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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Donnie Stanford.              256-232-7418

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501 The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the

Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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Compatriots,

     I am sending out the newsletter a little earlier this
month. At the May meeting our officer nominations
were announced to those in attendance. 1st Lt.
Commander Mike Kelley has been nominated for
Commander and Compatriot David Griggs has been
nominated for 2nd Lt. Commander. There has not been a
nomination made for 1st Lt. Commander. This is a very
important position. The 1st Lt. Commander is
responsible for securing speakers for the camp programs
but his main responsibility is to fill in for the
Commander in the Commanders absence. It should also
be noted that the usual progression to Camp Commander
goes through the 1st Lt. Commanders position, not
always but more often than not. The deadline for
nominations is May 31st. If you have someone you wish
to nominate for any of the positions or if you are willing
to serve the camp in any position please let Jason
Thomas know. I am reprinting the nomination form in
this newsletter and his address is on the form.

I am looking for someone who is willing to take on part
of the newsletter duties. It can start with submission of
articles, photos, etc. Ultimately I would like to have
someone publish the newsletter with me and then take
over the newsletter entirely if they so choose. I started
the newsletter back up in 2005 and it has been a source
of pride to me that the newsletter has kept evolving.
We have been very fortunate to win newsletter of the
year at the Division level 3 out of the last 4 years, but
change is inevitable and to keep the newsletter fresh and
informative, it needs new input from time to time. If you
are interested in helping with the Journal please let me
know.
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Commander

Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp
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June 6 –  Athens Cemetery Walking Tour
               10 AM to 11 AM

June 13 – Athens Cemetery Walking Tour
                10 AM to 11 AM

June 18 – Regular meeting of the Hobbs Camp

June 20 -  Athens Cemetery Walking Tour
                 10 AM to 11 AM

June 27 -  Athens Cemetery Walking Tour
                 10 AM to 11 AM

July 23 – 26      SCV National Reunion
                          Hot Springs, Arkansas

Anyone wishing to be on a tour will need to meet at
the Courthouse Annex at 9:45 AM.

We need volunteers to be in the cemetery on the
dates listed above.

To be announced – Elm Springs work day,
Remove dead trees and prune existing trees that the
camp planted a few years back.

      Become a Guardian. See the web site for details
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The May meeting of the camp was held on May 21st at the Veterans Museum. Our speaker was Richard Martin.
Richard spoke on the restoration of Fort Henderson and the establishment of a museum for Trinity School. Mr. Ed
Gilbert and David Malone were on hand to answer any questions our group might have. Richard’s presentation
gave a history of the site from antebellum days to its present condition. The group is looking to raise funds and to
secure grants to make their project a reality.

We welcomed new member Jimmy Felker to the camp. Also we had had an application for membership turned in
by Ronald Pettus and a reinstatement request from former Camp Commander Lee Hagood. Lee’s four-year-old son
Gavin will be joining the Cadet program.

A short business meeting was held. A report on the Division reunion was given and the results of the Mooresville
Concessions Booth was announced. We discussed setting up at an estate auction being held by Jerry Barksdale but
unfortunately the date was not one we could get enough support for.

A motion was made and voted on to hold a Camp picnic for our July meeting. It will be held on July 11th or 18th.
We are looking at a site in Elkmont and we will announce the date and time when everything is confirmed.

A report on the final phase of the Hobbs marker project was given and will be voted on at the June meeting.
We hope to finish the marking of the grave in July and hold a dedication service in the fall.

Camp Officer Nomination Form

I,   _______________________________,

nominate __________________________ to serve as Commander,

nominate __________________________ to serve as 1st Lt. Commander,

nominate __________________________ to serve as 2nd Lt. Commander of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp #768.  My signature below affirms that I have verified through personal contact the nominee’s willingness and desire to serve in
the position for which he is nominated.

Signature:  ________________________________   Date:  ____________________

Please submit nomination forms by mail only to Committee Chairman Jason Thomas:

Jason Thomas
PO Box 192

Athens, Alabama   35612-0192

Deadline for submitting nomination forms:  31 May 2009
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Mobile – The 2009 Alabama Division Reunion was held on May 15 – 17 at the Admiral Semmes Hotel
in Mobile. The Admiral Raphael Semmes Camp #11 hosted it. On Friday the Commanders Reception
was the first official event of the Reunion. After the reception the Semmes Camp held a crawfish boil
and all attendees were invited.

Saturday morning the posting of the Colors kicked off the Reunion by the Semmes Camp Color Guard.
After the normal pleasantries and greetings the delegates got right to work. This was a non-election
year so the business at hand was the presentation of amendments and resolutions for consideration.
There were ten amendments presented and a vote was held on each one. There will be a complete
listing of the amendments and how they fared in the Alabama Confederate and on the Division web
site. After all of the business was concluded, we adjourned for the afternoon.

On Saturday evening the Division Awards banquet was held. Kracker Dan, a period band from the
area, entertained us. A delicious meal followed. Our guest speaker was Oliver Semmes, the great great
Grandson of Admiral Raphael Semmes. The announcement of Division awards was given, Meritorious
Achievement Certificates and Certificates of Appreciation were handed out. The Hobbs Camp won
Newsletter of the Year for Division 1 and the Tallassee Guard Camp won Camp of the Year for
Division 1.

On Sunday morning a Memorial Service was held at Magnolia Cemetery and the Division Reunion
came to a close. The Time and Place Committee were unable to announce the location of the 2010
Reunion but a camp has shown interest in hosting the reunion.
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Jimmy Felker receives his membership
Certificate from Commander Jimmy Hill.
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Thompson E. Davis

     Thompson Davis was born the 26th of March 1826 in South Carolina. He enlisted in the Confederate
Army on the 22nd day of October 1861 in Pickens District, South Carolina for three years or for the
duration of the war. At the time he was 36 years old, married and the father of four children. He was in
Crawford’s Company B, Second South Carolina Rifles. Thompson fought in the battles of Gaines Mill,
Seven Pines, Seven Days at Malvern Hill, Missionary Ridge, Lookout Mountain and other minor battles.
He was wounded in the shoulder at Malvern Hill. He was captured during the third year of the war and
was held as a prisoner at Middletown, Maryland for seven months. He was exchanged at Fort Delaware.
Thompson made his way to Petersburg, Virginia. Due to illness he received a thirty day furlough in
September 1864. He returned to the army in October of 1864 and was discharged on April 10th 1865 at
Appomattox Court House, Virginia.

When Thompson returned to South Carolina almost everything he owned was destroyed. He packed what
little he had left and he and his family started to Texas. The family lived in Tennessee for a while and
eventually moved into Limestone County, Alabama. They remained here until their death. Thompson
married Elizabeth Purilla Karnes, also of South Carolina. They were the parents of nine children.

Thompson lived to be 83 years old and was a member of the Mt. Pleasant Methodist Church and was
buried in the Delap Cemetery, just south of Ardmore.

Show your Southern Pride. The SCV car tag
is available at the courthouse. Anyone can
purchase the tag and it can be personalized.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


