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Compatriots,

The Alabama Division Reunion and the new Offic
elections have been held. It is my pleasure to
announce that Robert Reames will be the new
Alabama Division Commander beginning in Augus
of this year, Tom Strain from the Hobbs Camp will
be the ' Lt. Commander and Gary Carlyle will
remain as the" Lt. Commander of the Division.
There is a lot of work to be done in the Division oV,
the next two years including unifying the
membership so that we can work towards our
common goal, the preservation of our Confederatg
history and heritage.

| was fortunate enough to be elected Northeast
Brigade Commander and | can assure you that it v
not interfere with the duties as the Hobbs Camp
Commander. The welfare of the camp has been a
priority of mine since becoming an officer in 2C
We are closing in on 80 members. We are the larg
camp in the NE Brigade and one of the top 5 in th¢
Division. There are more men out there that need
be in the SCV. We need to keep recruiting and alg
work on retention of our current members. It is tim
for dues to be paid again. The new year begins
August £'. Those that joined under pro-ration, you
are good until August 2009. Adjutant Mark Curley
will be sending out an invoice this year telling you
what your dues are and he will enclose a self-stan
addressed envelope for the return payment. Help
the camp some postage and expense by paying y:
dues at the June meeting. Mark will start invoicing
July. If you have a speaker that you think the camj|
would like to hear or a topic that you think will
interest others let®1Lt. Commander Mike Kelley
know. We need to line some up for the coming
months.

Deo Vindice,

Commanding
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768
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JASPER, Al - The Alabama Division Reunion
was held on May 3band 3% A very large
crowd gathered at the City Auditorium for a
convention that would shape the future of the
Division. The festivities began with the
Commanders reception Friday night Old
friends and new acquaintances gathered to
catch up since the last Reunion. Saturday
morning the Tuscumbia Guard presented the
Colors and Commander Wilson gaveled the
start of his last convention as Division
Commander. Reports from the various
departments were given to the assembly. Thd
attorney representing the Division in the
lawsuit brought by a former SCV member gav
an interesting report. It answered a lot of the
concerns and misinformation that had been
passed around. The amendments and

resolutions were brought to the floor, discuss¢

and voted on. Elections were held and Rober
Reames was elected the new Commander of
Division. At the awards banquet that evening
the main awards were as follows: Compatriot
of the Year, Ron Harris, Division Treasurer.
Camp of the Year Division I: Tallassee Guard
Division II: Sons of Liberty, Decatur.

It was not announced who was hosting for 20

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online atwww.scv768.orgor
by e-mail from the distribution list. If you
would like to have theJournal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at:
www.CSA54thAla@aol.conand your name
will be added to the list

If you have submissions for theJournal then
e-mail them to the same address and we will
try to publish your submission. All
submissions become the property of the
Thomas H. Hobbs Journal

Editor

e

2d

the




Hezekiah Paul Thomas

A descendant of H.P. THOMAS, Eddie Brown, submitted the
picture of Hezekiah Paul Thomas. The following is what we
able to discover about Hezekiah while doing the Hobbs Camp
Cemetery Project.

Hezekiah Paul Thomas was born in Virginia on September 24,

opened in Alabama, Mississippi and beyond. The family settled in
the Cambridge area of Limestone County. Today, Cambridge is o

and you will drive a short distance to the Cambridge Methodist Church and the dbdidggm
cemetery where Hezekiah is buried. Hezekiah married Martha Freneimaary 29, 1861. War

was looming on the horizon as the young couple began their married life. When war ditbcom

the South, Hezekiah enlisted as a private in Company C of thalabama Infantry. He returned
home after the war and took up residence again in Limestone County. Recarstkast hard on
the family but they survived. Hezekiah and Martha had nine known children. Magthandiune

of 1893 and Hezekiah joined her again on December 29, 1908. They are buried at the Camk

Cemetery in a plot enclosed with an iron fence. Recently the Captain ThorHasbt Camp
placed a veteran’s stone commemorating Hezekiah Paul Thomas’s sertie€untedera
States of America.

It is that time of the year again. Where has the year gone? The fiscaf ylea SCV begins
August £'so we start dues collecting in June. If you joined the camp January or later then
you joined with prorated dues and you will not be billed. Everyone will receivevarce

and a prestamped envelope to mail it back to Adjutant Mark Curley. Dues for 2009 the
upcoming fiscal year will increase to $55 due to a $10 increase for Nationdbivikien

and Camp dues remain the same. Lifetime membership for National waéasefrom $500

to $750. So if you have been considering a lifetime membership now is the time to do it.

You can pay your dues at the June camp meeting and it will give us a jumpagteat o
coming year. It will also save the camp some money on postage and office expense.

Let us try to have all of our dues collected by Augdstdwe can put this part of the camps
operation behind us.

1831. His family like many others migrated to the new lands being

of highway 72 just east of Athens. Turn right onto Cambridge lane
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The May meeting of the Hobbs Camp was called to order by Commang
Jimmy Hill. There was a great crowd on hand including a number of

visitors and prospective members. Dan Tomerlin a local relics enthusiaist

was our guest speaker for the evening. Dan has been an avid collectorn
most of his life. He set up artifacts that he had found on three tables fo
those on hand to look at. Most of these were recovered in Limestone

County or southern Giles County, Tennessee. Dan also passed out so:[]e

area maps showing some of the more prominent areas that relics had
found. As an added bonus everyone at the meeting was given a bullet
recovered from the Sulphur Creek Trestle battlefield site. On the map t

Dan passed out to everyone he had the location of the artillery batterie$

and the rifle pits marked for Sulphur Creek, the largest skirmish in Limestone Chuintg the war.

We also welcomed Bobbie Clem as the newest member of the Hobbs C~ -
Bobbie was recruited by Bob Hanserd and Mike Kelley and will be an as

To the Hobbs Camp. Many of you already know Bobbie from his days in
Law enforcement in Limestone County. Welcome Bobbie!

Also new membership applications were turned in by Jerry Barksdale ar
Matt Palmer. Their certificates should be back from GHQ by the Junengu

The remainder of the meeting was spent going over the upcoming Division Reuniorscsseld our
choices for the different officers and went over the amendments and resoluttdredtbaen given to
us by the Division Adjutant Paul Vaughn. This was a long process and the meetimggenthan
anticipated. We apologize for that and we will try to keep the meetings movingsnvget out at a
decent time.

We look forward to seeing you at the June meeting. Below is a brief alimlé eur speaker. He is a
SCV member from Gallatin, Tennessee. He regularly gives programs on thet sdibhe original
KKK. He was recently at Athens State University giving the full wersif the topic to the class he
was invited to speak at. We will get the abridged version.

The speaker for the June meeting will be The National Convention will be held in Concord,
Don Scruggs. He will speak on the North Carolina this year. It will begin on July™
history of Nathan Bedford Forrest’s KKK and will end on the 19 This is an election year for
and it's disbandment in Athens by Forrest all National Officers and AOT Officers. Several
as he passed through before his death. resolutions will be brought to the floor. See the

[72)

Don recently gave this program at Athen current issue of the Confederate Veteran for more
State University. information or go to the National we site:
www.SCV.org There are currently three Hobbs
Camp members making the trip.
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The June meeting will be the last time that
you will be able to contribute books to the
Athens Public Library. We will be presenting
the collected books for the new Southern
Heritage section after the meeting. If you
want to donate a book, it does not have to be
new but it does need to be in good condition.
We will place a sticker inside the book
denoting that the Hobbs Camp donated it

The picture above was from the Aprif €onfederate
Memorial Service held by the Thomas Jefferson
Denney Camp 1442 in Cullman. Charles Kilpatrick
and Jimmy Hill are pictured here with Tyus Denney
the son of the camps namesake. Tyus was on hand
receive recognition from the Camp and the Division
as being the Real Son of a Confederate Soldier. Ther
are fewer and fewer of these men as each year pas
Tyus was presented with a Real Son medal and a
Lifetime Membership to the SCV Division and
National. His sister Vivian Denney Smith was als
hand, a Real Daughter.

SES

NE Brigade Commander Tom Strain was als

hand to congratulate Tyus on his Real Son status and fundraiser allows more work to be completed

his membership into the SC

June 07 - History Walk, 10:30 AM

June 14 — History Walk, 10:30 AM

June 17 - Camp meeting, 7 PM

June 21 — History Walk, 10:30 AM

June 28 - History Walk, 10:30 AM

July 16 - National SCV Reunion begins

$II
Athens City Cemetery

Athens City Cemetery

Jefferson Davis Parade, 9 AM
Montgomery, Dexter Ave.

Veterans Museum, 100 W. Pryor

Athens City Cemetery

Forrest Boyhood Home, 11 AM
Meet at the Cemetery. Ends at 3

Athens City Cemetery

Concord, North Carolir

On June 21 the 8" Annual Forrest Boyhood
Home fundraiser will be held outside of
Chapel Hill, Tennessee. Anyone interested inj
going needs to be at the Athens City
Cemetery by 11:00 AM. We will be leaving
from Athens as soon as the History Tour is
completed. There will be food vendors,
music, various vendor tents set up, artillery
€ and cavalry demonstrations and yes General
‘Nathan Bedford Forrest will be the

For those of you that have never been to the
Forrest boyhood home, you will get a chance
to see the home as it is being restored. The

Sons of Confederate Veterans own it and the




General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Vetera

Ny

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought. To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate

Soldier's good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those princip
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”

Salute to the Confederate Flab

| Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journalthe
official publication of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No0.768 Sons
of Confederate Veterans. The views
expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff



