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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                 Phone #
Michael W. Kelley             256-230-0255

1st Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

2nd Lt. Commander
David Griggs    .              256-233-0672

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Past Commander
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor

Miss Limestone Sheriffs Rodeo, Dakota Missildine stopped by the SCV booth
at the Athens Fiddlers Convention. I think you can pick her out in the photo.

Front Row: Charles Byrd, Dakota Missildine and  Buzz Estes
Back row: Jimmy Hill, Tom Strain and Charles Kilpatrick
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(Filling in for the Commander this month is Lt. Commander Tom Strain)

Compatriots,

It has been a while since I had an opportunity to address
you through the newsletter. I really don’t know where to
start but I suppose it should be with the recently
completed Fiddlers Convention. It was a great time of
camaraderie for all of us that worked the booth this year.
We had a number of compliments on our service and
products that we served the large crowd in attendance. We
had the opportunity to talk about the SCV and passed out
a lot of Confederate Veterans. I would like to thank the
ladies of the OCR for their help during the event. Cyndi
Himes, Rita Majors, Betty Kilpatrick, Tara Strain, Patsy
Parmer and Shelia Hill were there keeping us out of
trouble except for one brief moment, refer back to the
picture on the front page, (just kidding Tara).

We have several events coming up to close out 2009
including the annual Christmas party and our annual
awards ceremony for the camp. It will be held on
December 12th at the First Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Center. (Same as last year). Please make plans
to attend this event and bring the family.

I would also like to let you know that Jimmy Hill, Buzz
Estes, Richard Martin and I have completed the new
“Civil War” Trail brochure for Athens / Limestone
County. It has been sent to the printer and we are waiting
for the proofs to come for approval. This is the first of
many items that we are working on wit h the Chamber of
Commerce as we approach the Sesquicentennial of the
War for Southern Independence.

In closing, I would like to announce my candidacy for
Army of Tennessee Commander. I hope that I can count
on the Camps support as I go into this new endeavor of
my SCV career. My web site is www.scv-strain.com and I
invite you to check it out in the near future for updates.

Tom Strain Jr.
1st Lt. Commander
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October 15 – Camp meeting, Veterans Museum
                       7 PM

October 17 – Cemetery Work Day, 8 AM
                      Athens City Cemetery

October 24 – Operations Committee Meeting
                      Mt. Creek, Ala

October 31 – Storytellers Festival on the Square
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The recruiting efforts by the NE Brigade at the
Battle for Decatur were great. This was by far the
best crowd that attended the event in many years.
We had several hundred people come through the
booth and they stayed to talk. We had several
strong leads on membership for the camps in
North Alabama.

Thanks to Mike Kelley, Buzz Estes, Tom Strain,
Donnie Stanford, Charles Kilpatrick and David
Griggs for representing the Hobbs Camp at the
booth.
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It is that time of year again. Adjutant Curley
will be accepting dues at the October meeting
or you can pay by mail. Please help him by
getting your dues in as quickly as possible.

If you joined in 2009 using prorated dues then
you are good to August 2010.
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������������������������������������� he September meeting of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp was held at the
                                     Veterans Museum. Our speaker for the meeting was Compatriot Jay Willis of the Colonel
                                     Egbert J. Jones Camp of Huntsville. Jay was back by popular demand to do part 2 of his
                                     War Between the States Trivia Contest. If you thought Part 1 was difficult then you were
                                     really in trouble for Part 2. A lot of guessing and a standard answer of “Virginia” became
                                     the theme for the night as the questions were asked. The Grand prize winner of an all
                                     expense paid trip to East Limestone was Compatriot Jason Thomas. Runner-ups were
                                     Mark Curley and David Griggs.

The September meeting also brought to a conclusion an opportunity
for Camp members to make donations to the Restoration of Fort
Henderson / Trinity School Project that we voted on several months
ago. Hobbs Camp members donated through the Camp, $1000 to go
towards the project. Pictured at right is Ed Gilbert, Richard Martin,
Jimmy Hill and David Malone. A portion of the fort and an artillery
placement is planned for the property.

We discussed the continuing work at the Athens City Cemetery that the Cemetery Crew has completed and
announced the upcoming workday. Plans were made to set the J.W. Black marker back in place along with his
sister. Both markers had been displaced due to a fallen tree. We also recognized Paula and James Phillips, who
contacted the camp about help with the Delap Cemetery at Ardmore. We have one Confederate soldier buried
there. We agreed to help with the cemetery after we finish the October Athens City Cemetery work.

Our biggest topic of the night was the planning of the Camps participation for the fourth year in the Athens
Fiddlers Convention. Although it is primarily a fundraising effort for the Camp, it also gives us a chance to visit
with people interested in the Sons of Confederate Veterans and our work. The work hours were announced and a
vote was taken that we keep our menu simple this year to help make things go as smooth as possible.
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Limestone County – In 1865, as the war was
coming to an end, a wealthy planter named Charles
Hansen claimed he and two Confederate soldiers
were traveling in disguise inside a wagon that had
been disguised to like a hay wagon. Concealed
within were two wooden crates measuring 2’x3’x4’
each carrying $50,000 in gold and silver destined for
Columbia, Tennessee, where General Hood was to
receive the treasure.

But the transport never arrived. The wagon became
stuck in mud by a bog about a half-mile south of a
stream crossing. While attempting to free the wagon,
a small party of Union scouts happened upon the
scene. For reasons unknown; a gunfight resulted.
Hansen claimed while he exchanged shots with the
Union scouts his comrades tossed both crates into
the bog to keep the treasure out of Union hands. The
fate of both Confederate soldiers is unknown, but
Hansen escaped and took refuge in the home of a
fellow planter and friend. Hansen claimed he waited
for things to cool off before returning to the bog to
recover the treasure. When he returned, however, he
once again encountered a Union patrol. During a
brief gun battle, Hansen was killed.

As far as anyone knows, the treasure remains lost in
the bog. The site is believed to be off Hwy. 127
about 7 miles north/northwest of Athens and ½ mile
south of Williams Springs, near Hays Mill.

Hobbs Camp members Charles Byrd, Buzz Estes,
Commander Mike Kelley and Jimmy Hill lend a helping
hand (feet in this case) to the Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp
of Huntsville. We participated with the Jones Camp in
the Madison Street Festival Parade.

Behind us was the Jones Camp float promoting the
SCV. Many cheers were heard for the Confederates and
along the way came a request for a Rebel Yell.

A large crowd was on hand for the Festival. The Jones
Camp also was there to recruit new members to the
SCV.
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At right is the area the Cemetery Crew has been
working. Work completed has been
(1) Hobbs plot restoration
(2) Setting stones in the Keyes plot
(3) leveling the Crenshaw stone
(4) Repairing and resetting the Crenshaw Marker
(5) leveling the Black stone
(6) Placing the Stubbs marker back on its base and
repairing the finial
(7) Repair and setting the marker for J.W. Black
(8) Repair and setting the marker of J.W. Blacks sister



-��������������&����	��
�

To the United Daughters of the Confederacy
October 28 – 1901

Joseph E. Johnston Chapter 198
Mrs. Mollie Anderson Harris

                      President

Dear Madam:

         I am glad to know, that through your noble associations generous offer, every worthy Ex-Confederate Soldier
will be able to wear a badge designating each one, as one who fought well, in the cause we all loved and has no
apology to make to the North for having done so.
         I make application for one of the Southern Cross’s of Honor and shall value its possession highly –
         many events of the War, I am unable to recall but will do the best I can.
         On the 28th day of Feby 1863 I left my home and family and enlisted in Company “B”, Hawkins Battalion of
Sharpshooters. Officers of our Company, were Daniel Coleman Captain
Bethey 1st Lieut
Richard Coleman 2nd Lieut
Our Battalion was with the 16th Regiment Alabama Infantry and said Regiment was commanded by Colonel W.B.
Wood, General S.A.M. Woods Brigade. Our Battalion left Huntsville, Alabama about April 1864. I was in many
skirmishes and took part in the Battles – Chickamauga – Missionary Ridge.
         I was captured at the Battle of Missionary Ridge about the 24 or 25th of November 1864. I saw Lieut Richd
Coleman fall, when he was shot at the Battle of Chickamauga. I was close to him in that Battle. Lieut Colemans
negro boy bore him off the field.
         I was sent to Rock Island Ill Prison – I and four other prisoners attempted to escape. We approached one of
the Guards and offered a bribe, $25.00 in Jewelry, to unlock the Sewer outside the walls, he consented and that
night gave us the signal that he had done so, we made rope of Blankets and was in the Sewer and they turned the
water on and we came near drowning, the Guard played us false – On another occasion we attempted to escape,
Richard Green from a Miss Regiment, handed Guard the bribe of $10.00, he took the bribe but immediately shot
Green dead. We stole a fat dog, cooked and ate it. Hon James G. Dement now of this County was at the feast.
         After Gen Forest Captured and Killed the negro soldiers at Ft Pillow, our rations for thirty thereafter was
only 4 oz of green beef and 8 oz Bread per day – I was released from Rock Island Ill after the Surrender.
         I was born in Chesterfield Co Va. Mch 28 – 1831
                                                                            James M. Newby

Mr. Newby was born March 26, 1831 and died on April 2, 1908. He is buried in the Newby Cemetery, Athens.

From the book: Southern Crosses of Honor



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement
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The 2009 version of the Fiddlers crowd started with a light rain on Friday morning but it quickly turned into a
bright, crisp fall day. We were set up and ready to go, anticipating what kind of crowd we were going to have
this year. Last year was down a bit due to $4 a gallon gas but we were hoping that the economic woes the
country is experiencing would not diminish the crowd. We were rewarded with a good size crowd on Friday
and a much bigger crowd on Saturday. We sold out this year of everything but a couple of 12 packs of drinks.

We had a lot of people to stop by to talk about the SCV and how to join. Some wanted to find their
Confederate ancestor and we hope that we were able to put them on the right trail. Interest in the war years is
picking up due to the promotion of the upcoming Sesquicentennial.

We had a good time again this year, a lot of hard work and we will share the results to the camp members at
the October meeting. With this money we can fund the camp projects and cover any unforeseen expenses that
come along. Thanks to all that helped this year in the booth. We hope that we can grow our member’s
participation in events like this, it is a vital part of the camps growth and future.

Jimmy Hill


