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Editor
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From the Editor and Staff of the

Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Hope 2009 is a banner year!
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Compatriots,

�������������������� hope everyone had a great Christmas this year.
2009 is right around the corner and it should be an
eventful year. 2009 has been proclaimed as the Year of
Semmes and we will have articles in the newsletter
about the Admiral. We are still trying to line up Ed
Semmes, the great great grandson of Admiral Semmes
to be a guest speaker at the camp. He has a lot of
information on the Admiral as well as the discovery of
the C.S.S. Alabama and the salvage efforts underway off
the coast of France.

2009 also marks the 20th anniversary of the Hobbs Camp
and plans are being started for the commemoration of
this event. Look for more on this in future issues and
discussion at the camp meeting.

Scheduled in the first part of the New Year will be a
couple of meetings designed to be informative about the
SCV and the betterment of the camp and the
organization as a whole. The first will be a NE Brigade
meeting and it will be held on February 7th in Huntsville.
Scheduled speakers will talk about recruiting, camp
structure, programs and more. The next meeting will be
the Army of Tennessee meeting in Birmingham. It will
be a more in depth look at opportunities within the SCV.
Make plans to attend both if you can.

Finally, in June we will hold camp elections. We will
elect a new Commander at this time. My term will
expire officially on July 31st. I have enjoyed the
opportunity to serve as your Camp Commander but it
will be nice to sit back and let someone else guide us.
There are many challenges and opportunities ahead for
our camp and we must be ready.

����������
Commanding

Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp
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  Many of you are aware that the camp was in the
planning stages of a special project to properly mark
the gravesite of our camp’s namesake, Captain
Thomas Hubbard Hobbs. Captain Hobbs is buried
in the Spring Hill Cemetery in Lynchburg, Virginia.
He was buried there after dying from wounds while
engaged in battle at Gaines Mill. The tombstone on
his grave is in very poor condition and does need to
be replaced or restored.

A roadblock to the project has come up. We enlisted
the aid of the local SCV camp in Lynchburg and
they talked to the caretaker of the cemetery on our
behalf to see what we needed to do to add a military
designation to his grave. The curator gave us a list
of possible solutions. They are: 1. Replace the
existing stone with an exact replica and then destroy
the old one  2. Restore the old stone  3. Put down a
footmarker (VA type) or 4. Install a Southern Cross.
Any of these would require a written, notarized
statement from a direct Hobbs family member.

Number 1 is out, Captain Hobb’s wife placed the
stone and it would be wrong to destroy the stone she
placed on her husband’s grave. Number 2 is a
possibility but still would not mark his grave
militarily. Number 3 is a definite possibility and
number 4 is a last resort but does not accomplish
what our original intentions were. We have the
direct descendant lined up and she is thrilled the
camp wants to do something.

Discussion will be held at an upcoming camp
meeting on option number 3 and the placing of a
suitable marker in the Athens City Cemetery at the
family plot where his wife and children are buried.

We will keep you informed of our progress.
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                                                       The December meeting of the Captain Thomas Hobbs Camp was held on the 5th
                                              at the Rogers Center. Each December we hold our annual Awards Dinner Meeting.
                                              It is at this meeting we present two awards; one for the Camp Member of the Year and
                                              another for the Compatriot of the Year. This second award goes to someone outside
                                              the camp who has contributed to the preservation of Southern History or its symbols.
                                              This meeting also allows us to fellowship with each other and meet the wives and
                                              children of some of our newer members. It was also nice having Alabama Division
                                             Commander Robert Reames, 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle and several special
guests in attendance with us. We had a great turnout for the dinner and a ton of food.

This year, a first occurred, we had one person nominated by five different people for the Camp Member of the Year.
Buzz Estes was the recipient of the Elliot R. Matthews III Award. Buzz has worked all year long on a number of
camp projects and has been involved in some personal projects that have benefited the camp. Buzz was a member of
the Hobbs Camp Cemetery Crew that marked all of the graves in Limestone County, he has participated in every
recruiting booth that the camp has sponsored, he came up with and spearheaded the book drive for the two libraries
in town and due to his efforts many articles of the camps activities have appeared in the Athens News Courier, The
Decatur Daily and The Huntsville Times. Buzz also provided us with the contact for the entertainment we enjoyed at
the dinner.

The winner of the Charles F. Kilpatrick Award was Athens Mayor, Dan Williams. Each year Mayor Williams signs
a proclamation designating April as Confederate History and Heritage Month. When the Hobbs Camp was finishing
up the grave marking project we realized we had 18 soldiers who were buried in the City Cemetery in family plots
where it was impossible to differentiate which grave was his. We discussed what we wanted to do and approached
the Mayor for the City’s approval. Mayor Williams approved our plan of the city providing a spot for a memorial
that would contain the stones of these 18 soldiers and a monument to the unknown soldiers buried in Limestone
County.

Award winning entertainer Shane Adkins played for us before, during and after dinner. Shane carries on the
traditional guitar style of Chet Atkins, Merle Travis and Doc Watson. You can see more of Shane at his web site
www.shaneadkins.com

The night came to a close with a drawing for door prizes and the singing of Dixie.
Thanks to the ladies of the Mary Fielding Chapter, Order of Confederate Rose for decorating the room and setting
up for the dinner.

Left: Buzz Estes receives his award
from Commander Jimmy Hill as
other Camp Officers look on.

Right: Mayor Dan Williams receives
a cavalry sword from Charles
Kilpatrick after receiving the award
for Compatriot of the Year.
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In the span of three years during the Civil War Raphael Semmes, admiral, general and lawyer, stole the
hearts of the South, won the fear and respect of the seafaring nations of the world and inflicted a
$6,000,000 wound to Federal shipping. As captain of the "Sumter" and the "Alabama" Semmes out-
maneuvered and jauntily defied the vastly superior Federal naval forces to scourge the seas of vessels
carrying cargoes vital to the Federal cause. Semmes' successful career of preying on unarmed merchant
vessels concluded with the dramatic battle in which the Union ship "Keasarge" overwhelmed the
"Alabama," leaving it to settle in the mud off the coast of France.
Emerging as one of the most popular military figures of the Civil War, Semmes owed much of his fame to
his humanity to prisoners as to his brilliant naval tactics. Many a Yankee skipper felt the keen edge of
Semmes' sarcasm but none reported an uncalled-for use of steel. Tried after the war for cruelty to prisoners,
Semmes was dramatically cleared when captain after captain testified he had been "complete in his regard
for the rights and privileges" of his prisoners.

Orphaned at ten, Semmes embarked on a training cruise as a United States Naval Midshipman at fifteen,
learning the poorly charted waters of the West Indies. Later Semmes used this knowledge to elude the guns
of his former fellow midshipmen. After losing the "Alabama" Semmes returned to the Confederacy and late
in the war was commissioned a Brigadier General in the Confederate States Army. At the close of the war
his parole papers listed him as both an admiral and a general. A native of Maryland, Semmes was a resident
of Mobile both before and after the war.

Source: Alabama Hall of Fame 1968

C.S.S. Alabama



��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������������

������#��������

*���#�����+

���	�&
������	�&
������	�&
������	�&
���
    Overwhelmed was the best description I could give
for the reaction of the Department of Human Services to
the camp contribution to the Food Bank. I delivered over
250 pounds of canned foods and staple items to their
building. Carolyn Paige, the director complimented the
SCV and its continued good works. She told me that she
had been seeing the pictures in the News Courier about
our camp and thought our camp was doing great work in
the county, not only in preserving Southern history but
also for our work in civic projects. She told me that this
time of year people concentrate on getting toys ready for
the children and sometimes food contributions fall off.
Our contribution will help plug a gap for many families.

Thanks to everyone that came to the Camp Christmas
Dinner and brought their donations. This is a project we
need to continue with in the future.
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  The Awards Committee made a recommendation
that the camp begin to honor camp members who
are veterans of the armed forces and who served
honorably during wartime periods. The standards
for this medal are the same as the National
Defense Medal and use American Legion
Standards. The first recipient of the War Service
Medal from the Hobbs Camp was 1st Lt.
Commander, Alabama Division Tom Strain. Tom
served in the 20th Special Forces Group during
Desert Storm and was a sergeant.  Tom was
presented the war service medal during the Camp
Christmas Dinner. We hope to be able to present
more of the medals during the upcoming years. To
start the process we need the members DD-214
and a completed application. The application and
DD-214 are submitted to the General Executive
Council of the Sons of Confederate Veterans for
final approval. Pictured below is Tom receiving
his medal from his wife Tara.

A group of Hobbs Camp members made the trek to Nashville
for the annual relics show held the first weekend of December.
Billed as the largest show in the United States, you are able to
find virtually anything relating to the war period.
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On December 7th, the Virginia Clay Clopton Chapter,
United Daughters of the Confederacy held grave
dedications for two Confederate soldiers buried at Maple
Hill Cemetery in Huntsville. A chilly day but a nice
crowd gathered for the service. The Hobbs Camp
provided the Color Guard for the event. We escorted
Flags in for both graves and posted the Colors at the last
gravesite. We provided a three shot volley over the
graves of the two men. After the dedications we stood in
formation behind the grave of their Chapters namesake
as they placed a wreath on her grave for the holiday
season.

The ladies provided hot chocolate and cookies and cakes
after the service was concluded.

Pictured below are Scott Gordon, (Bugler), Jimmy Hill,
Andy Jackson and Charles Kilpatrick.
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The weather would not cooperate with
us on December 20th so the cleanup of
the Collier Cemetery has been moved to
January 17th at 9 PM.
We will meet at the Pizza Parlor on
Hwy. 99 close to Owens School and go
from there to the cemetery. We will
need rakes, shovels, an axe and a
chainsaw to get the work done.

This cemetery is but one of many that
needs to be cleaned. We will be doing
the Tillery, Adams, Stewart, Thach and
the Grigsby cemeteries in the upcoming
months. We still have to arrange these
with the property owners.
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     Our speaker for the January meeting
will be Mr. Wesley Stroud. He is the
grandson of Confederate soldier and he will
be sharing stories about his grandfather as
told to him by his grandmother.
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More books have been written on Robert E. Lee than just about any other
general in American history with maybe the exception of George
Washington. Many people as well as myself believe that the greatness that
Lee achieved was a part of his destiny that came with his birth. Robert E.
Lee was born January 19, 1807 at Stratford Hall on the lower Potomac.
Born into a famous family with a General for a father mapped the direction
his early life would take. In the absence of his father Robert took care of
the family until his departure for West Point in 1825. Robert graduated
second in his class without a single demerit and for this he was eligible for
a choice position in the Army Corp of Engineers. The outbreak of
hostilities with Mexico gave a glimpse into the kind of officer Robert E.

Lee would be. His command of his troops was brilliant and brought him much attention back in
Washington. His next assignment would be as Superintendent of West Point. Lee tried to avoid the
appointment but his appeal was denied. As with everything else in his life he set out to do the best
in the position that he possibly could do. He made sweeping changes at West Point especially in
academic standards. The country was headed to war and discreetly the command of the army in the
field was offered to Lee. Again his character showed brightly as he turned down the offer because
he could not have a part in the invasion of his homeland, Virginia. Lee resigned from the Federal
Army and was appointed the commander of Virginia’s forces in 1861. Setbacks in Western Virginia
brought out his critics. Southern newspapers labeled him as “Evacuating Lee” or “Granny Lee”.
Lee’s next assignment was the supervising of the building of fortifications in South Carolina and
Georgia. Following this he served as a military advisor to President Jefferson Davis. With the
wounding of Johnston, Lee was put into command of the Confederate army around Richmond. Here
Lee would set in motion a brilliant plan that would drive McClellan from the peninsula and save the
Confederate capital. Robert E. Lee had a great skill in surrounding himself with men that balanced
each other’s abilities and shortcomings. Men like Jackson, Stuart and Longstreet were a great asset
to Lee. They clearly were different in their actions but meshed together to form a great staff.
Longstreet was the defensive genius counterbalanced by the aggressiveness and tactical genius of
Jackson, which played off the daring exploits of Stuart. Lee and the Confederate army he
commanded would reach remarkable results. He grasped victory from defeat so many times and
cost many a Union general his job. Most would underestimate Lee and his command abilities but
they all would come to understand the love and admiration his troops had for him. Faced with little
food and other supplies the men of the Army of Northern Virginia were still willing to fight to the
end. Lee’s compassion for his men and the realization that continued fighting would not change the
end result, he chose to seek terms of surrender from General Grant.
After the war Robert E. Lee became the President of Washington College. There he would serve the
students and faculty as meticulously as he had his soldiers and government during the war years.
General Robert E. Lee died on October 12, 1870. Former soldier’s came to pay their respects one
last time to the greatest General and possibly the greatest individual from the South.
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Thomas Jonathon Jackson was born on January 21, 1824 in Clarksburg,
Virginia. His military life began as a graduate of West Point in 1846.
He served in the artillery with distinction during the Mexican War
earning two brevets. He resigned from the army to accept a teaching
position at Virginia Military Institute. Jackson’s students found him to
be strange in his ways and nicknamed him “Tom Fool Jackson”.

With the outbreak of the war Jackson was commissioned a colonel in
the Virginia State forces and was sent to Harpers Ferry where his
assignment was to organize raw recruits. Jackson would rise rapidly
through the ranks. He would become the commander of the 1st Brigade,

Army of the Shenandoah in May 1861, Brigadier general June 1861, Commander, 1st Brigade,
2nd Corps, Army of the Potomac, July 1861, Major general, October 1861, Commander of the
Valley District, Army of Northern Virginia, November 1861 and Lt. General October 1862.

Leaving Harpers Ferry, Jackson’s brigade moved to link up with General Beauregard at
Manassas Junction. In this battle Jackson was given the nickname “Stonewall” by General
Barnard Bee. Jackson always insisted that the brigade earned the nickname but the nickname
stuck to him throughout the rest of his life. The 1st Brigade would be the only brigade to have its
nickname become its official designation by declaration of the Confederate government. Not all
of Jackson’s battles ended in victory. He had several setbacks in the winter of 1861.
Deeply religious, Jackson often would be seen praying on the battlefield before and during the
battle itself. In March of 1862 he attacked on a Sunday, a move that he would always regret.
The attack ended as a defeat but did prevent reinforcements being sent to McClellan. Jackson’s
greatest victories were coming. Jackson held on at the battle of 2nd Bull Run until Longstreet
arrived where a victory was achieved. He distinguished himself again at Antietam. At
Fredricksburg, the brigade again distinguished itself. At Chancellorsville he would lead the 2nd

Corps in what would be his greatest victory. He led the 2nd Corps around the Union right flank
and routed the 11th Corps. That evening while reconnoitering the Union lines, he was mortally
wounded by his own men. Jackson’s arm was amputated but pneumonia set in and Thomas
“Stonewall” Jackson died eight days later on May 10, 1863. Jackson’s body was returned to
Lexington, Virginia where he was buried. Thousands turned out to get a glimpse of one of the
South’s greatest leaders. The tide of the war would begin to change with the death of Jackson.
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     2009 is the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. It will be commemorated like
nothing we have seen since the bicentennial celebration of the founding of the United States
in 1976. Events have been in the planning stages for some time now as the Lincolnites
will try to raise the 16th President to sainthood status by the end of the celebration.

Our plans are to delve into works that the mainstream tend to want to forget or they try to
dismiss the revelations as being someone’s feeble attempt to discredit Mr. Lincoln.

The story we tell will begin the same as theirs, Abraham Lincoln was born February 12th, 1809 in Hardin County,
Kentucky (or was he?). His parents were Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks. A part that the tellers of his story will
no doubt leave out was that Lincoln often wondered about illegitimacy concerning his mother and also his birth.
Several articles have been written concerning this topic and one article in particular tells a story about Abraham
Lincoln being the illegitimate son of John C. Calhoun and Nancy Hanks. Supposedly found in the annals of South
Carolina history is a copy of a document where John C. Calhoun is making $100 payments per year to Nancy
Hanks for the care of an illegitimate son. One writer, William Herndon, a former law partner of Lincoln’s wrote a
book in the late 1800’s using mostly interviews from people associated with Lincoln in his early Illinois years
along with his own personal remembrances. The first draft of the book has long been removed  and a second more
sanitized version was published.

Much will be written about Lincoln’s early years as the family struggled to survive; his mother dying while Abe
was a youngster and how his father remarried. Lincoln would work hard on the family farm, ax in hand. Lincoln
had little formal education, the equivalent of a year. He had a passion for reading and was able to educate himself
this way. After living in the backwoods for 22 years Abraham Lincoln left for Illinois to start a new life.

It was in the town of New Salem, Illinois that Lincoln would begin to emerge. He carried his backwoods persona
throughout his life using it whenever the opportunity presented itself, it would help him greatly in the political
arena. He became known in the small town because of his humor and his feats of strength. He held several jobs in
the small town but storekeeper was the one that paid his bills during his first few years in New Salem.

In New Salem, Lincoln would meet some people who would have great influence upon his life. Many of these
people will be brought up during the celebration of Lincoln’s birth but I imagine there will be hardly a mention of
the bouts of depression that plagued Lincoln or the hint of sexuality surrounding him that these same people talked
about in later years.

This is where we will leave it this month and we will pick up with his first love in the February edition. The early
years of Lincoln’s life especially those in Illinois will show that Lincoln was a better politician than most give him
credit for and on today’s standards would put him in the company of several other cunning, manipulative
politicians who have played the American public when the window of opportunity was opened. Lincoln could have
certainly held his own today.
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General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


