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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Michael W. Kelley             256-230-0255

1st Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

2nd Lt. Commander
David Griggs    .              256-233-0672

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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     It is that time of the year again. Our Christmas dinner
is scheduled for December 12th at the Rogers Center, First
Presbyterian Church. We have two awards that can be
presented each year. Nominations come from the Camp
membership.

The first award is for Camp Member of the Year. The
description in the Camp by – laws is that nominees must
have performed exceptional service to the SCV for an
extended period of time. Elected Camp officers are not
eligible. (Commander, 1st and 2nd Lt. Commander).
Nominations should be submitted to the Camp
Commander or Camp Adjutant by mail or by email. The
mailing address is PO Box 662, Athens, Alabama 35612.

The second award is for Compatriot of the Year. This
award goes to an individual or organization that has
actively participated in the preservation of Confederate
symbols or heritage. This award is not restricted to Hobbs
Camp members. Nominations should be sent to the
Commander or Adjutant by the same means as above.
This award is given at the discretion of the Executive
Committee. Past winners of this award have been Athens
News Courier Editor, Sonny Turner, County Commission
Chairman David Seibert and Mayor Dan Williams.

Nominations need to be submitted by November 19th to
allow the Executive Committee an opportunity to meet on
the submissions and to get the plaques made before the
December 12th dinner. The awards nominations can also
be turned in at the November camp meeting.

It is not too early to make your plans now to attend the
Camp Christmas dinner. Each year the attendance has
continued to grow and we expect this year to be the same.
The ladies of the OCR will be in touch with everyone to
make up our menu. It will be potluck as in years past. We
will also be doing a collection for either the food bank or
for the local DHS.

Deo Vindice
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November 7 – Athens Veterans Day Parade

November 8 – Giles County Black Confederate
                        Grave Dedications. Pulaski, Tn

November 19 - Camp meeting

November 26 - Thanksgiving

December 5 –  Nashville Relics Show

December 5 –  Executive Meeting, Alabama Div.

December 6 – Grave Dedication, Huntsville

December 12 – Camp Christmas Dinner
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The cemetery crew will meet in front of the Pizza
Parlor (Andy Jackson’s business) on Hwy 99 at 8
AM on Saturday, November 21st.
We have a few objectives to accomplish.

First we will be going to Collier Cemetery #1
where we will clear away a fallen tree and then
attempt to set the marker back on the base of a
Confederate soldiers grave.

Second, we will go to the Salem cemetery and
place a marker on the grave of J.P. Smith, 9th

Alabama Infantry.

Last we are going to break into groups and survey
the cemeteries in the vicinity of Hwy 99 to see if
there is any work that needs to be done to the
graves we have already marked.
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������� ommander Mike Kelley welcomed another nice crowd to the October meeting of the Captain Thomas H.
Hobbs Camp. Commander Kelley welcomed our visitors and after the usual opening ceremonies he introduced
our special guest for the evening. Jacque Gray Reeves was no stranger to most in the room. She is an avid
historian, writer and can be found at the Donnell House in Athens where she tends to the operations of the home.
She spoke on spies during the War for Southern Independence. She told of interesting people, men and women
                                   who took great risks on both sides to deliver information for the cause they believed in. We
                                   also learned that many times false information was given to the press so those gleaning the
                                   newspapers for leads would end up reporting things that were far from reality. Jacque also
                                   told of an account here locally where the telegraph operator from Huntsville saw Ormsby
                                   Mitchel’s troops heading towards Huntsville, he telegraphed into the station to warn the
                                   Confederates of the upcoming threat. But because of a Union sympathizer posing as a true
                                   Southerner, the message was never delivered. Mitchel took Huntsville with little to no
                                   Resistance. Jacque gave an informative talk and we welcome her to come back and speak
again. The Donnell House and its use during the war would be another topic close to the camp.

In the business section of the meeting we heard a report about the final numbers from the Fiddlers Convention
and a special word of thanks was expressed for the ladies of the OCR for their help on both days we were there.
Commander Kelley welcomed Compatriot Hoyt Smith as the newest member of the Hobbs Camp.

A big topic of business for the evening was the introduction of the Fightin’ with Forrest book that we are selling
as a fundraiser for the camp. Books will be available at each meeting and several members have taken a case with
them to sell on consignment. The 568 page hardback book was donated to the National SCV and we are acting as
selling agents for a percentage of the profit. If you would like a copy of the book please contact Jimmy Hill
through the newsletter or at home or pick one up at any of the meetings. We started with 391 copies and we have
sold 65 copies so far. Also discussed at the October meeting were a number of upcoming events involving the
camp. You will find these in more detail farther in the newsletter.

Commander Kelley dismissed the camp after Adjutant Curley led us in S.D. Lee’s Charge to the SCV.
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The Sesquicentennial (150 years) of the Cause for Southern
Independence is upon us!

    The Sons of Confederate Veterans has established a unique
way you can show support for our efforts and build a legacy
for the future. It is the SCV Sesquicentennial Society! By
joining this prestigious group you will help in supporting two
projects very important to the future.

First - The General Executive Council made the commitment
in October of 2008 to start the process to erect a new building
on our property at Historic Elm Springs. One of the uses of
this new building is to give us office space and return Elm
Springs to its original grandeur. However the main function is
to house The Confederate Museum We are planning a
museum that will tell the truth about what motivated the
Southern people to struggle for many years to form a new
nation. It will give an accurate portrayal of the Confederate
soldier, something that is lacking in most museums and in the
media. 75% of the money received through this effort goes to
the building fund.

Second -  We need to leave a legacy for our Compatriots who
will be the members and leaders of the SCV when the
Bicentennial of the Cause for Southern Independence arrives
50 years from now. One can only guess at the obstacles they
will have to face in putting forth an accurate commemoration.
25% of the money will go into a fund to be used by the SCV
at that point in time.

Here is how you can take part. To join the Society, it is a
minimum payment of $200 (You can give more if you wish!)
You will receive a handsome SCV Sesquicentennial Society
Medal and Certificate. This program will end at the close of
the Sesquicentennial. You may pay all at once or you can
make non-refundable installments of $50 (You will receive
the medal and certificate when paid in full).

Send a check to: Sons of Confederate Veterans
                           c/o Sesquicentennial Society
                           PO Box 59
                           Columbia, TN 38402

Or you can call 1-800-MY-DIXIE to pay by credit card.

   We hope that all Compatriots will take advantage of this
opportunity to make a stand for the future. You can proudly
wear your medal and display your certificate as symbols of
your commitment to teaching the true history of the South to
future generations.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Tom V. Strain Jr.  AOT Councilman

Compatriots,
You may remember a few years ago when we had a
deal with Amazon where the SCV got a percentage of
the money you spent there. Wouldn't it be nice to have
places to shop where a portion of your money goes to
support the SCV? Now you have that place, a whole
mall in fact. A mall with hundreds of stores where
each purchase helps the SCV. There you will find all
the big name stores that you may already order from.
Also there are discounts and coupons available.
We now have the SCV on-line Mall. We have
partnered with an organization called We-Care. Their
motto is Shop with Purpose. Well we certainly have a
purpose! The link is: http://scv.we-care.com/

Of course this can only be a successful venture if we
use it. Please immediately book mark that page. For
those who might forget to go there before shopping,
you can download a reminder, so that if you go to, for
example eBay or Amazon, a box will pop up that
asked is you want a portion to got to the SCV, you
will of course say yes! You can find the reminder
program under the Downloads tab on the Mall page or
go to http://scv.we-care.com/Downloads/Reminder

Please go check this out and spread the word. Anyone
can shop there! Send the links to all your friends and
family. Use it for business purchases. Put in on your
social networking sites like facebook. Make it a part
of your signature on your emails. Put the link on your
personal webpage. Above I have placed a web banner
that you can attach the link to. I ask all SCV
webmasters to put it on their sites. Notice that I have
not used the SCV logo on the banner, that way any of
our friends, like the UDC or OCR, can place it on
their sites as well!

I truly believe this program will benefit us greatly. Be
sure to forward this email to your contacts, and place
this information in your newsletters. I hope you all
enjoy using this service and I appreciate your efforts.

YOS
Chuck McMichael
CiC SCV
 scvcic72@gmail.com
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The Hobbs Camp set up an information booth in
front of the Confederate Soldier on October 31st at
the Courthouse Square. Buzz Estes and Jimmy
Hill gave out SCV books, decals and hopefully
recruited new members in the SCV. We talked to
about 50 people while we were set up. The
weather looked bad at the beginning but by noon
the sun was trying to peek out. Although it was
not as busy as in years past we still got our
message out to those who stopped by.
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The Camp has been asked to participate in the 2nd Annual
Athens Veterans Day Parade. The parade is on November
7th. We will meet at Athens High School at 8:30 AM to
get everything and everyone organized. Our plans are to
have two of the OCR ladies in period dress carrying the
camp banner to lead us. Directly behind them will be the
Honor Guard and then the Color Guard will come in
behind them. Don Frost has volunteered to drive his truck
and we will pace him behind the Color Guard. We will
have two people in the truck bed waving to the crowd.
This is similar to what we did in the Elkmont Christmas
Parade two years ago and it looked very good. We need at
least ten men in uniform to pull this off. Get with
Commander Mike Kelley, Jimmy Hill, Buzz Estes or
Charles Kilpatrick if you can be there.
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On November 8th at 2 PM there will be a cemetery
dedication for 18 Black Confederate soldiers in
Maplewood Cemetery, Pulaski, Tennessee. The
event is being sponsored by the Giles County
UDC and SCV. Many of you are aware of the
difficulties they have had to endure in getting
these soldiers properly marked. They were
originally turned down by the VA for the stones
and ran into roadblocks getting the stones every
time they made any headway. They finally started
having fundraisers to buy the markers themselves.
The Hobbs Camp purchased one of the markers
for the groups.

This dedication needs to be well attended, to show
those that stood in the way of honoring these
soldiers that finally the men have finally been
recognized for their service. Members of the
Hobbs Camp will help form the Honor and Color
Guards. Compatriot Tom V. Strain Jr. will be
speaking at the service. If you have never been to
a Confederate marking, then this is the one you
need to attend.

There has been a lot of time and effort put into this
project. Relatives of the soldiers will be there to
see their ancestor honored. Let us remember these
men and their sacrifices.
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The Camp will be providing the Color Guard and firing
line for the Virginia Clay Clopton Chapter, UDC at
Maple Hill Cemetery in Huntsville on December 6th.
The service begins at 2 PM.
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The annual Camp trip to the Nashville Relics Show
will be on December 5th. We will meet at 7 AM at the
First Baptist Church Fellowship Center parking lot.
We will be in Nashville until around 1 PM. Some of
the members are planning a side trip to the Blockade
Runner to look at uniforms and accessories.

This show is billed as the largest in the U.S. It covers 6
buildings and if it deals with the war era you should be
able to find it there. Admission is around $6. We will
need a couple of volunteers to drive. Unfortunately this
is the same weekend as the Executive meeting in
Clanton so there will be a few of us that will miss this
years show.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


