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Commander                 Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-6055
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Mark Curley                     256-679-9632
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Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Colonel Stephen F. Hale Chapter #57
Military Order of the Stars and Bars
Officers

Commander
Jay Whitehead                  256-603-9032

Adjutant
Jason Thomas                   256-233-8987

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the
distribution list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your
name will be added to the list. If you have submissions for the
Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to
publish your submission. All submissions become the property of
the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor

The White House of the Confederacy
Montgomery, Alabama

First Residence of President Jefferson Davis
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Compatriots,

       August brings the end of summer and back to
school for many. August typically brings more of our
camp member’s back to the regular meetings as so many
of summers distractions start to wind down. The Hobbs
camp has been fortunate to remain strong and active for
some time. The camp is the backbone of the SCV much
as the different companies were the backbone of the
Confederate Army. General Lee was a great leader but
without the individual soldier forming the army he
would have never achieved true greatness.

What can you do to honor your Confederate ancestor?
Paying your dues is one way to start. It provides the
necessary funding for our organization to be able to
preserve the different memorials to the Confederate
soldier. You as a member provide a voice to stand up for
the principles that these men fought and died for.

Another way to honor your ancestor is to become active
in the camp. Everyone has a talent, whether it is used or
not is up to you. We always need volunteers to help out
with projects. If you like to write then contribute to the
newsletter. We have many positions open in the camp
that right now someone is doing double duty to fill.
Volunteer for a committee, you will find people eager to
share what they know and they help you with your new
assignment.

We are about to start two major projects at the camp.
One is the improvement of Captain Thomas Hobbs
gravesite in Virginia and the other is a special night that
will take place in December at the Athens City
Cemetery. More about both of these projects later.

There is a lot of work to be done between now and the
sesquicentennial of the war. The National SCV is
already gearing up for what will be a major spotlight on
both sides. Will we be ready?

����������
Commander

�����! �������! �������! �������! ��
It is that time of the year again! The membership
renewal for 2008 – 2009 are due. Adjutant Mark
Curley is sending out an invoice with a stamped
return envelope to make things easier to get in
the dues. For those of you that joined with
prorated dues you will not be receiving an
invoice. Please return your renewals in a timely
manner so we can get them sent to National and
Division.

For those Compatriots in the MOSB that have
dues to pay, please send a check for $45 to:
Jimmy Hill
                       13476 Wendy Drive
                    Madison, Alabama 35757

I will send those in separately to the MOSB
Adjutant.
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On July 18th and 19th, the first Annual? Delmore
Days Festival took place. The camp set up a
recruiting / information booth at the Festival.
The crowds were a lot smaller than expected and
the weather was HOT, but the men of the Hobbs
camp persevered. We ended up with 15 names
on our list that were wanting to know more about
the SCV and OCR and were interested in
membership to the camp. Many more stopped by
to talk and took information. One of these 15 has
already sent his application in and has been
approved for membership. We will be making
contact with the others to provide more
information and help with their genealogy.

Thanks to those that helped out, Charles
Kilpatrick, Buzz Estes, Bill Norton and Andy
Jackson. Our participation in this event came at
short notice but it looks as though the results of
our labor will be bountiful.
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Confederates Collide at Concord

      The 113th National Reunion of the Sons of Confederate Veterans was held on July 16th through July 20th in Mt.
Pleasant, North Carolina. The Jonas Cook Camp was hosting the event. We arrived on Wednesday the 15th after
taking a scenic drive through the Cherokee National Forest. I met Alabama Division Commander elect Robert
Reames the next morning to go to the Cabarrus County Arena, the site of the convention. I had agreed to be the
Divisions flag bearer in the opening ceremonies. We arrived at the arena, got our instructions for the ceremony and
began to mingle around. The opening ceremony consisted of a roll call of States in their order of secession.
Members of the 8th North Carolina escorted us each to the front where we presented our flag and then proceeded to
flag row to place our flag in its stand. After all the states were presented the convention came to order. Greetings
were brought from representatives of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, Order of Confederate Rose,
Children of the Confederacy and from the Mayors of Concord and Mount Pleasant, North Carolina.

Commander in Chief Chris Sullivan started the business session of the Convention. On tap were the amendments
and resolutions that had made it from committee. Discussion began on item1 and continued on to the conclusion of
the last amendment. The one item of business that is of particular note for Alabama Compatriots was the awarding
of the 2011 Reunion to the Semple Camp to be held in Montgomery. This will be the first Reunion of the
Sesquicentennial. We were adjourned until the next day for business. As always there were a multitude of events
going on after the business session was finished. Outside the arena was a living history camp, in the next building
was the “Pride of the South Show” where vendors set up their items for sale under one roof. Also planned was a trip
to the Reed Gold Mine, the site of the first discovery of gold in North Carolina. I went on the tour of the mine along
with a side trip to the Historical Society museum. As we arrived back at our hotel we noticed a large crowd gathered
outside the Wingate hotel located next door to ours. We received a call alerting us that Compatriot Bazz Childress
from Kentucky had been arrested for trespassing; he was staying at the hotel and had placed a Confederate Battle
Flag in his window. A steady progression of hotel managers and finally the owner had asked Bazz to remove the
Flag. He refused. The police were called and Bazz was given one final chance to remove the Flag. Unwavering Bazz
steadfastly refused to remove it and was arrested. Bazz and 20 other people checked out of the Wingate that night
and the incident quickly became a hot topic for the delegates on Friday morning.

On Friday morning one of the first pieces of business handled was the incident involving Compatriot Childress. The
matter has been turned over to the GEC to determine the next course of action against the Wingate hotel chain. A
resolution was passed asking SCV members to avoid staying at the hotel chain and stay with their competition; then
send a copy of the bill to Elm Springs where they would send the bills to Wingate management showing them the
Revenue loss they were incurring. Another resolution was made to pay for Compatriot Childress’ expenses in
coming back to stand trial.

The main item of business to be handled today was the election of officers to lead the SCV for the next two years.
Compatriots Mike Duminiak and Chuck McMichael were running for Commander in Chief and Ed Butler and
Michael Givens were running for Lt. Commander in Chief. Mike Duminiak took the podium first and removed his
name from consideration and Chuck McMichael was elected by acclamation. Both Butler and Givens gave fine
speeches and either candidate would be well suited for the position but after the ballots were cast and counted,
Michael Givens of South Carolina was elected. The newly elected officers assumed their positions at the close of the
reunion.



A special introduction was planned for Friday involving the Real Daughter of a Confederate Soldier. Mattie
Clyburn Rice had recently found the documentation showing that her father Wary Clyburn had indeed been a
Confederate soldier. Family stories had always revolved around his Confederate service but other than the stories
there had never been any proof until now. Wary Clyburn was an African American Confederate Soldier. His
master Thomas Clyburn had joined the Confederate Army and Wary who had grown up with Thomas snuck away
from home and joined him at the front. Two times Wary carried his wounded master from the battlefield. Both
times they both went back to battle together.

                                         Mrs. Rice happened to come into the wrong building looking for a copy of her birth
                                         Certificate to get a North Carolina drivers license. The archivist struck up a conversation
                                         and when she told him her maiden name, Clyburn he asked her if she there was a Wary
                                         Clyburn in her family tree, She replied that he was her father. The archivist excused
                                         himself and he returned with a file containing the Confederate pension record for her
                                         father. He had been researching Black Confederates especially those that had been
                                         slaves but ended up fighting for the South. The information was given to the North
                                         Carolina Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and they began making contact
                                         with Mrs. Rice. The last order of business for Fridays session was the introduction of the
                                         Rice family. Mrs. Mattie Rice had been hospitalized the night before but her family was
                                         at the arena to represent her as we honored the service of Wary Clyburn.
A grave side Memorial Service was held that afternoon where a new Confederate marker was placed on Wary
Clyburn’s grave. Wary was a member of Company E, 12th South Carolina Infantry

On Saturday the Army of Tennessee meeting was held before the last business session began. The main business on
hand was the election of Army Commander and Army Councilman. Commander Kelley Barrow was running for re-
election against Mike Crane and for Councilman Tom Strain Jr. was running against John Adams. The final results
showed Barrow and Strain as the winners.

The final business session got underway on Saturday and the final bits of business were handled and the gavel fell for
the final time on the 113th SCV Reunion. Saturday evening the Commanders reception was held and the reunion came
to a close.

Next years National Reunion will be held in Hot Springs, Arkansas. Pre-registration is already underway.

General Order No. 1
Document: GO 72-1
RE: Sesquicentennial
Date: 19 July 2008

Compatriots,

Soon the 150th anniversary of the South's struggle for Independence shall be upon us.
It is our duty to see that it is commemorate in an accurate and visible fashion.
We should have in place plans to, among other efforts, publicly demonstrate our commitment to this.
General Headquarters will be planning a "National" event for each year of this period.
Likewise, each Division should plan some event to be carried out and attended on a Division scale for each year during
this period. These events will be placed on the Commission's Calendar of events and promoted there.

Be it so ordered:

Each Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans shall plan a Division-wide event for each year during the period of the
Sesquicentennial of the Cause for Southern Independence. Each Division shall transmit details of these plans, as they come
available, to the Commander in Chief and the Chairman of the Sesquicentennial Commission.

Deo Vindice

Charles E. McMichael
Commander in Chief
Sons of Confederate Veterans
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Robert Beaty Mason
                                                                                                                                    Camp Ground Spring

                                                                                                                             near Athens, Ala
                                                                                                                        Sept 21, 1901

�������� t your request, I give you a short sketch of my life as a Rebel Soldier ----
I enlisted in the Confederate Army in 1864, as a private in Co. A, 11th Ala Cav, Thos M. Sloss, Capt. G.S.
Houston & Jas. Keenan Lts; - which Company acted as Escort for Gen P.D. Roddey. My first active service was
with Hoods Army when he entered Tenn. Was with Gen Jos Wheeler on Right Flank & was in various
skirmishes covering Hoods retreat. In Dec. 1864 was appointed by Gen Roddey, ordance Officer for his Brigade
& served as such to the close of the war. Was in several small engagements in the Courtland & Tenn Valleys.
From Decatur to Iuka Miss. Was in the battle of Randolf, Plantersville & Selma Montevala & Ebenezer Church.
I surrendered with my Command & platoons of other Cavalry Brigades at Pond Springs Alabama on May 11th

1865. –
Capt Jno E. Longwood, Gen Ordinance Office told me some years ago, that he filled for me a requisistion for
ordnance supplies, which he believed was the last issue ever made by an officer of the Confederate Army. I still
have a copy of this paper, which I prize very highly. I made the distribution near Montgomery, in the latter part
of April 1865. I shall never forget the remark of the Yankee officer when my name was called in parole line,
when I stepped forward & bent my gun around one of the grand old oak trees, in front of Gen Wheelers
residence. He said – “That is a damned sassy little Rebel” & then all the remainder of the line followed my lead,
until there was a pile of broken guns around that old tree about 3 ft high, - It was one of the greatest pleasure of
ny soldier life to issue guns & ammunition & say to the boys, - Don’t waste your bullets – Make every one tell!
– I am still an Unreconstructed Rebel, believing we were right, - There has never since 1865 been a Striped flag
allowed even as a toy, in my home, but the Stars & Bars have never been absent from my parlor & and my
instructions to my family is to bury me in a suit of Rebel Grey -------

I have been a member of Camp Thos. H. Hobbs No. 400 U.C.V. since its organization. I was appointed on April
14, 1894 by Gen Jno B. Gordon, as a member of his Staff, with rank of Brig. Gen. Have never been absent from
but two annual Reunions.

Respectfully Submitted

R.B. Mason

Taken from Southern Crosses of Honor
Joseph E. Johnston Chapter 198
United Daughters of the Confederacy
Athens, Alabama
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August 20           Camp meeting, 7PM
                                Veterans Museum

    August 30 – 31   Battle for Decatur,
                                Point Mallard Park
                                10 AM – 3 PM

      Recruiting booth set up at entrance to
battle. Volunteers needed for both days.
                    Admission is free.

    Bring a chair and something to drink.
Wear SCV clothing if you have it. Shirt,
hat or both.

The July meeting of the Captain Thomas Hobbs Camp was held on July 17th at 7 PM at the
Veterans Museum. 1st Lt. Commander Mike Kelley conducted the meeting in the
Commanders absence. Mike gave a presentation on the life of our Camps namesake,
Captain Thomas Hubbard Hobbs. From his early years to his death in Virginia during the
war, Captain Hobbs led a grand life. Although short lived he led life to the fullest.

After the program a group discussion was held on matters concerning the camp. It was an
Open forum where members could ask questions on a variety of subjects.

The discussion was lively and from the reports I received, the members enjoyed the question and answer
session. We will plan on doing some more of these from time to time. The upcoming August meeting will be a
similar meeting. There will be a short report on the Concord Reunion, some discussion on the Fiddlers
Convention but mostly a roundtable session to bounce ideas off each other to further grow the camp and bring
more understanding of our purpose in the SCV.

One keyword you will be hearing a lot about will be Sesquicentennial. The 150th anniversary of the war is
quickly approaching and each Division, Brigade and Camp is being asked to participate in some way. This will
be a unique four year opportunity to get our message across while the country remembers this period in our
history. It will be up to us to get out the true history rather than the PC history.

Pictured above is the official license plate from
the State of Alabama for the Sons of Confederate
Veterans. The tag is $50 above the price of your
normal plate and can be personalized. The
Alabama Division receives over $40 per plate to
go towards its operating budget. Show your pride
and wear your colors!
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There are a number of camp positions that we need to fill for the upcoming year. Below is a partial listing
of some positions available that need to be filled.

�  New Member Committee
�  Activities and Projects Committee
�  Newsletter – Contributing writer
�  Camp Historian
�  Sgt. Of Arms
�  Welcoming Committee
�  Awards Committee

If you are interested in serving on any of these committees or in any other position within the camp please
let your camp officers know. The time involved in each varies; a more detailed description can be given for
each position if you are interested.

Hobbs Marker

    For the past few years the camp has tried to come up
with a project that we can look back on with a sense of
pride as we accomplish our end result. At our last Officers
meeting, Tom Strain suggested we place an appropriate
marker for our Camps namesake at his burial site in
Virginia. This will include co-ordination on portions of
this with a SCV camp in Virginia and when the time
comes we will travel to Virginia to hold a dedication
service. At the same time we will place a marker at the
family plot in the Athens City Cemetery and it is our hope
that we can conduct simultaneous services next year.

A committee is being formed to handle the various
components of this endeavor. 1st Lt. Commander Mike
Kelley is the Chairman of this committee. If you have an
interest in this committee or as an interested worker
please contact Mike.

This will be a major undertaking and will require some
fundraising efforts.
                                     Jimmy Hill

Commander

Fiddlers Convention

    Our primary fundraiser of the year is the Athens
Fiddlers Convention. This year there are some rule
changes that will effect us in several ways. First,
the percentage of the required contribution has
changed to a minimum of 25% of gross sales. This
change alone amounts to a $750 loss of revenue
based on last years numbers. What this change
also does is that it restricts the amount of food you
want to try to sell. We will have to pay 25% of our
gross and then lose on the expense side if we
overestimate what we think we will sell. This
forces us to be very conservative on the food and
supplies so we can sell out. The second change
concerns the size of our space. For the last two
years we have had a 10 x 20 space. This year we
are confined to a 12 x 12 space. We will be using
one tent instead of two. We will have to make
some different arrangements for storage of
supplies and we will have to limit the people
working the area. A full discussion will be held at
the August meeting.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the
Cause for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the
right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


