Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander Phone #
Jimmy Hill 256-233-3¢

1% Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley 256-230-0:

2" | t. Commander

Donnie Stanford. 256-232-7.
Adjutant
Mark Curley 256-679-9¢
Chaplain
Dwight Banta 256-233-3¢

CONFEDERATE

SONS OF
SNYH3IL3IA

$% % & "

# "t e !

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online atwww.scv768.orgor by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you

please e-mail the editor atwww.CSA54thAla@aol.conand your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
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Compatriots,

Snow greeted us as March arrived. Maybe the
weather will finally clear and let the new life that sprin
brings begin. The Hobbs project was rained out from
scheduled workday due to the weather. It has been
rescheduled for MarchH"7 We will begin the process of
putting the plot back together.

On March 1%, the NE Brigade will hold a meeting for

g

its

all of the camps in the Brigade. All members are invited

to attend. This meeting is primarily for ideas on
recruiting and retaining new members. Discussion wi

be held on what makes a camp enjoyable and we are

looking for all ideas. It is not just an officer meeting.
The meeting will be held at Lonestar Steakhouse in
Huntsville at Madison square Mall. There is no charg
to attend. You pay for your lunch.

Your input into the camp is always welcome. Let us
know how we are doing. The Camp Officers phone

[1°]

numbers are listed above or you the camp email addres

and leave comments. We want to make our meetings
better. If you have ideas, we would like to hear them.
We are always looking for speakers. What type of toy
would you like to see covered? Let us know.

Our meeting attendance has been coming back up a
that is a positive sign. We have a great program com
up for the March meeting. There will be a minimal

amount of business to discuss at the meeting. Our pl
to give Mr. Semmes all the time he needs plus plenty
time for all of you to ask questions.

The April meeting has been moved from its normal th
Thursday to April 18. We will conduct the Hobbs
dedication and celebrate the™2@nniversary of the
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Hobbs Camp.
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We met and began the task of removing all the
stones and edging from the family plot. Prior to this
a detailed map with measurements of every detalil
was taken along with a reference photo. (See below)

As we proceeded to remove the stones little
roadblocks appeared. Several of the stones had sunk
into the ground, one required a winch to pull it from
it's resting spot. We found where foot markers were
broken and put into the ground as they were, we
found an extra foot marker that obviously does not
go in this plot. As the day progressed we were able
to get all of the edging out of the ground, the stones
were all finally removed and the Hobbs entrance
stone was removed and cleaned. Although it is not a
pretty sight the plot is now at a point where we can
begin the prep work of bringing it back to a suitable

an condition. Below is how the plot looks currently.
of




The February meeting of the Hobbs Camp was one filled with emotion, patriotism,
and deep gratitude. Pictured to the left is our special guest speaker, Lindadzreen.
was a Past Division President of the United Daughters of the Confederacyedine se
the District of Columbia Division. She is a retired Lt. Colonel, U.S. Army, araadthor
a great speaker. She spoke on her new book, “First for the Duration”, the stdfy of the
Alabama Infantry. As she spoke you could imagine the hardships the men endured ir
their struggle for their independence. She highlight&tfitbn 8heir formation to the
surrender at Appomatox Courthouse. A twist to the story was that our camps namess
commanded tHe\@abama Infantry, and the story of th® @irrored the movements of
th&.9Mis. Green finished her program with a presentation of a $200 check to be used
towards the Hobbs Marker Project. She also donated all of the proceeds of the sale c
books that she sold to the camp members. We owe Linda a heartfelt thank you femenigig donation.

Also on the agenda for the February meeting was the awarding of a Wae3éedal to Bobbie Clem. Bobbie
served in the Air Force during the Vietnam / Cold War era. He was statione ™ ~*

Wright Patterson Air Force Base. Bobbie served as the Crew ChieBféRa

squadron with the purpose of delivering tactical nuclear weapons if the ordt

was given. We appreciate Bobbie’s service to our country and we were ple

present him with the SCV War Service Medal.

We look forward to the presentation of more of these medals to honor our ¢
members service to the military and to keeping our country and its citizens
No award can be presented that truly acknowledges their depth of s¢

It was also a emotional night as we honored one of our own who had pas
away. Hugh Vernon Strain, the father of Compatriot Tom Strain Sr. and tl
grandfather of Compatriots Tom Strain Jr., Nick Strain and Cordy Strain ¢
the great Grandfather of Cadet Jake Strain was honored with the reading
a resolution from the National Headquarters of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans. Shown at left is AOT Councilman Tom Strain accepting a copy
the resolution.

The meeting concluded with a short business meeting where we discussedithengpHbbbs marker project
and the upcoming 2DAnniversary celebration of the Chartering of the Hobbs Camp.

Next Meeting: March 10, Veterans Museum 7 PM.
Ed Semmes will be our guest speaker.



A Program on the Sinking and Salvage Efforts

on one of the most famous
Confederate Warships

Program Presented by

ED SEMMES

¥ Great Grandson of
& 1
Commander of the C.S.S. Alabama

Alabama Veterans Museum
100 West Pryor St.
Athens, Alabama



Review of “Looking For Lincolndocumentary on PB& J.A. Davis

After purposely waiting a couple of days for reganhd reactions to the initial showing of "Lookirgr Lincoln" on PBS, we have now
been able to put a critique together. Much of wk&tcorporated herein results from a combinatibocanments received from friends and
SCV members, as well as pouring over more thamdrea newspapers and broadcast operations. Thesdémmajor market high
circulation dailies such as stories in the New Y®oitkes, The Los Angeles Times, The Denver Posttla@d\ssociated Press.

All of these media sources referred to the SorGarffederate Veterans in a positive way. PerhapS@¥é participation is best summed up
by the venerable retired magazine editor and awth®he South Under Siege, Frank Conner. In hissangs to me, he said: "l watched the
show last night, and was surprised and impressiuight the flavor of the show's presentatiorhef$CV was spot-on. | can't remember
ever seeing anything else on TV that presentedti@nization in such a favorable light."

Here is a summary of some of the important milestome reached in our quest to build the best pirbbge of the SCV possible.

We not only appeared on our first nationwide netwgiyle documentary. We participated in the plagrohthe overall project beginning
almost a year ago. Complete audience ratings dri@ et however, it is safe to say it is in thdlimns. The newspaper, radio and TV
coverage was nationwide, covering many millionseafders and viewers. Far more by many times thapmaject in our history.

For the first time in memory, almost all the coeravas positive. In the rare worst case it wasrakanhd not negative. Our flags and
symbols were prominent. If every one of us wentftagging for a whole day we couldn't have neaHgwn our colors to as many as the
millions watching. Our people were shown were wedssed, with attractive personalities and artteutaessages including delegates in
the scenes at the reunion.

The program was originally scheduled for four haarsvo parts. Because of the economy it was sdadedt to two hours. Our original
plans were based on much longer segments with atietjime to develop positions. We shot our intewgiéor about five hours, realizing
they would be edited. Note that Dr. Skip Gates hbst-producer, kept his agreement with us toletspokes people go without a lot of
interruption or argument. When we added the covetdghe presentation to the Weary Clyburn familtha reunion, which cut further
into our interview time, meaning for one meanindédture we sacrificed some great commentary byDkan, Brag Bowling and Don
Shelton. Still, they did well though editing forettime squeeze negated some of their best lines.

Another important element of this event is the iy that other producers will now realize ther$ of Confederate Veterans have an
important place in public discussion. A brick wafllquasi-censorship may have been cracked.

For those who might believe we didn't get enougéririew time, you may have a point. Keep in mitnils tvas not an exclusive SCV
program and we were there on a shared time batiswany others. One other point to consider is dio@ing our interview time, we got in
some good licks. If you think about it, some of best quotes of all time are about ten seconds igtvery true of television. Think also
what the cost of a 30 second spot to a premieferataudience would be.

By proper planning and coordination the SCV, depetbcertain understandings that were faithfullyeotaed by the producers, Ark
Productions of Brooklyn, NY. This resulted in ar#paf cooperative management of who, what, whelmerng and how we would be
included.

The bottom line is the program attacked the Lingolrih and presented so many of the negatives iodlirs life that have been avoided
by historians for years. This includes some whceapgd on the program and now exposed by havindrtt dhere is a Lincoln “myth”.
They also chide each other for not viewing histiorlight of the times, rather than viewing it, &gy often do, as if the events were today.
The program further gives us an opportunity totedgéthat it is and used by schools throughoutabentry to help overcome the problem
of children being misled on the life of Lincoln atitt causes of the War Between the States. Itsgis@s as an introduction to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans by the SCV being portrayedfavorable light. Dr. Gates has assured me heeklaktedly endorses this idea. In
his case, he has convinced me he is interestéaitrith as defined in the program, though he noes as a devoted Lincoln fan,
blemishes and all. Who would have believed thalS6% would have so advanced The Charge on the ioccakLincoln's 200th

birthday? | think General S. D. Lee would be profids. Who would believe that our entire budget va®?

Finally, our committee would like to thank the S@Xecutive leadership covering two administraticrstifie constant support and
encouragement we have been given. We continue ltmme the input our compatriots.

NOTE: "Looking for Lincoln" will air in the comingveeks also. If you missed its initial showing onP&nsult pbs.org for the times
subsequent airings.



General Stephen D. Lee’s Salute to the Confederate Flaiy
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Veterarls

| Salute the Confederate Flag

New Orleans - 1906 with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the

“To you, Sons of Confederate Cause for which it stanc
Veterans, we will submit the

vindication of the Cause for whic
we fought. To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier's good namg

Al

the guardianship of his history, t
emulation of his virtues, the

perpetuatlon Of those prInCIpIes The Thomas H. Hobbs Jourrialthe official
Ioved and WhICh made h|m publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs

; ; Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
glorious and which your also The views expressed in the publication are those
cherish” of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the

right to accept or reject any article or
advertisemel




