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Established in 1821 for defense
of Mobile Bay and named in honor

of General Edmund Pendleton Gaines,
1777-1849 who played an important
part in early Alabama History and
while Commandant of Fort Stoddard
captured Aaron Burr near Mclntosh
in February 1807.

Erected in 1957 by Alabama Soclety
Daughters of the American_Colonists













Brigade Camps

#232 – COL. Snodgrass  - Stevenson

    Meeting: 1st Tuesday, 6 PM, Contact Adjutant or Commander for location

Commander: Fred Hicks  (256) 605-9145

Adjutant: Ted Howell  (256) 605-2031   www.hted68@yahoo.com
#357 – COL. Egbert J. Jones – Huntsville

    Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7 PM Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. S.E

Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-2006, rebel.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-3525, gwmsr@hiwaay,net
                                            www.scv357.org
#452 – CPT John Rayburn – Guntersville

    Meeting: 1st Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM

Commander: John Taylor (256) 593-0402

Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-6090 scv@mccoynet.com
#580 – Decatur Sons of Liberty – Decatur

    Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room

Commander: Jim Sherrill       JSherrill2112@peoplepc.com
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3712 thomsonlarry@hotmail.com
#768 – CPT Thomas H. Hobbs – Athens

    Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens

Commander: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-0255 auae@bellsouth.net
1st Lt. Commander: Tom Strain (256) 990-5472  tomstrain@bellsouth.net
2nd Lt. Commander: David Griggs (256) 233-0672 griggsdave@hotmail.com
Adjutant: Mark Curley: (256) 679-9632  hobbsscv768@mchsi.com
www.scv768.org
#1442 – Thomas J. Denney – Cullman

    Meeting: 4th Tuesday, 7 PM, Willingham Scrap Yard, Hwy 278

Commander: Ed Green (205) 734-4077 eoglide@gmail.com
Adjutant: 

#1824 – DeKalb Rifles – Sylvania

    Meeting: Announced by Camp Commander

Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5565 rebcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-2565   hbouldin@farmerstel.com
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Commanders Corner





     2009 has flown by. The Christmas season is here. Christmas is a time of reflection, family and hopefully among all the social events, football games and gift giving you will take time to remember the true meaning of Christmas. I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. In my opinion our nation is at a critical point in its history. I believe people may actually understand that “actions have consequences “and “hope and change” makes a catchy slogan, but it is meaningless unless you ask what is the change going to be? We have seen the beginnings of the changes and I hope that a majority of voters take the opportunity to correct what is wrong within our government. Political posturing allows certain representatives and senators to vote one way on the draft and another way on the bill (the John Kerry approach). This is going to play out with health care reform, global warming and every other Federal program that is coming down the pike. Why the rush? 





Those in charge see this, as an opportunity to push their agenda while the administration is new and finding its way, thinking the American people want to see the change. Think of it as the “shock and awe of the political world.” They also know that the most controversial pieces have to be completed before the mid term elections so they have time to deflect the criticism that will be coming their way. Never before has the Federal government had this much power. Every aspect of your life is being pulled under their control. Even with a change in party leadership, is there really a change? Do we continue to accept the lesser of two evils? 





2010 may play out to be the defining year for this Republic. 150 years ago we were at another defining year. To bad our politicians cannot receive a visit from the ghosts of Christmas Past, Washington, Adams, Jefferson and Madison. 





Deo Vindice


Jimmy Hill
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Compatriots,





As promised we will put out a newsletter only when we actually have news to publish. As most of you know there have been some changes to the Division staff. Benje Evans is the new Adjutant and Mike Williams is the new Division webmaster. Each time you visit the web site you are likely to find a different look. Mike is working on a design that has eye appeal yet retains its function. I went to it today and this is the third different design I have seen so far. What he is looking for is input, what would you and your camp member like to see on the web site. There is an updated Adjutants page with the forms needed for the Camp Adjutant to efficiently do his job. 





At the EC meeting we took a final vote on the new Division Awards program. In the past we gave out 110 certificates and 5 plaques. I was asked by Commander Reames to develop a new awards program. I looked at the awards programs from different Divisions across the SCV, solicited input from people in the Division and talked to a member of the South Carolina Divisions awards program. The program takes into consideration keeping a bit of the old while mixing in some of the new. The past awards program allowed for 55 Meritorious Service Awards and 55 Certificates of Appreciation. The eight Brigade Commanders and the three Division Officers turned in their nominations and the awards were presented. The same process applied to the top awards, Newsletter, Camp of the Year and Compatriot of the Year.





The new awards program consists of two parts. Division level and Brigade level. The Brigade level is exactly the same as it was in the old awards program. The Brigade Commanders will accept nominations from within his Brigade and submit five names for Meritorious Service Awards and five names for Certificates of Appreciation. We will continue to use the same certificates that we have used in the past. The difference in the program becomes clear at the Division level. In the old program the Commander, 1st Lt. Commander and 2nd Lt. Commander nominated men to receive Meritorious Service Awards and Certificates of Appreciation. They received the same certificate that everyone else received. The new program has awards for specific things. Without going into the specifics of each award, we now have an award for Recruiting, Adjutant, Chaplain, Cemetery work, Heritage Defense, Historical Project, Convention Attendance, etc. The Camp of the Year Award will be scored off a worksheet similar to the National sheet. All of the criteria, eligibility and how to apply for the award is in the guidelines posted to the Division web site under Forms and Documents. The certificates are standard sized and designed for each specific award. Most of the awards are named for Alabamians. 





The 2010 budget was approved and with it come a couple of changes that affects us at Brigade level. The first is in advertising. In the past we have had $500 to spend in April for Confederate Heritage month. We still have that money but I made a motion and it passed that allows the Brigade Commanders to have an additional $500 to spend on advertising either separately or in conjunction with the April money. We have an excellent periodical that is distributed across North Alabama and Southern Tennessee. Its coverage area includes the camps of the NE and NW Brigades. It is the Old Tennessee Valley Magazine and Mercantile Advertiser. The ad rate can be covered by the new $500 allotment and NW Brigade Commander Johnny McDonald is considering splitting the cost with us which would leave us $250 to be used for something else or combined with our $500 Heritage Month advertising efforts. We already have an ad designed to be placed so we hope to move forward on this in January. 





For the Heritage month advertising money I am open to suggestions. Newspaper ads generally are expensive and typically only cover a small area. TV and radio is expensive. How can we get the most bang for our buck? 





One of the other changes to the budget involves general advertising for the Division. We are looking for a state wide magazine to advertise with. Examples are Alabama Wildlife, Alabama Cattlemen, Alabama Power and some others. We have a limited budget so there again we are looking for as much distribution to a targeted readership as we can get for our money. Send me your suggestions and I’ll check them out.





Heritage posters will be coming soon and will be divided up again like they did last year. The Division allocates the amount of posters given to the camps by size. I generally get an extra pack to use for an as needed basis. Our primary goal is to get them in as many schools as we possibly can. To often the posters find themselves in the hands of our members. We miss the boat when we allow that to happen. The Hobbs camp in Athens has put posters in every elementary, middle and high school in the county. They also placed a poster at Calhoun and Athens State University and three public libraries. The few that were left over were placed in businesses around Limestone County.
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Another program that falls under the grant line of the budget is the allowance of one historical marker per Brigade each year. Commander Reames really wants this program to be executed. Sometimes items get added to the budget but are rarely used, he wants this to be used. The NE Brigade is a rather large area so finding that right spot will be difficult. In the past few months we have addressed several requests at the OC meetings for these markers with the Division picking up roughly half of the cost. I can only remember one being turned down. The reason being was its placement was in such a remote area, many doubted how many people would see it. The request also came from an outside group with little known about the final placement. 





I am looking for suggestions for the placement of our first marker.


We have eight counties to look at for the placement. It will be a two


sided marker similar to the picture. The SCV logo has to be on at 


least one side of the marker. It can mark a place, event or a person 


of significance. Visibility will certainly be a factor in the decision


but not the only one. Do other markers exist that also commemorate 


the person or event?  If so, it would probably put the suggested


marker closer to the bottom of the list. There could be opportunities 


to co-op with a group like a historical society or with your camp 


where we could put up two markers instead of one. We will look at 


all options. The camp making the suggestion needs to be sure the 


marker can be placed. We would need any permit information required as well as property owners permission where necessary. The final selection will be done as fairly as possible. Give me a call or send me your suggestions for your area.





The 2010 Division Reunion will be held at Eufaula. They put together an excellent proposal following the Division guidelines listed on the web site. The camp is one year old and has about 15 members. The plans are in place and all they have to do is execute. Being the Chairman of the Time & Place Committee it is now time to consider the host of the 2011 Reunion. It will be a non-voting year. The Division allows $2000 for the expense of the Reunion. It is a lot of work to put one on and the expectations are high. Download the guidelines and if your camp / camps think you can host the event then put together a presentation and send it to the Committee members, Robert Reames, Joe Ringhoffer and myself. I would like to be able to announce the finalists or the host camp at the conclusion of the Eufaula Reunion. 





Last year we did not sponsor anyone for the Sam Davis Youth Camp and that is something that I take full responsibility for. No one submitted a name to me but I did not do enough to push the program at camp level. Expect that to change this year. The Division allots $500 for each Brigade to cover the expense of the camp itself. It is the responsibility of the young man or his family to get him there. That may be the hold up for some especially in this economic climate. If need be we will find a way to help out in getting him to the camp. Fundraisers, private donations, etc can be used to make this happen.





Don’t forget the Division Scholarship Program. $1500 is available for up to three students. They must follow the guidelines for the program. The guidelines are listed on the Division web site or available from 1st Lt. Commander Tom Strain. The deadline is March 15th.





The Army of Tennessee will again hold one of its two training workshops in Birmingham. The date is February 13th and it will be hosted by the Fighting Joe Wheeler Camp. It will be held at the New Merkle House as in years past. You should be receiving correspondence from them soon. Each year the meeting gets better as the Army Commander puts together a line up of speakers to cover many of the problems facing our camps and ways to overcome those problems. Expect to see a couple of candidates in attendance as we are entering an election year for Division and National offices. This will give you an opportunity to listen to them and ask questions about their positions. There is a small charge to attend to cover lunch. The other meeting will be held in Nashville. 





Finally, the Sesquicentennial is almost here. Look for ways your camp can participate. I will be posting events that will be taking place in our Brigade. We need to support each other’s events to insure success. This is a great opportunity for the SCV. Will we waste it or use it to our benefit?





If I can be of any help to you, don’t hesitate to call or e-mail me. I’ll be on the visiting trail again soon as the holiday’s end. Make plans for the celebration of Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson’s birthday.





Jimmy Hill


Commander, NE Brigade



















































































