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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander Phone #
Michael W. Kelley 256-230-0:

15t Lt. Commander

Tom V. Strain Jr. 256-729-8501

2" Lt. Commander

David Griggs . 256-233-0¢
Adjutant
Mark Curley 256-679-9¢
Chaplain
Dwight Banta 256-233-3¢

Past Commander
Jimmy Hill 256-233-3¢
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The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online atwww.scv768.orgr by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor atwww.CSA54thAla@aol.conand your

name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal

Editor




Compatriots,
| am most humbled by having the responsibility bestows
that | will be able to meet the high standard set forward

your Past Commander, Jimmy Hill. Jimmy, we thank yq
for a job well done.

d
upon me as your new camp commander. | can only prgy
b
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Under the leadership of Past Commanders Hill and Strdir
the Hobbs Camp has accomplished many worthy natior|a

and local historical projects. Active recruiting has helpe(d
the camp grow to nearly 80 members. We have a
fantastic facility for meetings and an award winning
newsletter. SCV Camp #768 in Athens, Alabama is held
up as a model for others to emulate. The recent awards
received at the SCV national reunion are a small
testament to the camp member’s hard work and
dedication of Jimmy and Tom. The new officers shall try
with all our Southern hearts to do you gentlemen proud

However, we cannot rest on our laurels. | encourage
everyone to become more active and involved with the
SCV and our camp. Over the next few weeks | will be
working with the camp officers to establish several new
committees. They include a membership/recruiting
committee, a speakers committee, a memorial service
committee, fund raising committee, and others. These
will be active groups communicating with the executive
committee to help improve operations. So when duty
calls, please answer the call. We are blessed with so
many talents; let us use them to improve our camp and
our community. Let us be an example for others in our
actions and always strive to bring honor to our ancestor
as they deserve ress.| ask your patience as | adapt ang
grow in this new position. If anyone has ideas for
improvement or programs that would benefit the camp ¢
our standing with the community, please bring them to t
table. Come to the meeting on 20 August.
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Deo Vindice,

Commander,
Hobbs Camp#768
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The Northeast Brigade will be setting up a tent
at the Battle of Decatur reenactment again this
year. The Hobbs Camp has been asked to send

. some men to represent the Camp and answer
. questions about the SCV and how to join.

If you would like to help please contact
Commander Mike Kelley,” Lt. Commander
David Griggs or Brigade Commander Jimmy
Hill. We would need to be there from 10 AM
on Saturday to 2 PM and from 11 AM to 3 PM
on Sunday.

August 28' — Regular Camp meeting at the
Veterans Museum. 7 PM

September 4,5,6 — Battle for Decatur, (Labor
Day Weekend)

September 17 — Regular Camp meeting at the
Veterans Museum. 7 PM

October 2, 3 — OIld Time Athens Fiddlers
Convention

It is that time of year again. Adjutant Curley
will be accepting dues at the August meeting
or you can pay by mail. Please help him by
getting your dues in as quickly as possible.

If you joined in 2009 using prorated dues then
you are good to August 2010.

August 3f'is the deadline for you to make a
tax-free donation designated to help restore
Fort Henderson. Make your check out to the

Hobbs Camp and in the memo line mark it
Fort Henderson. Every dollar helps!




Elkmont — Following in the tradition of the United
Confederate Veterans, the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp held a summer cookout for the July meeting.
We invited the Mary Fielding Chapter, Order of
Confederate Rose to join us. Outgoing Commander
Jimmy Hill of the Hobbs Camp and Shelia Hill,
outgoing President of the Fielding Chapter hosted the
event. Master Chef Tom Strain Jr. cooked up the
burgers and dogs. Simple picnic food was the order o
the day. There was plenty to go around and even son
left at the end of the day. We had a good turnout and
the weather was nice, though a little humid. Everyone
was able to sit back and relax and get to know each
other better.

CommandeHill announced that Jessica Strain,
daughter of Tom and Tara (also an OCR member) ha
been selected as a recipient of the Stonewall Jacksor
scholarship, given by the State of Alabama. Jessica
also was one of the three students in the State of
Alabama to be awarded the General Joseph Wheeler
Scholarship. It is available through the Alabama
Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans.
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A quiet restful day in Elkmont came to an end as all
good things have to do. Maybe this can become an
annual event for the Camp.
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We are still working in the City Cemetery. We finished
the Hobbs plot and started working on the grave of CSA
soldiers Peter Freeman and Thomas Stubbs. Freeman
was the most difficult to date. Consisting of 5 pieces, it
had been damaged by a fallen tree. Follow the transition
from start to finish below. Camp members David
Abernathy, Donnie Stanford, Buzz Estes, Don Black,
Bill Norton, Mike Kelley and Jimmy Hill met Saturday,
July 18" to put it all together.



We soon learned after we arrived in Hot Springs that the official reetiSprings National Park, Arkansas. The 2009
National Reunion (11" was hosted by the James M. Keller Camp of Hot Spriftgs; advertised that if you came
to Hot Springs you were going to be well taken care of. They lived up to that pmdisken some. The Arlington Hotel,
opened in 1924 was the third hotel with the same name built on this site. €hieattres a grand ornate lobby but its
main feature was its bathhouse and spa still in use today. Famous people haveriralléd Hot Springs for the waters
medicinal value including Al Capone and George Bush

The Reunion opened on Thursday morning with the posting of the colors and the ustuaygfeom dignitaries. Mayor
Mike Bush of Hot Springs not only welcomed us to his city but also provided a corekefito the gathered delegates.
Two Real Sons were in attendance and were recognized by Commander in Chiehd&tMim Brown and Marion

Wilson received a standing ovation. They are two of the last thivigrsReal Sons we have in the SCV. It was announced
on Thursday that we had 426 delegates in attendance representing over 190 canp¥. i@am8ership total now stands
at 29,777 members.

The first order of business was the announcement that we had purchased diginehddres at EIm Springs which gives
us access to the back entrance of the property and will allow the buildinguseum and business center. The new
building will allow the restoration of the EIm Springs home to be finished.

The 2009 —2010 operating budget was discussed and passed. The site of the 2012 NatiomalvRgwoied on by the
delegates. Murfreesboro, Tennessee was chosen to host the event frorfi flulgugh the 18 It was also announced that
on February 2Band 27 the S.D. Lee Institute would be held in Nashville. The upcoming Sesquicehgamiered a lot

of discussion. The new Sesquicentennial T-shirt was debuted at th@Relimey are available through the gift shop at
Elm Springs. A new program called the Sesquicentennial Society was annotnegdirés a $200 membership fee to join
and the member will receive a medal and certificate. The proceedpwdlthe building of the new museum and business
center. $150 goes to the building fund and the remaining $50 will be placed intmantdoc the Bicentennial celebration
of the war.

The three Army Commanders gave their reports to the delegatione Asisiness session was winding down there was a
presentation given on the restoration of Oakwood Cemetery in Richmond. Over 17,000 @tmfeuldiers are buried
there and the control of the cemetery is finally being given to the SChelwity. Look for details on how you can help
with the restoration efforts.

The Awards Luncheon was held and the keynote speaker was Ronald Kennedy, oaetbitissofThe South Was Right
and other Southern books. The Alabama Delegation did well in individual awakddl as Camp awards. Congratulations
go to the men of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768 in Athens for being named the topleadprip of
Tennessee and for receiving second place for the Camp of the Yeat. AlvarHobbs Camp was also awarded the James
Butler Award for Best Historical Project of the Year.

The final business session was held after the Army meetings on Saturday mbnerrggwere 5 amendments to the
Constitution to be considered. Amendment 1 failed to pass. Amendment 2 was withdnemalndent 3 that would
change the size of a chartering camp from 7 members to 15 was soundlgdiefeatdndment 4 was passed after being
amended and Amendment 5 which would extend the terms of the General OfficeBstér@years was defeated.

The Commanders Reception and Banquet were held Saturday night and the Reunioraceloset It was well attended
and the Keller Camp did an outstanding job of hosting the event. We'll see you im28iderson, South Carolina!



Edward Lyddal Estes

I quit School in Aprile 1861 and enlisted in the Harney Guards a Compnay made ugp@atTelkn the Company was
organised by electing F.L. Barber Captain Dr Jas A. Bowétedtenant. W.H. Jones. 2 Leutenant Richard Bance 3
leutenant. We then formed th€ Benn Regiment at Lynnville Tenn the™@ay May 1861 John C. Brown was elected Col
Buck Gordon Leutenant Col. N.M. Charris Major we went into Camp at Camp ChreftiRaberson County Tenn Stay
their untill last of July 1861 then went to Camp Trousdale in Sumner County in Sept 18&hite Bowling Green Ky
from Bowling Green to Fort Donalson where we were captured in February 1862eveaemeto Camp Douglas near
Chicago lll and kept there until Sept 1862 when we were exchanged at Vickslssrdt\iackson Miss we reorginazed the
Company and Regiment again by electing the folling Officers Company offiCelBarber Capt T.E. McElroy*lLeutenant
W.H. Jones 2 Leutenant Jas. P. BaSs&utenant. Harvey Walker Col Calvin Clack Leutenant Col. — Zarakesrlajas
kill at Chick Saw Bayorn then J.C. Barber was elected Major We wentJaockson Miss to Holly Spring meet Prices Army
this after the Corinth Battle our Company was Company K from the time weetieifRegiment at Lynnville in 1861 untill
untill we reoginise at Jackson Miss then it became Company (A.) ancheshtaat untill the Surrend at Greensboro North
Carolina After Capt Barber was elected Major Thos. E. McCoyavaeel€apt and remained so to the surrendar we took
part in the following Skirmes and Battles Fort Donalson Tenn. Springdake Gdiffeville Miss Skirmes, Ckickasaw Byow
Miss where we Kill and Capture Moore Men than we had in or Regiment and dive Sollars and had two men hurt in the
Regiment Major Tucker was Kill and Leut Jas. P. Bass of one Company evéaliwounded and died our next was at the
Bombardment of Port Hudson La 14 March 1862 from this time we came back to JackstmeMig May we fought the
Battle of Ramond Miss on 14 at Jackson Miss then we were all around \fig&sblen we fell Back to Jackson we were
under fire every day for two weeks on. Next Battle was ChickamauguaohtisgiRidge Lookout Mountain all through that
Compain back to Dalton Ga | was wounded the 8 day May 1864 on Rocky face Mountain Mymag figs in front of
Atlanta Ga on Peach Tree Creek & Joneshoro Ga My wound not being well enoughriisad/Ben Hood made his Move
on Tenn | was detailed by the war department and part on the Mobile & Ohio and Mé@&haheston R.R. as Army Maill
Agt and remaind untill the Surrendar. As my wound was not entirely well walladtour field officers on the Ga Compain
Maj Barber was Kill at Resacka Ga Col Walker was Kill at Powgein§s Ga Col. Clack. At Jonesboro | was Paroled at
Meridian Miss the first days June 1865 by order of Gen. E.L. Canby U.S.A.

E.L.Estes

I may have left out some of the Skirmes that | was | cant recolabeatl.

Genl S.B. Buckner commander our Brigade from the time we went to Bowling Green Kyantiere captured at Fort Donalson,
after we were Exchanged at Vicksburg Miss Col Heiman of the 10 Tenn Regimemadadrigadier Genl he commanded the
Brigade for a Short time untill he died then Gen Loyed Tillman commanded it Smantis then Genl John Greeg took
Command of the Brigade and it was Known as Greeg Brigade untill the Chickmauga figlarmiebruggavas wounded the
Brigade was then broken up our Regiment {h@enn went to Genl John C. Brown Brigade he being our first Col and anxious to
have the Regiment in his Brigade. It was then Known as Browns Brigade untill thefctbeavar Genl Brown was Promoted
Major Genl then Col Parmer of the™8enn Commanded the Brigade he was wounded then Col Searcy took command

(From the bookSouthern Crosses of Hond@y the Joseph E. Johnston Chapter United Daughters of the Confederacy)

All spelling and grammar as written by Mr. Estes

Edward L Estes

Born: 7/8/1843, Tuscumbia, Alabama

Died: 6/3/1910

Buried: New Garden Cemetery, New Section, Limestone County, Al



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Veterarjs

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for whic
we fought. To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier's good namg

the guardianship of his history, t
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flaiy

| Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stanc
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