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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Michael W. Kelley             256-230-0255

1st Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

2nd Lt. Commander
David Griggs    .              256-233-0672

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your

name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to

publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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               January 16, 2010
                   2 PM

 on the Capitol grounds, Montgomery Alabama.

This is an Alabama Division sponsored event.
We need a max showing from members across the
state. Come in uniform or normal business attire but
most importantly, Come!

Transportation from Athens to Montgomery will be
arranged. Contact a Camp Officer for more details.
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Compatriots,

 I wish all a happy New Year! With this coming year I
pray for God's blessing on each and every member of the
Hobbs Camp. It would be truthful to say that in the past
year our camp was blessed in many ways. We continued
to grow and add new members. We also continued to
financially hold our own, even during a period of
economic troubles. Thank you for your efforts in 2009.

The question for this New Year is, do we now sit back
and rest? My answer is that we can most definitely NOT
rest! Just as our Confederate ancestors surpassed what
was thought of as humanly possible in their long marches.
We must surpass what was humanly thought of in
spreading our message. Suffice it to say that we must
begin this New Year by setting a priority on recruitment.
Gentlemen, we have many leads for membership and I
think that a goal of a 100+ man camp is attainable. Each
member should set a personal goal of recruiting one new
member.  I believe we must seek to branch out and get the
word into every willing ear.  I ask each and every one of
you to help in doing this. In the coming months I want to
begin asking the men within our Camp to take on some
extra responsibility in identifying and initiating ways for
us to achieve this goal. Please think about ways we can
make this work.

Remember that at our upcoming, 21 January, meeting we
will kick off 2010 with an open discussion about our
Confederate ancestors. Each member or guest is
encouraged to share the name, rank, unit, and history of
his ancestor. It can be as little or as much as you feel like
sharing.  Do not be shy.  Tell us whatever you know. I
look forward to great camaraderie and discussion. Take a
little time and do some research, review your family files,
and remember why these men fought and the hardships
each faced.

Deo Vindice,
��
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Commander,
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
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January 01 –  New Years Day

January 16 -  Robert E. Lee Commemoration
                      2 PM,  Montgomery

January 19 –  State Holiday,
                      Robert E. Lee’s Birthday

January 21 -  Camp meeting, Veterans Museum
                      7pm

January 23 –  Cemetery work day
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The Hobbs Camp provided the Color/Honor
Guard for the Virginia Clay Clopton Chapter of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy. Several
graves and Southern Crosses were dedicated on a
cold December afternoon at Maple Hill Cemetery
on Dec. 6th.

Pictured below are:
(Front row L to R) Commander Mike Kelley,
Charles Kilpatrick, Adjutant Mark Curley,

(Back row L to R) Bugler, Blake Mitchell, Jimmy
Hill, Larry Williams and Buzz Estes.
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On December 12th, 2009 the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp
held its annual Christmas Dinner. We come together with our
families and friends to eat, fellowship and share in the holiday
season. This year as in years past we had a good turnout for the
dinner and as usual had way too much food. Everyone tried as
hard as they could but there was still food left. Calorie counting
was not allowed anywhere close to the dessert table.

Commander Mike Kelley welcomed everyone to the dinner and
after a blessing for the food the lines formed to partake of the
feast in front of them.

Our entertainment for the evening was provided by Clear Title
a local gospel quartet. They introduced their style as Southern
gospel and they did a great job in the singing of their songs as
well as their jovial nature between songs which kept the crowd
laughing. They came back up to sing an encore after Commander
Kelley conducted some camp business. They finished off by
leading us all in the singing of Dixie.

 Commander Kelley had some small items of business to take care of before he began the presentation of the
Camp Awards. He thanked the OCR for their help in putting on the dinner and for those that had marched at
Elkmont earlier in the day at the Christmas Parade. Another item of business conducted was the presentation of
the new Cadet membership pin to Jake Strain, son of Compatriot Nick Strain and nephew of Lt. Commander
Tom Strain.

Each year the camp has an awards presentation.
The first award is the Charles F. Kilpatrick
Award, given by the Executive Committee to
an outside individual(s) or group that has been
active in preserving our Southern Heritage and
History. This can be done in conjunction with
the camp or on their own. This years winner of
the award was Jamie and Gloria Cooper of
Z-TV. Jamie and Gloria have been involved in
local broadcasting for many years and this year
especially have been very supportive of their
Southern roots. Lt. Commander Tom Strain and
Compatriot Buzz Estes have appeared many
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times on their morning program. It was shortly after the incident in Auburn where a City Councilman desecrated
Confederate graves that we truly began to notice the coverage given to our Southern history. Many times there would be
someone from Z-TV would be at one of our camp functions to film the event. Our Color Guard was shown during the
Elkmont Christmas Parade and the Veterans Day Parade. It was clear that Jamie and Gloria were not sitting on the
sidelines when the topic of the South and what we stood for came up.

Tom Strain and Mike Kelley presented the award to Jamie and Gloria on the program the following Wednesday after
the dinner. Tom also presented the Coopers with a Friends of the SCV award from the National organization. The next
morning Compatriot Charles Kilpatrick went to the studio and presented Jamie and Gloria with two officer’s swords.
Charles has presented the winners of the award with a sword since the initial award was given out to Sonny Turner,
Editor of the Athens News Courier.
Pictured to the right is the presentation to Jamie and Gloria.

The second award given by the camp each year is The Elliot R.
Matthews III Award, given to a member of the camp who has
worked on behalf of the camp during the year above what is
considered the norm. This year’s winner is Jimmy Hill.

Commander Kelley noted some of the things that Jimmy had
done during this past year. The publishing of the newsletter,
his work with the cemetery crew among other things.
Below is a photo of Commander Kelley presenting the award to
Jimmy.

Thank You

   Being the editor of the newsletter allows me the opportunity to insert
a bit of personal privilege. Being nominated and receiving the Elliot R.
Matthews III Award for 2009 means more to me than words can ever
describe.  Being active in the camp has given me the opportunity to see
the camp achieve many milestones. The Hobbs Camp and its members
are very special to me. There is little doubt that this camp is one of the
top camps in the SCV. We have achieved this by the hard work of our
members and the officers of the camp. It has been a team effort.

When I joined the Hobbs Camp in 2005 I told then Commander, Tom
Strain and Adjutant Mike Kelley I wanted to be involved. Little did I
realize how involved I would become. For me, it is a way of honoring the men in my family that in 1861 and 1862
made great sacrifices to fight for what they believed in, a limited government and Constitutional rights. What little
I can do will never measure up to what they endured.

Thanks for the Honor
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The Alabama Division Time & Place Committee reviewed
the proposal made by Dent’s Artillery, Camp #486, Eufaula.
We unanimously approved their request to hold the Reunion
on June 4 - 6, 2010 at Lakepoint State Park Resort Lodge and
Convention Center. Lakepoint reopened in August 2009 after
undergoing a two-year, $20 million renovation.

The next step in the process was to present the Committee’s
recommendation to the Operations Committee’s quarterly
meeting at Mt. Creek. On hand were members of Camp 486
to answer questions if needed. The presentation book that the
camp put together laid out the camps plans in every detail.
This is the first Reunion presentation using the new Alabama
Division Reunion Planning Guide. The Guide is based on the
National guidelines and it outlines what is expected from the
camp to properly hold the Reunion. The Committee asked a
few questions and the vote was taken.

Camp 486 received the final approval from the Operations
Committee. Terry Honan and the rest of the delegation
received well deserved compliments on their presentation.

Eufaula is in Barbour County and is a town with over 700
buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Eufaula played an important role in the War for Southern
Independence both politically and militarily. As you dig into
the history of Eufaula you find that John G. Shorter, the
Governor of Alabama during the War was from Eufaula.
Eufaula was the home of two Confederate Generals. The
local militia company, The Eufaula Rifles were the Color
Guard for Jefferson Davis’s inauguration in January of 1861.
There are 341 Confederate Veterans buried in Fairview
Cemetery located in Eufaula’s Historic District.

As stated earlier the 2010 Reunion will be held at Lakepoint
Resort. A block of rooms for the SCV has been reserved and
there are three levels of rooms available. SCV members will
receive a 10 % discount by booking their room under the
SCV. There are multi bedroom cottages and cabins available
adjacent to the lodge, each with full amenities. There is not a
discount rate on the cottages or cabins. RV camping is
available as well as spots for tents.
Included in the information provided by the camp was a list
of other hotels / motels in the immediate area for every
budget range.

On Friday evening the Commanders Reception will be held
at Fendall Hall, the family home of the camps namesake,
Captain S.F. Dent. The 1850’s Italianate mansion is owned

by the Alabama Historic Commission. The mansion
includes many family furnishings including Captain
Dent’s Confederate Battle Flag. Fendall Hall is eight
miles from the Resort. The Reception will cost $10
per person.

The Division meeting will be held in a meeting room at
the Resort. There is no charge to attend the Division
meeting for any member in good standing.
During the Division meeting there will be a tour of the
Historic District including the Shorter Mansion.
Tickets for the tour will be pre-sold and if any are
still available on Saturday morning the camp will try
to make arrangements for the purchase of remaining
tickets.

Lunch will be available on Saturday as an optional
purchase of $12.50 per person. There are restaurants
available at the Lodge for anyone wishing to dine
alone.

Saturday night the Awards Banquet will be held at the
main Elm Ballroom. The room can hold up to 250
guests. There will be a set menu and if you preregister
you will have your choice of broiled fish or rib eye
steak as an entrée.

The speaker for the evening will be Mr. Mike Bunn.
Mr. Bunn is the curator of History at the Columbus
Museum in Columbus, Georgia. His topic will be
based on a book that he is writing, The “Eufaula
Regency”: Alabama’s Most Celebrated Secessionist
Faction. The price for the banquet will be $30 per
person or $55 a couple.

On Sunday morning a Memorial Service will be held in
the Confederate section of the Fairview Cemetery,
located in the Historic District.

You are encouraged to bring the family. There are
many activities available at the Resort or nearby. An
18 hole championship golf course is available as well
as fishing, hiking and nature trails, a marina at the lake
also has boats for rent. There are tennis courts and a
swimming pool on site. Adjacent to the Resort is the
Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge with driving, biking
and walking tours.

More information and registration information is
available on the Division website.
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            AOT Meeting
The Army of Tennessee will hold one of its two
workshops in Birmingham on February 13, 2010.
The workshop will be at the New Merkle House, the
home of the Fighting Joe Wheeler Camp.

AOT Commander Kelley Barrow has lined up guest
speakers to present a variety of topics that will help
camp members become better leaders
within the camp.

Make your reservations through the Wheeler Camp.
Look for more information on the Division website
concerning the event.

Transportation will be available for those that want
to go down to the meeting.

        Lt. General Joseph Wheeler
                  Scholarship

The deadline for submitting for the $1500 scholarship
offered by the Alabama Division will soon be here.
There can be three scholarships given out each year.

ELIGIBILITY- To be eligible for consideration, the
applicant must be:
A member in good standing in one of the following
organizations:

1) Sons of Confederate Veterans
2) Children of the Confederacy
3) United Daughters of the Confederacy
4) Order of Confederate Rose

A student or prospective student in an accredited
junior college or four year college or university, which
is a degree-granting institution.

If not an undergraduate classified as a sophomore,
junior, or senior applicant must provide a letter of
acceptance from said school.

The student must be a legal resident of the state of
Alabama.

The entire scholarship program can be found
online at the Division website www.aladivscv.com
or you can request the information through the
Alabama Division 1st Lt. Commander.

Tom Strain
PO Box 341

Tanner, Ala. 35671

This scholarship program is in its second year and
can be a help to the financial well being of the student
and his or her quest for higher education.

Don’t let this opportunity pass them by.

AWARDS PROGRAM
There has been a major change to the Division Awards
Program beginning with this year. The Meritorious
Service Awards and Certificates of Appreciation given
by the Brigade Commanders remain the same. There are
now Division level awards for individuals and camps

All of the awards and the criteria for them are on the
Division web site.  The Camp of the Year award will be
awarded following a scoring sheet similar to National.

New to the awards program for Alabama are a Chaplains
Award, Adjutants Award, Historical Project of the Year,
Recruiting Awards for individuals and a Convention
Attendance Award.

The Division Commander and Lt. Commanders also
have awards to present to special individuals.
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William Harrison Smith

     He entered service in Gainsville, Arkansas as a Private in Company H, 5th Arkansas Regiment. William was
paroled at Greensboro, North Carolina the 26th of April, 1865. He lived at Pettusville, Alabama in the early
1900’s.

The following information was submitted by Mrs. Bertha Robinson Martin of Elkmont, Alabama. Miss Bertha
is a well known and loved teacher who is now retired from Elkmont School.

William Harrison (Bill) Smith lived with the Robinson family when Miss Bertha was young. He had married
Mary Aldred Smith. Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith were born in 1838. Mr. Smith died the 26th of May 1924. Mrs.
Smith died in 1823. Miss Bertha stated that she knew where the graves were located and had always intended to
get a marker for them. Miss Bertha has cared and watched over these graves for many years, because her family
had loved them. The Smith’s had no family (children). Mr. Smith drew a small pension. He had been wounded
in the chest during the war and Miss Bertha remembered her mother dressing his wound. The Smith’s lived on
the Robinson’s place and Mrs. Smith died in 1923, they took Mr. Smith into their home and cared for him until
he died in 1924. She remembered his date of death because she was in high school at the time. Miss Bertha
spoke of Mr. Smith wearing a medal and that he had attended the Veterans Reunions. There was a trunk that
had his belongings, but over the years she had discarded it. A few years ago she gave Mr. Smiths medal to her
brother who lives in Florida.

The graves of Bill and Mary Smith are in the SW part of Pettusville Cemetery. They are located west of the
Calahan row of graves in a low spot. William Harrison Smith was born on the 12th of November 1838 in
Lincoln County, Tennessee and died the 26th of May 1924. Mary Aldred Smith was born the 20th of November
1838 and died in 1923. She was the great aunt of Miss Bertha Robinson Martin and a sister to Miss Bertha’s
grandmother, Martha Aldred Robinson.

William H. Smith was included in a list of soldiers who had been awarded the Southern Cross of Honor. This
list was published in the Alabama Courier, the 5th of June 1902.

Excerpts taken from Confederate Soldiers of Limestone County, Alabama
“Lest We Forget” by Jerrye Todd Austin



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement
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On Saturday afternoon December 12th, the
Elkmont Christmas Parade was held. From
the picture you can tell we faced a cold,
windy day with a forecast calling for rain
and sleet. At least the rain and sleet held
off as we marched the 2 ½ mile parade
route.
Elkmont is always a special parade as
many of our ancestors lived in the Elkmont
area and answered the call almost 150
years ago to march away in conditions
much worse than these.

Front Row (L to R) Cheryl Curley (Mary Fielding OCR) Mark Curley, Jeff Lamar
Middle Row (L to R):  Larry Williams, Don Frost, Mike Kelley
Back Row: Charles Kilpatrick, Jimmy Hill      (not pictured, Ellie Frost)


