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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Commander                        Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Colonel Stephen F. Hale Chapter #57
Military Order of the Stars and Bars
Officers

Commander
Jay Whitehead                  256-603-9032

Adjutant
Jason Thomas                   256-233-8987

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the
Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail from the distribution
list. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you please e-mail the
editor at: www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your name will be added to the
list. If you have submissions for the Journal then e-mail them to the same
address and we will try to publish your submission. All submissions become
the property of the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor

Alabama Compatriots visit Forrest Boyhood Home. Left to right: Division
Commander (elect) Robert Reames, Jeff Lamar, Andy Jackson, Donnie Stanford,
David Griggs and Jimmy Hill.
                                                      Photo by Bob.          Courtesy CSA Wire service
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Compatriots,

    This is the last month of the fiscal year and the end of
my first year as the Hobbs Camp Commander. It has
been a privilege and pleasure to serve as the camp
commander. I thought I would give you a quick update
on where we stand at the end of our fiscal year and some
of the accomplishments.

�  Membership increased from 61 to 80 members
�  We are one of the 5 largest camps in the Division
�  Finished the marking of all Confederate graves in

our county. The only known county to have done so
�  We erected a monument to the unknown

Confederate Soldiers buried in Limestone County
�  We pledged $1000 to the Jefferson Davis statue

being placed in Virginia by the SCV and presented
Commander in Chief Chris Sullivan with $500 of the
pledged amount.

�  We marched in the Elkmont Christmas parade
�  We participated in the Fiddlers Convention
�  We participated at the Storytellers Festival
�  We provided a Color Guard at the Donnell House
�  Provided Color Guards for numerous grave

dedications
�  Set up recruiting booths
�  Had a GREAT Christmas Party
�  Sent a Care Box to the troops in Iraq
�  Donated books to the library for a Southern section

As you can see we have had a busy year. If you missed
any of these activities then you missed out on a lot of
what makes this camp different from a lot of others.
We are very active and we want to remain this way. The
Camp Officers are planning events and programs for the
coming year. My question to you is “What do you want
to do’? Your input is very important to us. We want to
make our meeting nights as interesting as possible and
have events that answers S.D. Lee’s Charge to the SCV.
We have a great Camp only because of our great
members.

Jimmy Hill
Commander
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It is that time of the year again! The
membership renewal for 2008 – 2009 are due.
Adjutant Mark Curley is sending out an
invoice with a stamped return envelope to
make things easier to get in the dues. For
those of you that joined with prorated dues
you will not be receiving an invoice. Please
return your renewals in a timely manner so
we can get them sent to National and
Division.

For those Compatriots in the MOSB that have
dues to pay, please send a check for $25 to:
Jimmy Hill
                       13476 Wendy Drive
                    Madison, Alabama 35757

I will send those in separately to the MOSB
Adjutant.
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July 18th and 19th will mark the first Delmore
Brothers Festival to be held in Athens. It will
pay tribute to the Delmore Brothers and their
music. We have received an invitation to set up
a booth at the festival. The festival will be held
at Beasley Field on the campus of Athens State
University. Our intentions would be to set up a
recruiting booth on both days but at the writing
of this article we have only received an offer
from two men to man the booth. Tom Strain
and Jimmy Hill will be at the National
Convention and Mark Curley is in Oklahoma
with a sick relative. The cost of the booth is the
same if we set up for one day or both. It is a
great opportunity for our camp to recruit in our
own backyard for a change. We have a tent,
tables and all the materials. We need some
volunteers to make this event a reality for us. If
you can help, please contact one of the camp
officers listed on the first page or e-mail me at

www.CSA54thAla@aol.com



����� lthough he accomplished much in his short life, Thomas Hubbard
Hobbs had an unbelievable potential before being mortally wounded at the
battle of Gaines Mill in Virginia on June 27, 1862.  Born on April 19, 1826 to
Ira E. and Rebecca Maclin Hobbs in Limestone County, Alabama, he early
showed leadership qualities.  His schooling was at John Fraser’s Classical
Academy in Athens, LaGrange College near Tuscumbia, Alabama,
Hoffman’s School of Law in Philadelphia, and the University of Virginia,
where he graduated in law in 1849.  On August 4, 1852, he married Indiana
Booth, of Amelia County, Virginia.  She died in childbirth on May 17, 1854
and is buried in the Maclin Cemetery, which is now on the grounds of the
General Motors Saginaw Steering Gear Plant in south Limestone County –
land that once belonged to the Maclin and Hobbs families.

After leading a party of volunteers to survey a line of the proposed Tennessee and Alabama
Central Railroad in the winter of 1854-55, Thomas Hobbs and his friend, Luke Pryor, went into the
State Legislature, dedicated to achieving appropriation for the railroad, which they did.  The road
was completed from Decatur north to the Tennessee state line before 1860, but not built south of
Decatur until after the War of Northern Aggression.  He also served as the second chairman of the
Legislative Committee on Education, and did much to bring about the establishment of public
schools in Alabama.

On February 17, 1858, Thomas Hobbs married Anne Benagh of Lynchburg, Virginia, who bore
him two sons, Thomas Maclin and James Benagh Hobbs.  James Benagh died on Feburay 21,
1883, while a student at the University of Alabama.  It was at about this time that Thomas Maclin
Hobbs and Anne Richardson, daughter of Dr. Nicholas D. and Elizabeth Hine Richardson, were
married.  They had three daughters, Mary Pleasants Betts, Anna Frierson Horton, and Elizabeth
Maclin Higgins.

Thomas Hobbs was still serving in the legislature, having
introduced a number of successful bills, including one calling for
the establishment of a school for the blind and deaf, when
Alabama seceded from the Union and the War began soon after.
He was being asked to run for governor, but instead raised the
first company of soldiers, Company F of the 9th Alabama
Infantry, to leave Limestone County for the sear of war in
Virginia.  He participated in several battles in the Peninsula
Campaign, and in the Seven Days Battles around Richmond.  It
was in one of these, at Gaines Mill, that he was badly wounded,
and died on July 24, 1862, at his wife’s home in Lynchburg.  He
is buried in Spring Hill Cemetery in that city, while his two wives
from Virginia are buried in Limestone County, Alabama.
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   The June meeting of the Hobbs Camp was held at the Veterans Museum at 7 PM on
the 19th.  Our guest speaker was Don Scruggs from Gallatin, Tennessee and a member
of the SCV. He spoke to the camp about the true history of the original Ku Klux Klan
and its disbanding in Athens by Nathan Bedford Forrest. Don pointed out that the
original KKK was nothing like the KKK that formed again in the 1920’s and continued
through present day. When they had served all practical purposes Forrest disbanded
them as he came through Athens on his way to Memphis. All clothing, books and
manuals were rounded up and destroyed. It was not the organization portrayed by
Hollywood or the groups that formed later and used its name.

We were also able to induct in two new camp members this month.
Gil White III and Jerry Barksdale are pictured receiving their new
member packets. We also had two more packages turned in by Stuart
Wilson and Dr. David Griggs. We hope to be able to present them with
their packages at the August meeting along with Cameron Coggins and
Matt Palmer. With the addition of Wilson and Griggs the camp now has
                                            80 members. Also it should be mentioned
                                            that David Griggs signed up as a life member.

                                            Pictured at the lower right is a presentation of
                                            National Life Member Certificates to 1st Lt.
                                            Commander Mike Kelley and Adjutant Mark
                                            Curley. The Hobbs Camp is fortunate to have
                                            seven life members in our ranks. The dues go
                                            up on August 1st, so this would be the ideal
                                            time to become a life member of the SCV.
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July 16 – 19   SCV National Reunion, Concord, North Carolina

July 17          Camp meeting, 7PM Veterans Museum

July 18 – 19   Delmore Brothers Festival, Recruiting Booth
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The Hobbs Camp once again participated in the State of
Alabama sponsored History Walk. There were simultaneous
Tours being conducted around town for the month of June.

The tour that we were a part of brought the visitors through
the Athens City Cemetery pointing out notable Athens
citizens, many of which also fought for the Confederacy
from 1861 to 1865. The group came through the cemetery
and made a stop at the Confederate Circle where they were
given the history of the Circle and the story of the two
monuments. From the Circle they went to the new Memorial
placed by the Hobbs Camp in April. It has become quite the
focal point. Questions were numerous ranging from how the
soldiers were identified to how the plot came to be. The
number one comment is how beautiful the Memorial is.
Before and after the tours on the four Saturdays, I have
noticed cars pulling through the cemetery parking area and
looking at the Memorial.

The tour groups ranged from 7 to 30 people. Thanks to Buzz
Estes and Richard Martin for their fine work on this event
and a special thanks to Charles Kilpatrick and Andy Jackson
for their Confederate portrayals. It adds a lot to the tour.
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There are a number of camp positions that we need to fill for the upcoming year. Below is a partial listing of
some positions available that need to be filled.

�  New Member Committee
�  Activities and Projects Committee
�  Newsletter – Contributing writer
�  Camp Historian
�  Sgt. Of Arms
�  Welcoming Committee
�  Awards Committee

If you are interested in serving on any of these committees or in any other position within the camp please let
your camp officers know. The time involved in each varies; a more detailed description can be given for each
position if you are interested.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

New Orleans - 1906

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for which
we fought.  To your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles he
loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
publication of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate Veterans.
The views expressed in the publication are
those of the editor. The editorial staff reserves
the right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


