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Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No. 768
P.O. Box 662

Athens, Alabama 35612

Check out our website at: www.scv768.org
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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Officers

Commander                        Phone #
Jimmy Hill                        256-233-3366

     256-508-9457

1st Lt. Commander
Michael W. Kelley            256-230-0255

2nd Lt. Commander
Tom V. Strain Jr.              256-729-8501

Adjutant
Mark Curley                     256-679-9632

Chaplain
Dwight Banta                   256-233-3848

Colonel Stephen F. Hale Chapter #57
Military Order of the Stars and Bars

Officers

Commander
Jay Whitehead                  256-603-9032

Adjutant
Jason Thomas                   256-233-8987

  Confederate History & Heritage Month



�����������������

Compatriots,

     April is Confederate History and Heritage Month
and as always there are plenty of events going on in
Alabama to commemorate the valor of the
Confederate Soldier. In Limestone County, Mayor
Dan Williams of Athens issued a proclamation
officially marking April as Confederate History and
Heritage Month.

On April 13th the camp will be taking part in a grave
dedication service at Johnson Cemetery and Isom
Chapel Cemetery. Both of these are on Mooresville
Road. We will be dedicating the graves of six
soldiers. We will be working with the Virginia Clay
Clopton Chapter, United Daughters of the
Confederacy at these dedications.

On April 20th, the camp will have its last stone
ceremony and celebrate Confederate Memorial Day.
This will be an Alabama Division event and our
keynote speaker will be Commander in Chief Chris
Sullivan from Columbia, South Carolina.

On April 26th, there will be a Memorial Day service
at the Decatur City Cemetery hosted by the Joe
Wheeler Chapter, UDC from Decatur.

On Monday January 28th, the State of Alabama will
officially recognize Confederate Memorial Day.
There will be a service at the capitol building in
Montgomery.

The Heritage posters are in and Charles Kilpatrick
and David Abernathy have begun to hit the schools
and stores. I will have posters at the meeting but if
you need some before then, let me know and I will
bring them to you.

Deo Vindice,
��������		

Commanding
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online at www.scv768.org or
by e-mail from the distribution list. If you
would like to have the Journal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at:
www.CSA54thAla@aol.com and your name
will be added to the list.
If you have submissions for the Journal then
e-mail them to the same address and we will
try to publish your submission. All
submissions become the property of the
Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.

Editor
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JASPER, Al - The Alabama Division
Reunion will be held in Jasper this year on
May 30th and 31st. The business meeting
will be on the 31st. This is an election year
so it will be especially important that we
have a full slate of delegates to attend. We
will elect all of the Division officers and
Brigade Commander. The business meeting
is open to all members in good standing of
the SCV. There is no cost to attend the
meeting. Other events such as the
Commanders Reception and Banquet do
require a reservation and fees are required.
At this time we will have 7 delegates but we
are close to picking up an additional voting
delegate. There will be more information
made available to us soon on the Reunion.

If you are interested in being a delegate then
contact me so I can add your name to the
list. We have to turn our list in to the
Division Adjutant. We will also need at least
one alternate in case a named delegate
cannot attend. Every vote will count when it
comes to the future of the Division and its
leaders.
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James B. Looney

�����     I was born in Madison County in May 18 day year 1845 lost my parents at 5 years of age. I
enlisted in the Confederate Service as a private twelve months volunteer early in 1861 March or
April I do not remember which. My captain was Egbert J. Jones the first volunteer company that left
Huntsville organized into regiment at Dalton, Ga. Egbert J. Jones was elected Col. Gus Martin, was
then my Captain we were sent to Harpers ferry Va from there to Manassas Va I was in battle of bull
run 7 miles from Manassas.
         I was in the first days fight of the 7 days fight before Richmond also the last days fight at
Malvern Hill the Southern Congress passed the conscript law to retain the Volunteers in. Servis I
was under age and was intilled to a discharge which I got three months later. Serving 15 months in
Va army, I returned to Madison Co. 1862 remained at my aunts until January 1863 I then enlisted in
Co B, 9 Ala R George Mason was captain J.C. Malone was Col. Just after the fight in
Murferboubough on the Shelbyville pike about the 15 of Jan 1863.
      My first Company was F. my first regiment was the 4 Ala in Bees brigade. I continured in
Service in the 9 Ala Regiment until feb. 1865 about 20 miles north east of Knoxville I was left sick
at a little place called Martinville with a number of sick and Wounded in about two weeks we were
about to fall into the hands of the Yankees and all that was able to travel was requested by the Dr to
Save themselves if they could. I made my way the best I could to Warington near where my uncle
was living I remained with him a few days when I heard that the Yanks had left north Ala, I then
came to Summerville intending to come to Fletchers ferry cross over came home of to my aunt I
called that home for some clothing as I nearly nude when I reached my uncles, he gave me a pair of
pants, but when I reached Summerville the Yanks was still on the north side of the tennessee river
so that I could not get home then I joined myself to Captain John Harts Company of Scouts to guard
the river up and down and remained with him until the surrender, and we had a fight with a squad of
Yanks 7 miles South of Summerville 2 days after lee had surrendered so we heard afterward. I was
there powder burnt in the face by one of our own men, my horse jumping in front of his gun as he
fired, some of the powder specks is visible yet we surrendered at a little place I think it was
Danville in April 1865 I am not positive, for it was the first and last time I was ever there.
       I received my parole and came home to find no home. I hired to Mr. E.A. Mills three months to
work on farm.
      During my service in the 9 Ala I was in the following fights or battles fort donnelson
Brandyville Shelbyville pike Gap and a great many skirmishes; fights all around and through east
tenn.
      At Brandyville, I was collared by a big rough Yank and ruff Roberts shot him in the arm and he
turned me loose.
      I Submit these lines for the consideration of the Hon committee
                                                         Yours J.B. Looney

Taken from the book, Southern Crosses of Honor

James Bailey Looney was born May 18, 1845, Died August 5, 1930. He is buried in the Athens City
Cemetery. His grave was just recently marked with a veterans stone by the Captain Thomas H.
Hobbs Camp 768, Athens, Alabama
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    May 11, 2007 will bring together on stage two hard working and dedicated Sons of the South.
The musical talents of Ross Moore will be showcased as he brings his southern music to the stage
for the first time in Athens. He will be joined by Dr. Michael Bradley, noted historian, Professor
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    The March meeting was a scheduled business meeting leading up to the April 20th Memorial
Service. We met on March 20th at 7 PM at the Veterans Museum. We inducted Jeff Lamar in as our
newest camp member. The meeting was called to order and the pledges and salutes to the flags were
given. The business portion of the meeting consisted of an update on the various projects we have
going on in the camp at this time, the Soldiers Care Boxes, the Book Drive for the Athens Public
Library, the trip to Shiloh and the Last Stone Ceremony. The main focus was on the upcoming 20th

service and the various components that will make up the day’s event. We went over with the various
camp members the detailed plans from start to finish and the areas we were going to need help with.

Several of us will meet at 8 AM on the 19th to make sure the cemetery is in good shape. There may
need to be grass cutting and trimming, raking of mulch, cleaning the grave markers and monuments.
We will be doing the Confederate Circle and around our plot as well.

On the 20th at 10 AM those of us that can will meet to set up tents, tables, chairs, podium, etc for the 2
PM event. By 12:30 PM we need to be 100% set up and ready. We are going to have cemetery tours
available beginning at 1 PM. We will make our final preparations at the April Camp meeting.
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On April 12th the camp will hold a yard sale at the Tanner Crossroads (S&S Nurseries). We are
using the yard sale as a way to raise money for the Jefferson Davis statue that the SCV is
erecting in Virginia. We are going to try to raise $1000 by year’s end to send to National. We
have had some donations of cash by camp members that have started us towards our goal.

The yard sale will start at 7 AM. Tanner Crossroads is the intersection of Highway 31 south
and Huntsville Browns Ferry Road. We will be on the northwest corner across from the store.

Bring any donations that you want to sell and drop them off that day or call Jimmy Hill at 233-
3366 or 508-9457 and we will arrange pickup.
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The speaker for the May meeting will be
Larry Stephens. He will speak on the 30th

Alabama Infantry. Larry has written a
book on the 30th and will have copies of
the book with him for sale. He will happy
to personalize your purchase. We will
also be finalizing our delegates for the
Alabama Division Convention
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If you are planning on going down on Friday, May
30th for the Commanders Reception and want to
spend the night, you need to book your room in
advance. The host hotel is the Jameson Inn. You
have to ask for the SCV block of rooms. There are
other hotels in Jasper as well, Holiday Inn Express,
Super 8 & Days Inn to name a few. There will be
registration forms at the April meeting.
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Our first Care Box for the Troops will be mailed
on April 18th. Bring your items for the box to the
April 17th meeting. If you would rather donate
cash for us to pick up items then send a check to:

Mark Curley
113 Tanglefoot Drive
Huntsville, Al  35811

1. Any kind of flashlight but especially the ones
that you can wear on the head like a miner.

2. Mini heaters for gloves and boots
3. Easy Mac and other sealed food packs with

emphasis on tuna and salmon
4. Trail Mix
5. Toys – rubber balls for the guy troops and

beanie babies for the girl troops.

Other items mentioned previously were:
1. Tablets and pencils / pens
2. Phone cards
3. Beef Jerky
4. Nuts

We will continue to send boxes at various times
of the year until the troops start coming home.
We are also including some back issues of the
Confederate Veteran magazine
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Apr 05 -  Camp trip to Shiloh, meet at 7AM
                First Baptist Family Life Center

Apr 12 – Camp Yard Sale, Tanner Cross
                Roads, 7 AM.

Apr 13 -  Grave Dedication Service,
                Johnson Cemetery, 2 PM
                Mooresville Road

Apr 17 – Camp meeting, 7 PM
               Veterans Museum

Apr 19 -  Work day at Athens City
                 Cemetery, 8 AM

Apr 26 -  Confederate Memorial Day
                Service, Decatur UDC, 1 PM

Apr 28 – Confederate Memorial Day
                State Holiday

May 17 – Marker dedication, 2 PM
                Tullahoma Confederate Cemetery
                Tullahoma, Tennessee
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Last year several members of the Camp
went to Shiloh Military Park on the
anniversary of the battle. If you have
never been to Shiloh this is a great
weekend to go due to the activities
planned around the anniversary.
This year we will go on April 5th, the first
day of the battle. We will be on tours that
begin with the Confederate attack up to
the close of battle on the first day.

We will leave Athens at 7 AM for the
short trip to Shiloh. Sign up by April 1st by
contacting Jimmy Hill. There is a $5 fee to
enter the museum.



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the
official publication of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No.768 Sons
of Confederate Veterans.  The views
expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff


