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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Donnie Stanford.              256-232-7418

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501 The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the

Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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Compatriots,

   This is the last Commanders Corner column that I will be writing as my term has come to an end. When I was
elected in 2007 there were several things that I wanted to see accomplished at the camp. The first was to increase and
sustain our membership at the 75-man range. We met that mark and we will close this year out with 77 members.
Second, I wanted to insure that we were fiscally sound. A report on the camp’s finances given at the June meeting
showed that we are on solid ground. The third was to complete the marking of all the known Confederate graves in
Limestone County. We accomplished this in April 2008 and added a marker for the unknown Confederate soldiers
that are buried but have not been found. I also wanted to expand our visibility in Athens and Limestone County. This
has been accomplished by participating in every venue possible. We marched in the Elkmont Christmas Parade, set up
twice at the Storytellers Festival, set up a booth at the Delmore Days, Mooresville and the Athens Cruise In. We have
continued as a vendor at the Fiddlers Convention. More recently we finished the Hobbs marker project and the
restoration of the Hobbs family plot and celebrated the camps 20th anniversary. I asked Lt. Commander Mike Kelley
to come up with a camp handbook for new members and to bring the camp bylaws in line with the National and
Division Constitution. Mike did an outstanding job on both. All of the above has been accomplished through the hard
work of Hobbs camp members and you are to be congratulated for it.

I would like to thank the camp officers for their work these past two years but I would really like to express my
gratitude to the Hobbs camp members for your support and dedication to the best camp in the SCV. This has been a
group effort to get to where we are at this point in our camp’s history. I am grateful for the opportunity to have served
as your Camp Commander.

There is still a lot to be accomplished. Forces are gathering every day to remove the symbols of the Confederacy and
to rewrite history. We must always be ready to defend our ancestor’s good name and the cause for which they fought.

For the last time,

����������������������������������������
Commander

Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp
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July 4 –  Independence Day

July 11 – Camp picnic / meeting

July 23 – 26      SCV National Reunion
                          Hot Springs, Arkansas
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The June meeting of the camp was held on June 16th at the Veterans Museum. The June meeting is the annual
business meeting for the camp. The meeting was called to order by Commander Jimmy Hill. Treasurer Mark
Curley gave a financial report. The first order of business to attend to was the presentation of awards that various
members from the camp received at the Alabama Division Reunion recently held in Mobile. 1st Lt. Commander of
the Alabama Division, Tom Strain presented Meritorious Service Awards to Michael Kelley, Andy Jackson,
Jimmy Hill, Buzz Estes and Charles Kilpatrick. A Certificate of Appreciation from the Division was awarded to
Donnie Stanford and Jimmy Hill.

The camp held a brief discussion on the restoring
Fort Henderson proposal brought forward at the
May meeting. A motion was made and passed
to provide for a donation to the project from the
Camp. We will be the collecting agents for any
member that wishes to donate to the project.
We will collect donations until August 31st and
then we will send a combined donation for the
Camp. Send all donations to:
SCV 768, PO Box 662 Athens, Alabama 35612. Mark the memo box Fort Henderson. This donation is tax
deductible.

We were also brought up to date on the Hobbs marker project for Lynchburg, Virginia. We received a call from the
cemetery caretaker that our foot marker would not be allowed. The reason given was he had looked at the existing
grave marker and it has Captain, Co. F, 9th Ala Vol. inscribed on it. Although barely legible it is still there and
because of this he will not allow duplication of the information. We are going to pursue a different means of
getting our stone placed. More to come on it as it develops.

Our main business of the night was the election of new Camp Officers. Nominated were Mike Kelley for
Commander, Tom Strain Jr. for 1st Lt. Commander and David Griggs for 2nd Lt. Commander. Since there was no
opposition, a motion was made and passed to accept the slate. The motion passed unanimously.

Our final order of business was a discussion on the camp picnic. The picnic will be held on July 11th at the
Elkmont Rural Village. Family and friends are invited. The Camp will provide the food and drink; all you have to
do is come!

Chuck Kilpatrick made a special presentation to outgoing Commander
Jimmy Hill and Past Commander Don Black. Since joining the SCV
Chuck has presented an Officers sword to each outgoing Commander.
Speaking on behalf of Don, we are honored to receive the swords and
we thank Chuck for his thoughtfulness.
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Elkmont – On July 11th, the Hobbs Camp will hold a family picnic at the Elkmont Rural Village. The
picnic will start at 3 PM. This picnic will take the place of the regular July meeting. The Camp will
provide the food and drinks. We are planning on a simple menu. We are trying to get a bluegrass band to
come and play for us and we are working on games for the kids. The picnic is designed to give everyone in
the camp a chance to get to know each other better along with getting to know their family. Feel free to
bring a friend along as well. All we ask is to give us a rough idea of how many people will be coming so
we can plan on the amount of food we need for the picnic.

Contact any of the camp officers listed on the front page of the newsletter by phone or e-mail me at
CSA54thAla@aol.com  Make plans now to attend and we hope to see you there.

�	�	
	�����	�

We have finished the Hobbs family plot but
there is still work to be done. Currently we
are working on the Crenshaw monument in
the City Cemetery. The base has been
leveled and turned back in place. Buzz has
taken the pedestal to his shop and repaired
it. The next step is to put a scaffold and lift
the stone back into place. Then we will need
to top it off with the finial. We will then
begin work on the Stubbs and Black
markers to repair them.

There are about a dozen cemeteries that
need clean up work done in them. We are
waiting until fall to avoid ticks, spiders and
snakes. Right now we are concentrating on
the most pressing repairs needed in the City
Cemetery.

Come join us as a member of the Cemetery
Crew. You have a chance to work with
some great guys and everyone has their own
talent they bring to the group.

Work begins in the Black family plot!

Pictured with Chuck Kilpatrick are Phillip and
Bolton Patton. They are working on their Eagle
Scout Award and are working with our Camp for
Community Service Hours. They raised the U.S.
Flag during the Hobbs plot dedication and have
helped Chuck put out the Confederate Battle
Flags in the cemetery for Confederate Memorial
Day. Along with Buzz Estes the group
straightened this stone back on its base. We will
be putting another stone back on its base in the
near future.
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Joseph W. Calvin

Miss Mollie Anderson Harris President

Dear Madam:

    I hereby make application for one of the Southern Crosses of Honor – Sometime about the latter part of August 1862 I
enlisted as a private soldier in a Company, then being organized in Athens, Alabama, afterwards known as Company B –
the14th Battalion Alabama Cavalry, said Company was commanded by Capt George Mason and said Battalion was
commanded by Lt Col James C. Malone Jr – The 14th Battalion was afterwards consolidated with Col Thomasons battalion
Alabama Cavalry and made the 7th Alabama Cavalry Regiment, James C. Malone Jr was made Col and Thomason Lt Col of
the Regiment – I took a part in very nearly all the skirmishes, Raids and Fights of Wheelers Cavalry from Shelbyville
Tennessee until the surrender of Army by Gen Jos E. Johnston April 18th 1865.

Also took part in the following set Battles.
Missionary Ridge, Chickamauga, Atlanta, Knoxville. Some of the most noted of Wheelers engagement which I was in are as
follows.
Shelbyville Tenn, Wheelers famous Raid in near of Shermans Army, Forrest’s capture of Fort at Athens, Ala, Wheelers
wonderful Cavalry campaign in East Tennessee, during Longstreets seige of Knoxville, Skirmishes of Columbia S.C. I was
paroled on May 4th 1865 at Charlotte N.C. Col Malone was wounded near Marietta Ga after which the Regiment was
commanded, consecutively by Captains, Davenport Mason, Dobbs & Harper, later the Regiment was put in charge of Lt Col
Johnson of the 3rd Ala cavalry. At the time of the surrender Capt W. E. Thompson was in command – Immediately after the
Fight at Columbia S.C. I was detached from my Company with several other men of same Company and put under Capt John
Lester as a scout and served until the Fight of Bentonville, going back to my old Company there –
In addition to above mentioned Battles I took part in the Battle of White Pond S.C. Our reorgination of the Cavalry forces in
1864 the 7th Ala Cavalry Regiment was changed to 9th and surrendered as the 9th Regiment Alabama Cavalry.

Joe Calvin

(From the book, Southern Crosses of Honor. By the Joseph E. Johnston Chapter United Daughters of the Confederacy)

All spelling and grammar as written by Mr. Calvin

Joseph W. Calvin
Born: 8/13/1838
Died: 2/16/1907
Buried Athens City Cemetery, lot #83



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


