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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Donnie Stanford.              256-232-7418

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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Compatriots,

      April is Confederate History and Heritage Month. In
Alabama we still have a state holiday designated for
Confederate Memorial Day. The real Confederate
Memorial Day is April 26th and this year we will
observe it in a different way. We are going to conduct a
Confederate Walking Tour through the Athens City
Cemetery. All of the graves of our Confederate soldiers
will be marked with Confederate Battle Flags. We are
dividing the cemetery into sections and we are going to
station someone in each section to read the names of the
soldiers buried in his / her section. We are going to
provide some information on some of the more notable
soldiers in the section so the person can tell the group
about them. We need volunteers to help with this.
The tour will start at 2 PM on the 26th.

This year we were given the opportunity to set up a
Heritage Month display at the Athens Public Library.
The library staff was impressed with what we did.

There are a lot of events going on in April, within the
camp and all across the state. Check the calendar of
events for dates and times. There should not be a
problem for anyone being able to celebrate his or her
Confederate Heritage this month. There are ample
events to attend or participate.

At our May meeting we will begin the process of
selecting new officers for the camp. The process is very
simple, if you wish to nominate someone then you need
to talk to that person to see if he would accept the
nomination. If he agrees then you would use the
nomination slip and send it to the camp PO Box or give
it to me at the May meeting. The nominations will be
put on a ballot and we will vote at the June meeting.
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Commanding

Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp
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It is finished!

The completion of the project will be officially the
18th of April when we dedicate the monument to
Captain Thomas. H. Hobbs and turn the plot back
over to the family. This has been a great project to
work on. Each week as we worked you could see
progress slowly being made. When we added the
fence, sod and the flagpoles, the plot really stood out.
Everyone who has worked on this project deserves a
heartfelt thank you. Some were able only to give a
small amount of their time and some only monetarily
but every effort was appreciated. I believe the family
will be very happy with the results of our labor.
Below is before and after shots. The pictures do not
do it justice. You have to see it in person to fully
appreciate the work done.

The after picture is on the next to last page of the
newsletter.

We still have a second phase to this project. We will
be placing a veterans foot marker at the grave of
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs. This is all the Spring Hill
Cemetery will allow us to do. We will have the stone
cut and we will plan a trip to Lynchburg, Virginia to
place the stone and with the cooperation of the local
SCV camp, we will have a dedication service there.
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                                                  The March meeting of the Hobbs Camp was the meeting with the highest attendance
                                      so far this year. Forty-three members and guests were on hand to hear Ed Semmes,
                                      Great-great-great grandson of Admiral Raphael Semmes.

                                      Everything was set for a great meeting until the projector bulb went out when it was
                                      turned on. Luckily the Veterans Museum had a projector but we did not have the cable
                                      to hook everything properly to the computer for his presentation. With a little innovation
                                      and a member who was willing to stand on a ladder and run the projector, (the projector
to the                             was mounted from the ceiling and we had a short cord) we were finally able to get
                                      underway with the program. Ed took us through some of the early life of the Admiral and
then brought in the building of the C.S.S. Alabama into the story and it’s storied history. The presentation was
full of detailed accounts on how the Alabama was known around the world for its exploits on the high seas.
The story of the battle between the Alabama and Kersage showed the true bravery of Admiral Semmes and his
crew. Outgunned, he still went out to battle and had it not been for some shells that did not explode, the outcome
may have been a different story. The remainder of the program focused on Admiral Semmes life after the war up
to his death. Ed answered questions of all types; Hobbs camp members did their homework and came prepared.
With this being the year of Admiral Raphael Semmes, we were fortunate to be able to get Ed as a speaker. As a
special treat for the camp members, Ed signed Heritage posters for everyone in attendance

Our business session was very short. We discussed the upcoming dedication service for the Captain Thomas H.
Hobbs monument and our plans for the 20th anniversary of the camp charter. We brought for discussion our
participation at the Mooresville Walking Tour. The lady in charge had seen us at the Fiddlers Convention back in
October and she asked if we would be the exclusive food vendor for the tour. The tour will be May 9th & 10th.
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April 18 – Opening of the War Between the States Display, Veterans Museum,
                  10 AM to Noon. Hobbs Camp members will be tour guides

April 18 – Dedication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs monument, City Cemetery
                  2 PM. Turning over the restored plot to the family

April 18 – 20th Anniversary of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp, Donnell House,
                  Clinton St. on the grounds of Athens Middle School. 3 PM

April 19 – Confederate Memorial Day Service, Cullman Co. Courthouse, 2 PM
                  Thomas J. Denney Camp, SCV

April 23 – Confederate Memorial Day Service and marker dedication for Brigadier
                  General John Hunt Morgan, 6 PM, Maple Hill Cemetery, Huntsville
                  B.G. John Hunt Morgan Chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy

April 25  - 2nd Annual Charity Car Show, 8 AM – 3 PM, Athens. We will have a
                  SCV / OCR information tent set up on the courthouse grounds.

April 26 – Confederate Memorial Day, Confederate Walking Tour of Athens City
                  Cemetery. 2 PM to 3 PM. Sponsored by the Hobbs Camp.

April 26 – Confederate Memorial Day, 2 PM, Maple Hill Cemetery, Huntsville.
                  Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp #357

April 26 – Confederate Memorial Day, 2 PM, Decatur City Cemetery,
                  General Joe Wheeler Chapter, U.D.C., Sons of Liberty Camp #580

April 27 – State observance Confederate Memorial Day

April 27 – Confederate Memorial Day Service, Capitol grounds, Montgomery
                  Alabama Division SCV, Alabama Division, UDC

May 9,10 -  Mooresville Walking Tour, Food Vendor, 9 AM to 5 PM on the 9th

                   12 noon to 5 PM on the 10th.
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Confederate Memorial Day became an annual state holiday in Alabama in 1901. It was originally
celebrated on April 26, the date in 1865 when General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered at Durham
Station, North Carolina, and ended major hostilities in the war. The state later changed its observance
to the fourth Monday in April to give state employees a long weekend. In 1998, Governor Fob James
proclaimed the entire month of April to be Confederate History Month.

Confederate Memorial Day in Montgomery 1886. After the war, laying flowers on the graves of fallen
soldiers was a common expression of remembrance in both the South and the North. One of the earliest
documented instances of grave decoration occurred on April 26, 1865, when Sue Adams of Jackson,
Mississippi, placed flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers in that city. A year later, a
group of women in Selma, Alabama, commemorated the Battle of Selma with grave decorations on
April 2, and Columbus, Georgia, women memorialized the anniversary of Gen. Robert E. Lee's
surrender on April 9. A letter to the editor of the Columbus newspaper subsequently proposed that
April 26 be designated "the South's All Souls Day."

Inspired by the Columbus letter, Mary Anne Phelan of Montgomery became a leading proponent of the
women's effort to memorialize Confederate troops in Alabama. She and her husband, Judge John
Dennis Phelan, were the parents of 12 children. Six of their seven sons fought in the war. Two were
wounded, and two died. Phelan convinced the Ladies Society for the Burial of Deceased Alabama
Soldiers, founded days earlier on April 16, to change its name to the Ladies Memorial Association and
to conduct a Confederate Memorial Day service at Oakwood Cemetery in Montgomery on April 26.
The ritual established in 1866 has been repeated every year since without interruption. By 1869, the
association had raised enough money to build an obelisk at Oakwood and a pavilion in which to hold
its annual ceremonies. The local chapter of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Admiral Semmes
Chapter No. 5 of the United Daughters of the Confederacy decorates the graves in Auburn's Pine Hill
Cemetery every year, and Confederate Memorial Park in Chilton County also holds a ceremony every
year.

Confederate Memorial Day During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Confederate
Memorial Day was also a bank and school holiday. Girls would assemble at dawn to make daisy chains
and march in procession to Oakwood Cemetery with members of the Ladies Memorial Association,
veterans, dignitaries, and others to honor the 724 Confederate soldiers who are buried there. The
ceremony featured songs, speeches, and prayers, and participants placed flowers, wreaths, and flags on
the graves of veterans

Excerpt from the Encyclopedia of Alabama,
                             Cameron Freeman Napier
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Compatriots,

Saying that we have been busy in April so far is an understatement; Let me bring you up to
date. So far, we have put Confederate Heritage Posters in every elementary, middle, high
school, college and university in Limestone County. We have also placed posters in the Athens
Public library, Athens State University library and the George Houston Memorial library.
Around town you will find posters in businesses around the square and beyond.

At the public library we have set up a display in a case as you enter the door (to your left).
In the case are a framed picture of Captain Hobbs, an Captain’s kepi, Officers sword, pistol, a
copy of The Thomas Hobbs Journal, a Confederate $20 note, more books such as The Real
Lincoln and The South Was Right and a few more items showing our Confederate Heritage.

We have completed the restoration of the Hobbs family plot and placed the monument to our
camp namesake in the northeast corner of the plot, directly behind his wife’s grave.

We have had our appetizer, now it is on to the entrée. On April 18th, we will be participating in
three events. Needless to say we are going to need as much help as we can muster. We begin at
the Veterans Museum at 10 AM with the opening of an expanded display on the war. This will
be the first time the roster of Company F, 9th Alabama Infantry will be on display. This is a
recent acquisition for the camp. It is a digital copy of the original, which is in the ownership of
the Hobbs family.

We move to the City Cemetery at 2 PM for the official dedication of the Hobbs monument and
the turning over to the family the restored plot. Family members will be in attendance and it
would be nice to have as many camp members present as we possibly can. After the service we
move to the Donnell House, approximately 3 PM. We will begin the celebration of our 20th

anniversary as a chartered camp in the SCV. The camp has grown over the years and it is
fitting we honor those who started the camp and give ourselves a pat on the back for being a
great camp (my own humble opinion) and a great asset for the City of Athens.

On April 25th we have been invited to participate at the 2nd Annual Car Show on the Square.
This is a charity event that drew 450 cars in the first year. They are expecting as many as 900
cars this year. We will have our booth set up on the East Side of the square just up the steps
leading to the courthouse.
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On April 26th, we will conduct a Confederate Walking Tour in conjunction with our
celebration of Confederate Memorial Day. This will be a self-guided walking tour or they can
go in a group, escorted by a camp member. Stationed around the cemetery will be guides who
will read the names of the Confederate soldiers buried in their section, with a few facts about
some of the more notable soldiers. We will end the tour at the Confederate Circle with a short
ceremony.

We have a lot to do over the next two weeks to get ready for these events. Please contact one
of the camp officers by phone or email if you can help in any way. We will begin calling
asking for help as we identify particular things that need to be done.

This is a great opportunity for our camp to be seen in the community. The Chamber of
Commerce is advertising the tour and we hope to have some newspaper and radio coverage of
all of our events. We definitely need volunteers. The sheer volume of work to be done cannot
be accomplished by a handful of men and ladies.

  

The Finished Plot
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General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


