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Compatriots,

Turnout for the August meeting was splendid.

Approximately 26 members and guests were present to
hear Ms. Liz Whitwell read passages from her great, grel
grandfather J.P. Brownlow’s writings of his service in the
Confederate Army. Several have asked for copies of the
paper and | will provide them at the next meeting.

Members have been most responsive to call for dues
payment. Per Adjutant Curley there were only 18
members out of 79 not having paid by the end of August.
Thanks to everyone for sending them in so promptly. If
you have not paid please mail your $55 in the next few
days. Even better bring it to the next meeting on 17
September. October is the cutoff before late fees are
charged.

The next major event for the Hobbs camp is serving as p
food vender at the #3Annual Tennessee Valley Old
Time Fiddler's Convention, Friday and Saturday, 2-3

far it has been the most successful fundraising event w
have. The money brought in each year allows the cam
continue with community projects honoring our
Confederate ancestors. There is plenty to do between
now and the first of October. We need everyone to pitc
in and support by helping man the booth on both days.
is a great opportunity to get to know the camp members
and it is rewarding to work hard and raise funds to
support our organization. This will be our main busines
item at the next meeting. Come prepared to discuss anc
sign up to help out.

October. This will be our fourth year participating and b
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Deo Vindice,

Commander
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
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The recruiting efforts by the NE Brigade at the
Battle for Decatur were great. This was by far the
best crowd that attended the event in many years.
We had several hundred people come through the
booth and they stayed to talk. We had several stron
leads on membership for the camps in North
Alabama.

Thanks to Mike Kelley, Buzz Estes, Tom Strain,
Donnie Stanford, Charles Kilpatrick, David Griggs
and Andy Jackson for representing the Hobbs Cam|
at the booth.

September 17 — Regular Camp meeting at the
Veterans Museum. 7 PM

October 2, 3 — OIld Time Athens Fiddlers
Convention

October 3 — Madison Parade, Color Guard with
the Huntsville Camp

It is that time of year again. Adjutant Curley
will be accepting dues at the September
meeting or you can pay by mail. Please help
him by getting your dues in as quickly as
possible.

If you joined in 2009 using prorated dues then
you are good to August 2010.



The August camp meeting was called to order by Commander Mike Kelley. We hadnid@rm@nd guests in
attendance at the Veterans Museum. One of the first items on the agenda wesathtagon of Camp awards.
At the 2009 National Reunion the Camp had been named Top Camp in the Army of Tennessee and runner u
the Camp of the Year for the entire Confederation. We also won the James Buttefanvigest Historical
Project of the Year, the restoration of the Hobbs Family Plot. Individual awermsto Mike Kelley, Superior
Achievement, Jimmy Hill, Leadership Award, and Tom Strain received thmm@isthed Service Medal.

On the Saturday before the Camp meeting, AOT Councilman Tom Strain
presented Compatriot Buzz Estes with the Graves Award. This award is
given to one individual from each Division annually. The award is for
individuals who have shown dedicati
to the marking, documenting and car
of our Confederate Ancestors graves
Buzz’s work with the Hobbs family ot
the restoration project the camp worl
on in addition to the repair of many o

the headstones that were cracked was duly noted. His work in the Att
City Cemetery continues today as we continue to repair, straighten ar
together markers and monuments that have been damaged.

Our guest speaker for the evening was Ms. Liz Whitwell. Ms. Whaaledis
history in the Giles County School System and was speaking to the camp about he
ancestor who had fought in the Third Tennessee Infantry. She had found where in
latter stages of his life he had had taken the time to put down on paper, recollectior
of growing up in Giles County and his participation the war. Through his written
account she was able to give details of places in the area and how the people lived
before, during and after the war. Ms. Whitwell has been doing research oryher fami
and has been using his account as a way of identifying where the family lived and
having numerous names of relatives and neighbors she has been able to piece togefhermastory of her
family and their lives in Giles County.

Commander Kelley presented Compatriot John Witt with his member’s ceetifind to 2 Lt. Commander
David Griggs, his Lifetime Members Certificate. Patsy Parhanpéeddier sons membership certificate.



John B. Turchin

A different kind of Limestone County soldier. Typically we have posted articles
written about valiant Confederate men from Limestone County that we want to honor
their memories. This month with all the fanfare around Colonel John B. Turchin and
trial that changed how the war was fought, we saw a need to examine who he was :
look at his place in history. As you can see by the picture Colonel Turchin was a Fet
Officer. His fame and notoriety grew because of his actions at Athens in May1862.
But first a little background on Mr. Turchin, “the Mad Cossack”.

John Basil Turchin was born on January 30, 1822 as lvan Vasilovitch Turchininoff near the Don Rivssia.
He attended the Nicholas Academy of the General Staff, a preemineatyrstihool. He graduated in 1852 and
was ordered to the Staff of the Imperial Guard. He rose to the rank of Colonel aRdssam Cossack his
military training and the brutal tactics of the Czar’s army would servendlnand define his place in history.

In 1856 he wed Nadexhda Lvova in Krakow, Poland. A few months later the young couple iieainigride
United States. When they came to America they changed their names to Jbland@&sidine Turchin. They
spent time in Philadelphia, New York and eventually moved to Chicago when he was aff@esith the Illinois
Central Railroad as an architect.

In June 1861 Turchin resigned from his position with the railroad and accepted a commiasitwiase! with the
Federal army. He was in command of th& 1Bnois Infantry and would eventually assume command of the
entire Eighth Brigade. The Eighth was part of General Ormsby Mitchel'snemich. The Lincoln administration
followed the concept of conciliation. The belief was to treat the citizenhyresipect and to try to bring them back
into the Union. Without the citizens support the Confederacy would fall and the statieshave to come back
into the Union. General Don Carlos Buell supported this policy and issued General ®&derhich instructed all
soldiers in the Army of the Ohio not to threaten, harm, damage or interfere withncsvproperty. General

Mitchel and Colonel Turchin both disagreed with the policy. Colonel Turchin’s troops on more thactasen
crossed the line dealing with civilians and their property. They had the reputatdwing and taking what they
wanted” long before they came to Athens, Alabama in May 1862. Mitchel and Turchin begahdivihahs and
towns responsible for the actions of others. In North Alabama they reasonedripeasible to tell the combatant
with the noncombatant. This after being here for a total of three weeks. Aftef"tHéntss was run out of Athens
and a supply train was burned, General Mitchel sent Colonel Turchin and the EightteBragk to Athens to
regain Federal control. It became more than reestablishing Federal éonfrurchin and his men. When they
arrived they found no Confederates to fight. According to some sources Turchin allowezhhiso to three
hours to target civilian property and to inflict as much damage as they could. Bsivdéme ransacked, personal
property was taken or destroyed, rape was committed and they were cretlitedusing the miscarriage of a
young woman. It was said that Turchin went to dine at a local hotel, other repotitshe witnessed much of
the plundering of the town.

When General Buell learned of the actions of Turchin and his men, Colonel Turchin wgist l@on charges



and ordered to face a court-martial trial. The trial was presided over byabéames Garfield, the future™0
President of the United States. Colonel Turchin pled not guilty to all of the chrpese; he pled guilty to the
charge of allowing his wife in his camp. A parade of civilian withesseg ¢arward and testified to the
atrocities committed by Turchin’s men. Witnesses on behalf of Colonel Tulsbiteatified. Nearing the close
of the trial, Turchin showing his arrogance, remarked that the Union would not put dowrb#lediné until it
conducted the war in the European manner. He commented that the Federal Armywshofdildne land and
destroy the South’s resources. Colonel Turchin was found guilty on all charges. felefihe court urged
General Buell to grant clemency because of the unusual circumstances sagdbediase. General Buell
ordered Turchin dismissed from the service. Nadine Turchin and several inflllenta politicians had been
lobbying in Washington for help with the situation. There were stories that Michifiwas granted an
audience with President Lincoln where she pleaded for her husband. Whether or nat thig Wwas not been
validated. It would not be the first time or the last that special favors occurtesl affice of the President.
Colonel Turchin was promoted to Brigadier General, which nullified the findintfeeafourt-martial. An

officer cannot be tried by men of lower rank, as was the case of the now Genehat TAsche 19 lllinois

left Athens for the last time they burned several buildings including the Courtt®arse believe this was
retribution for the civilians testifying against Turchin and his men. Genarahih arrived in Chicago to a
heroes welcome. He stayed in Chicago until the fall of 1862. He rejoined his men in gaegrafor Atlanta.
He was credited with heroism in assisting the retreat of Federakfatdhe Battle of Chickamauga.

General Turchin resigned his commission in 1864 after being diagnosed with syghiigdHn an insane
asylum in January 1901. For Southerners, justice was finally served.

After his army life and up until his death he authdv&litary RamblesandThe Campaign and Battle of
Chickamaugand he was involved in establishing the Polish community in and around Chicago

Turchin’s legacy however was his idea of targeting civilians and desgrdy&ir property. It became a widely
accepted theory by the military of the North and was used by General Philligé®hand his destruction in the
Wilderness Campaign in Virginia and by General William T. Sherman on hisonfativiarch to the Sea”.

The citizens of Georgia and South Carolina felt the wrath of Sherman as hissstédigoyed everything in
their path leaving a wake of destruction that took decades to overcome.

In Limestone County, property was confiscated or destroyed. Returning saltierthe war came back home
to find ruin and desolation. This is the true legacy of John Basil Turchin, a hero to the Nortvanctianinal
to the people of the South.

Fast forwarding to 2009, if Colonel Turchin and his men committed these actions in Afgdpanistan, in
today’s media Colonel Turchin would be vilified. His actions would be declared abominabdespecial
prosecutor would be appointed to investigate his crimes against the citizens. Hiheeyeuthern civilians
were not to get the same consideration in 1862. The Northern newspapers considengti¢he Gtizen’s
criminals and Colonel Turchin and his men were justified in their actions. Today tfeeip€ for Turchin’s
actions to mix fiction with historical facts, add a heavy dose of personal opinionlbtitéistory”. You can
simply read the transcript of the trial and see the man that he was.

Less than a hundred years earlier, the people declared their independertbe frymamnical government of
King George. They referred to themselves as patriots while the Bdligld ¢them rebels. Many in 1861 forgot
that part of their history when southern patriots declared their independencédrgmannical Federal
government. They were forced back into a Union against their will and forced to ermurstmection for their
actions. Their land was barren; their homes destroyed and most lost all. One HHefgistact was their
heritage. The one thing that Colonel Turchin or the Federal government could rmivegket is still under
attack and we must remain vigilant to this day.
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