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Compatriots,

The Cemetery Crew is down to the last 18
markers and we will then have accomplished a tas
unequalled to our knowledge by any other county.
We will have marked every known Confederate
soldier’s grave in Limestone County. The stones &
in and we are waiting on final approval from the Ci
of Athens for a special area to place these stones,
have soldiers whose obituary records show they a
buried in the City cemetery but the family plots do
not have markers on them and we do not want to
mark a grave that we are unsure of. A proposal hg
been made to the city for a small plot along Hobbg
Street where we will place these last stones. We h
a verbal commitment from the city but we are wait
for a written commitment before we proceed. At th
time we will have 492 marked graves. This has be
a two-year task that has brought a lot of pride to th
that have been working diligently each month to
complete. We have worked in 100-degree heat an
the cold, 34 degrees. We have worked in misty rai
and had to stop when it rained so hard we could n
dig. We will be holding a last stone ceremony on
April 20" at the City cemetery. We are in the
planning stages now for the program. Come cele
with us in the completion of this noble project. The
will be something for everyone to do. We will need
volunteers to help with parking, man booths, etc.
Commander in Chief Chris Sullivan will be our
keynote speaker and we will combine our celebrat
of Confederate Memorial Day with our last stone
ceremony. Mark the 20on your calendar. There wil
be more info coming out as we draw closer to the
date, so stay tuned.

Deo Vindice,

Commanding
Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768

JASPER, Al - The Alabama Division
Reunion will be held in Jasper this year on
May 30" and 31st. The business meeting
will be on the 3. This is an election year
so it will be especially important that we
have a full slate of delegates to attend. We
will elect all of the Division officers and
Brigade Commander. The business meeting
is open to all members in good standing of
the SCV. There is no cost to attend the
meeting. Other events such as the
Commanders Reception and Banquet do
require a reservation and fees are required.
At this time we will have 7 delegates but we
are close to picking up an additional voting
delegate. There will be more information
made available to us soon on the Reunion.

If you are interested in being a delegate then
contact me so | can add your name to the
list. We have to turn our list in to the

Division Adjutant. We will also need at least
one alternate in case a named delegate
cannot attend. Every vote will count when it
comes to the future of the Division and its
leaders.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official
newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs
Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.

It is available online atwww.scv768.orgor
by e-mail from the distribution list. If you
would like to have theJournal sent to you
please e-mail the editor at:
www.CSA54thAla@aol.conand your name
will be added to the list

If you have submissions for theJournal then
e-mail them to the same address and we will
try to publish your submission. All
submissions become the property of the
Thomas H. Hobbs Journal

Editor




Private David M. Gordon

David Gordon entered the service of the Confederate States of America on August 15, 186
in Athens, Alabama. He joined the"™Alabama Cavalry under Captain Jno. McDonald.
The following comes fronsouthern Crosses of Honor

The time having come for every man that could be of any service to the Confederacy t
volunteer | did so under Captain John McDonald who was getting up a company of Cavalry.
| was appointed Commissary & Forage Master. The Company did post duty south of
Tennessee River for some time, when with other companies was formed intal@®Batt
which was commanded by Major Williams. After skirmishing for some tip and down

the valley Major Williams was killed, some 3 or 4 miles east of Courtlagar Mallards
Creek. After the death of Major Williams our Battalion and one other was fonteed i
regiment. Commanded by Col. Burtwell, | believe. After this formation,dbarent with

the rest of Roddy’s Command was ordered to Mississippi under General Piindst
serving under General Forrest, the battle of Harrisburg was fought in which thee¥anke
were whipped, a good many killed and many wounded and many prisoners taken. Their
trains were captured with many rations. Our command was then sent backabteh¢o
guard the Tennessee River, then ordered south through Selma, thence back to meet Wilsop's
Raiders pressing south through the state. We met them at Randolph and were pcé&ssed ba
through Plantersville on to Selma where we were again beaten and the Command
surrendered. | with a few others made our escape and made our way back to NenieAlab
where we were captured. John Simpson, James Hollingsworth, Bill Sartin and wereel

sent to Nashville where we were kept prisoners for some time, then pameieded home

about the first of June 1865. | did what | considered my duty, and only regret that | was not
able to do more.

David Gordon was born 15 February 1821 in Giles County, Tennessee. In 1856 he married
Sarah Waters and began his family. David Gordon died on 16 February 1902 in Limestone
County and is buried at the Gordon Cemetery.

BAVID M CORDOMN
SWARDS BATT ALA LT ARTY
S CONFEDERATE STATES ARMY
S FEEI5A1871 FED 16 1902




Lt. Commander Carl Jones from the Fighting Joe Wheeler Camp in
Birmingham was our guest speaker at the January meeting of the
Hobbs Camp. Carl had been invited to give a program on the Right of
Secession. For about an hour Carl outlined to the camp members th¢
basis of secession through the beliefs of the founding fathers and hogv
these beliefs were incorporated into the United States Constitution.
Carl gave us a history lesson as he moved forward from the 1770’s
to 1861 where secession became a reality with the formation of the

Confederate States of America. Many camp members have asked for hispimtgegiven in

written form. Look for a series of articles from Carl in Hh@&bbs Camp Journah the near

future.

A special notice had been sent out prior to the camp meeting stating there wouldperaéamnit
announcement concerning the finalization of the cemetery project. Commamasy Hill had
asked Charles Kilpatrick to talk to City Superintendent Ben Wiley about tiséopibyg of
acquiring a 12 foot by 30 foot plot along the Hobbs Street side of the City Centelecgate a
landscaped area to contain the last 17 markers for the cemetery. Wésaergkang for
permission to erect a monument to the unknown burial sites of the Limestone County
Confederate Soldiers and we decided to try to gain permission to erect a 25-foaleflghe
site. Charles received a verbal commitment from Superintendeng Wiléhe project. We
agreed to landscape the bed to somewhat match the existing area to thedpsitpose offer
was made from Charles to Ben that we would fly the First NationglfBtethe majority of the
year and we would substitute the Battle Flag and others from time to timeinSemmeient Wiley
said he had no problem with whatever flag we flew but that we were responsiblg tamaage
to our marker and the flagpole. He added that he would hate to see our tribute to the Limestone
County soldier high jacked by a group such as the one that marched earlier in iheAyeans.
It was also noted that the City of Athens retains ownership of the property.

A motion was made that we go forward with the project. It passed unanimously.dibscwas
held by the camp on which flag to fly. Suggestions were to rotate the flags anldide ialt of
the Confederate flags in this rotation, fly tfieNational year round with the Battle Flag being
flown on Confederate Holidays and special Confederate Days such as$ Rdbee’s birthday
and Jefferson Davis’s birthday. A motion was made to fly the First Nafidag year round and
to fly the Battle Flag on Confederate Holidays. The motion passed unanimouslysfTitee|leest
was that we get the city to give us something in writing so that the monunskérsmand
flagpole would not be removed or to deed the plot to us. That is being done at this writing and wi|
will report on the outcome as soon as possible.

D

We will do the work ourselves and have the monument and flagpole installed profigssiona
We will begin work in late February or early March.
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We are starting a new project as this year begins.
We are calling it “Remember Our Troops” but it
also encompasses civilian workers stationed in
Iraq and Afghanistan as well. Friend of the
Camp Billy Steele will be our contact person in
Irag. We will be collecting items that we can
send to the troops and civilian workers. Billy
tells us that there is a PX there and the Army
does provide for their basic needs.

What they can use are books, magazines, CD’s,
DVD’s, letters, etc. to help with the hours they
are away from on duty status. Adjutant /
Treasurer Mark Curley will head up this project
and will bring us details on how we move
forward with this project.

1" # $ %
Another new project that we are starting for 2008
will be the placement of Southern history and
Confederate history books in the local libraries,
public and school. Compatriot Buzz Estes
suggested this project and has done the initial
legwork. Susan Todd of the Athens Public
Library was happy to give the ok for their
acceptance of the collected books. The books do
not have to be new but they do need to be in
reasonably good shape.

We have the ability to buy books at Camp cost
through the University of Alabama Press. The

list will be at the February meeting if you would
like to order a book and donate it to the library.

We have ordered complimentary subscriptions to
the Confederate Veteraior the public library
and the Houston Memorial Library.

"%

Feb 16 — Army of Tennessee Training Day
Birmingham, 9 AM

Feb 21 — Camp meeting, 7 PM Veterans
Museum. Rita Birdsong will
Speak on th& Fenn. Infantry.

March — Date and place to be announced.
Division workshop for Camp
Commanders and Adjutants

1

Our February speaker will be Mrs. Rita
Birdsong from Decatur. Rita is a member
of the Joe Wheeler Chapter of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy. She will be
speaking on the8Tennessee Infantry and
its last Commander, Col. Clack.

The OCR ladies will provide refreshments
that evening for the camp. | have learned
that there will be ladies from the Wheeler
Chapter and the General John Hunt
Morgan Chapter joining us for Rita’s
presentatior

| guess this means no gambling, tobacco
chewing, spitting or swearing allowed.
However, this only applies to the ladies.

We have several members whose ancestgr
fought with the & Tennessee, pass the
word about the program.




General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Vetera

Ny

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought. To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate

Soldier's good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those princip
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”

Salute to the Confederate Flab

| Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journalthe
official publication of the Captain
Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No0.768 Sons
of Confederate Veterans. The views
expressed in the publication are those
of the editor. The editorial staff



