to honor the memory of the Confederatg
soldier.

As with the Robert E. Lee event the weather was t
play havoc with us. A massive storm front was
bearing down on Alabama but the decision to try tg
get the service in was made. A light rain fell for a few

minutes but it subsided and we were able to complete

the service. As we were leaving the rain fell hard as
the storm front finally arrived in full force.

Five camp members made the trip down to
Montgomery. As we made our trip home we stoppeq
at Confederate Memorial Park to visit the Division
library.

Stories From the Home Front

The Appalachian Regional Commission is compilin
“Stories from the Home Front” to help travelers an
residents understand the full impact of the War betwe
the States on their region (Alabama, Georgi
Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia).

To commemorate the 18@nniversary of the war, the

Appalachian Regional Commission is seeking “Stori¢

From the Home Front” to tell the actual history of th
war in the region.

Do vyou, someone from your organization g
community, have a story about a person or place
Appalachia affected or impacted by the war? If s
submit your story on-line atww.arc-cw150stories.com

Deadline is June 5, 2010.

South Caroling,

D
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Selected stories will be featured in a regional guide
travelers and residents.
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B
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Jeff Davis Commemoration

On June %, at 10 a.m. Camp 2002 of Montgomery and
Camp 1524 Prattville will host this years Jefferson
Davis Birthday Commemoration. It will be at the
Capitol in Montgomery.

Master of Ceremonies will be Alabama Division Judge
Advocate, Philip C. Davis.

National Reunion

The National Reunion of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans will be held in Anderson, South Carolina on
July 21 through July 24.

Registration forms are available onlinewatw.scv.org
or on page 54 of the curre@bnfederate Veteran.

This is an election year; we will select a new
Commander-In-Chief, Lt. Commander in Chief,
Army of Tennessee Commander and Councilman.
There will be several staff positions open as well.

Anderson is in the western part of South Carolina.
Included is a tour of John C. Calhoun’'s home and a
tour of Abbeville’s historic district.

This National Reunion will be the official kickoff to
the celebration of the Sesquicentennial by the Sc
Confederate Veterans.

Hotel reservations are going fast, so don't del:
you plan to go. See the current Confederate Veteran
magazine for a list of hotels and phone numbers.



Inside of Rebeldom:
The Dalily Life of a Private in the Confederate Army
J. P. Cannon, M.D.
Co C 27" Alabama

This was taken from the Dairy of J. P. Cannon, M. D., Co C 27Alabama. Chapter XV, Daily
Life of a Private.

Aug 13, 14, and 15- The past three days have been spentlearing up camps, frolicking, and
having lots of fun. One incident particularly afforded usa good deal of amusement, and as | have
nothing else to record in my diary, and no duty to perfom, | will try to write it up, but know |
cannot describe it half as funny as it occurred.

Jessie Clanton, scissors in hand, took a seat on a log anawled out:

“Boys, | want my ha'r cut.” No one spoke, and after a short paus
“Boys, don't all speak at once; some 0’ you fellers come heredout my ha'r.”

Another and longer pause, and Nat Pool said: “Jess, it sas like no one will volunteer; |
reckon I'll have to cut your hair, but | don't like to do it a bit.”

“Nat, can you cut Ha'r?” “Why, Jess, I'm the best barber youever saw; I'm a barber from
Barbertown, I tell you.” “When did you ever cut any Ha'r?” “l used to cut all the boys’ hair
before the war. They come for miles around, and | had aegular hair-cutting every Saturday.”
“Well, why ain’t you said so before?” “Oh, | didn’t want to be bothered by you fellows, which
| knew would be the case if you found out what a good barberdm.”  “Nat, | don’t believe you
can cut ha'r, but I'm goin’ to let you try it anyhow.” Nat t ook the scissors, and starting at the
back of his neck, made a clean path over the top to the fdread, then beginning behind the left
ear went diagonally over to the right temple, likewise fromight ear to left temple, a few circular
turns around the base of the cranium and some patches ofid top, and closing the scissors, said:
“Jess, I'm done.” Jess surveyed his tattered locks intaree-cornered piece of looking-glass,
laid it down and very coolly remarked: “Nat, I'm goin’ to whup you.” “What for, Jess?”
“For spilin” my ha'’r, that's what fur!”  “Why, Jess, that’ s the lastest style; If you'll notice, all
the Generals and Colonels have their hair cut that way.” “l don’t care nothing about the
Ginerals nor Kurnels, I’'m goin’ to whup you.” “Jess, youcan'tdo it.” “Yes | can, and I'll
show you how quick | can doit.”  “Dry up, Jess; you know tan wear you out before you can
say Jack Robinson.”

The boys had gathered around, as they always do when theraishance for fun or a fight. Nat
is a great practical joker, always having fun at the expense others, and has a peculiar knack of
coming out best; but we were determined he should notudf nor joke Jess out of it this time, and
began to encourage him. “Stand up to him, Jess; we’ll see ythrough.”



Jess got more aggressive and Nat more serious; he tried jukes and bluffs in vain. By this
time the whole regiment and some from other regiments haglathered around in a solid mass.
Bill Summerhill popped his heels together. “Jump up litte nigger and jar de ground! Stan’ up to
him, Jess; I'm at your back.”

Finally Jess says: “Nat, I'll let you off on one condition.” “What'’s that?” “You set right
thar on that log, and let me cut your ha'r.”  “I'll neverdo it.” “But you will; I'm goin’ to have
ha'r or blud.”

Matters were beginning to look squally for Nat. He would’t fight, and didn’t want to have his
hair cut, and couldn’t run for the dense crowd which ewircled them, and all hallooing for Jess.
Rollins up his sleeves, “Give us more room, boys; I'm gdifor him now,” he started towards

Nat.” “Hold on, hold on, Jeff; let’s talk this matter overin a friendly way.”  “Nothin’ but
ha'r or blud. No time for talkin.” I'm goin’ to wear the ve ry innards outen you, and that mighty
quick, if you don’t set right down thar and let me cut yourha’r.”

It was too much for Nat; everybody was against him, and ther@as no alternative but to fight
or have his hair cut. He prized his black, shiny locks verpighly, but rather than risk a fistic
encounter with Jess he reluctantly yielded and said: “lhothing else will satisfy you, Jess, |
reckon I'll have to let you cut it; but if | stay in the army 10 years these dad-blamed fellows will
never let me hear the last of it.”

Handing him the scissors he took his seat on the satog, and Jess proceeded to do up his head
in about the same style as his own. When he had completec tfob he called for the looking-glass
and said: “Now, Nat, look at yourself; you look jest like a Gieral.” “Yes, | reckon | do look
like a Gineral, but it's a gineral durned fool.”

This is the first time we have ever seen Nat “beaten hAts own game.” He is completely
crestfallen, and, as he says, it will be a long time befohe hears the last of it.

Jess Clanton is buried in Dement Cemetery.

(Taken as written, no corrections to spelling or gramm

From the November 1896 Confederate Veteran magazine:

Reunion Company F, Ninth Alabama

Henry J. Fusch writes from Elkmont, Ala,: CompanyMinth Alabama Regiment, under Capt. T.H
Hobbs, was enlisted at Athens, Ala., Julle861. It served in the Army of Northern Virginia. Iftle
Athens with 104 men, rank and file, and subsequently exrdh5 men, thirtyfive of whom are
known to be living now.

At the invitation of Mr. T. Maclin Hobbs, eldest son@dpt. Hobbs, who, as a boy, heard the gung||of
First Manassas, and those of Appomattox, battle staaterans, some of whom had not seen eac
other since the war, met at Pettusville Springs, Limmestoounty, Alabama. Wednesday, October 41,
1896, and spent a very pleasant day, recounting their oldiexpes and reviving hallowed
memories. After a sumptuous dinner, prepared by their thesteterans listened to eloquent and
pathetic talks from Comrades Asa Moore, Robt. Culdd, Elay and Mr. Hobbs. Comrades were
present from Birmingham, Pulaski and other points.

-

An organization was perfected, and hereafter the Compdinyold its reunion annually, at Athens,
Ala., until none are left to answer at roll call.eTforegoing is the kind of reunion that does most




General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterars

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confeder:
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for whic

we fought. To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier's good namé,
the guardianship of his history, thje
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles e
loved and which made him

glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Fla11

| Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stanc
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