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Compatriots,

| am going to change the format of the Brigade newsletter to a quaddibyn instead of a
monthly. With this change we can cover events that have taken place as well asgpems.

In this issue you will read about Compatriot Mack Vinson of the Sons of Liberty Qasrihe
awarding of a War Service Medal to him, a recap of the Alabama Division Reunidmearedé¢ntly
held National Reunion in Hot Springs, Arkansas. Moving from the summer months to thed#il us
means an increase of members attending camp meetings. As school skaatsdbeacations end our
members gravitate back to the camp meetings. Now is the time to bringuoltegh programs and
plan events and projects to spark their interest.

The single biggest thing to happen to our organization is the upcoming celebration of the
Sesquicentennial of the War for Southern Independence. | doubt that you will figdefenences to
its true name. We will have to learn to coexist with the PC, Civil War added bedsndiSentennial.
We will have 5 years of attention brought to the 1861-1865 era and it will be our place tivegines
history of the South and the Confederate Soldier. The State of Alabama is dedesdunges for
Sesquicentennial events to be held in each county. We need to work with our county hegelitirsgi
a piece of that pie. In Limestone County we already have a Sesquicentamialt@e set up through
the Chamber of Commerce’ lit. Commander Tom Strain is the Chairman. Local historians Buzz
Estes and Richard Martin are on the committee, Jeanette Dunnavant of the Chatdoea part of
the committee and | was asked to participate as well. Four of the five meand&€V members. We
are planning a variety of events that will highlight each year of the wanéaf participation at the
local level in every county in the state. Most committees of this type aagsalaoking for volunteers.
| believe you will find that your service would be welcome.

The Division Reunion in Mobile was a well organized and properly executed event. heSe

Camp should be commended for the planning and execution. The only complaint heard was
concerning the room temperature which was quickly adjusted. The Division busasbandled in a
dignified, business minded manner. A complete recap of the Reunion can be foundAtaaura
ConfederateAlthough Mobile was a long distance to drive, we had a good crowd for an off election
year reunion. At this point the Time and Place Committee is looking for a site to h@ldlibe

reunion.

The 114 annual National Reunion was just wrapped up in Hot Springs, Arkansas. The James Keller
Camp of Hot Springs did an outstanding job of hosting the event. We had twelve men reqesenti
Alabama at the Reunion. Like the Division Reunion the business of the SCV was handiedtkyffi

and in a businesslike manner. In the newsletter you will find a write up on the Reunionw&here
several Alabama men who received individual awards for their work this pasEyea this Brigade

the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp was awarded the James M. Butler Award tdisBestal

Project and was recognized as the Top Camp in the Army of Tennessee. The HoplimiSheu

second in the National Camp of the Year behind the H.L. Hunley Camp from South Carolina.

Lets all get busy on the recruiting front. With the Sesquicentennial comes @as@an people’s
interest in the war and its participants. This is an opportunity we cannot affordsto mis

Deo Vindice,

Commander



#232 — COL. Snodgrass - Stevenson

Meeting: 1st Tuesday, 6 PM, Contact Adjutant or Commander for location
Commander: Fred Hicks (256) 605-9145
Adjutant: Ted Howell (256) 605-203Ivww.hted68@yahoo.com

#357 — COL. Egbert J. Jones — Huntsville
Meeting: ' Thursday, 7 PM Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. S.E
Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-20@bel.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-352wmsr@hiwaay,net
www.geaocities.com/huntsvillescv

#452 — CPT John Rayburn — Guntersville

Meeting: ' Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM
Commander: John Taylor (256) 593-0402
Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-60Hrv@mccoynet.com

#580 — Decatur Sons of Liberty — Decatur

Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room
Commander:
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3Mi@msonlarry@hotmail.com

#768 — CPT Thomas H. Hobbs — Athens
Meeting: Ky Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens
Commander: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-0285ae @ bellsouth.net
1st Lt. Commander: Tom Strain (256) 990-54t@nstrain@bellsouth.net
2" Lt. Commander: David Griggs (256) 233-06ft2ggsdave @hotmail.com
Adjutant: Mark Curley: (256) 679-963Robbsscv768@mchsi.com
WWW.SCV768.0rg

#1442 — Thomas J. Denney — Cullman

Meeting: 4" Tuesday, 7 PM, Willingham Scrap Yard, Hwy 278
Commander: Ed Green (205) 734-4@aglide@gmail.com
Adjutant

#1824 — DeKalb Rifles — Sylvania

Meeting: Announced by Camp Commander
Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5568bcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-256Bbouldin@farmerstel.com

#1899 — Forrest's Cavalry

Meeting:
Commander: Eric D. Weems (205) 681-75@dc.weems@crowncastle.com
Adjutant:




We soon learned after we arrived in Hot Springs that the official neietiSprings National Park,

Arkansas. The 2009 National Reunion (fjlwas hosted by the James M. Keller Camp of Hot Springs. They
advertised that if you came to Hot Springs you were going to be well tateenfcahey lived up to that
promise and then some. The Arlington Hotel, opened in 1924 was the third hotélersdmte name built on
this site. The hotel features a grand ornate lobby but its main featurts Wwathhouse and spa still in use
today. Famous people have made the trek to Hot Springs for the waters nhedicmancluding Al Capone

and George Bush

The Reunion opened on Thursday morning with the posting of the colors and the wsiraygfeom
dignitaries. Mayor Mike Bush of Hot Springs not only welcomed us to his ditgilbo provided a comedic
relief to the gathered delegates. Two Real Sons were in attendanaerarecognized by Commander in
Chief McMichael. Jim Brown and Marion Wilson received a standing ovatioey @re two of the last
thirty-seven Real Sons we have in the SCV. It was announced on Thursdag tiet 426 delegates in

attendance representing over 190 camps. Our SCV membership total now sEhdgamembers

The first order of business was the announcement that we had purchased diginahddres at EIm
Springs which gives us access to the back entrance of the property antbwithal building of a museum
and business center. The new building will allow the restoration of the ElmgSimome to be finished.

The 2009 —2010 operating budget was discussed and passed. The site of the 2012 NatiomavRguni
voted on by the delegates. Murfreesboro, Tennessee was chosen to host tmeravany f11" through the
15", It was also announced that on Februay@éd 27 the S.D. Lee Institute would be held in Nashuville.
The upcoming Sesquicentennial garnered a lot of discussion. The new Sdequieéi-shirt was debuted

at the Reunion. They are available through the gift shop at EIm Springs program called the
Sesquicentennial Society was announced. It requires a $200 membershijpifeartid the member will
receive a medal and certificate. The proceeds will go to the buildihg ofew museum and business center.
$150 goes to the building fund and the remaining $50 will be placed into an account foetiterBizl
celebration of the war.

The three Army Commanders gave their reports to the delegatione Asisiness session was winding down
there was a presentation given on the restoration of Oakwood Cemetery in Richwmemt7 000
Confederate soldiers are buried there and the control of the cemdteajlysbeing given to the SCV by the
city. Look for details on how you can help with the restoration efforts.

The Awards Luncheon was held and the keynote speaker was Ronald Kennedy, oaetbibtiseofThe
South Was Rigtind other Southern books. The Alabama Delegation did well in individual ssasndell as
Camp awards. Congratulations go to the men of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #76&ifoAthe
being named the top camp in the Army of Tennessee and for receiving second glaecmp of the
Year Award. The Hobbs Camp was also awarded the James Butler AwaesstdtiBtorical Project of the
Year.

The final business session was held after the Army meetings on Saturday mbhneregwere 5
amendments to the Constitution to be considered. Amendment 1 failed to passindent 2 was
withdrawn. Amendment 3 that would change the size of a chartering camp fromberaeml15 was
soundly defeated. Amendment 4 was passed after being amended and Amendment 5 whicttemoluticlee
terms of the General Officers from 2 to 3 years was defeated.

The Commanders Reception and Banquet were held Saturday night and the Reunioraczlpset It was
well attended and the Keller Camp did an outstanding job of hosting the @i&htsee you in 2010 in
Anderson, South Carolinal!



One of the business items at the National
Reunion was the introduction of the
Sesquicentennial Society. The membership
dues to join the Society are $200 (one time).
The member will receive a certificate and a
medal. The Society is aimed at providing
funds for the building of the museum and
business center at EIm Springs and a portior
of the fee goes to the establishment of a fung
for the celebration of the bicentennial of the
War for Southern Independence in 2061. $14
goes to the building fund and $50 goes to thd
bicentennial fund. Several members joined
while they were at Hot Springs. More will be
available at the SCV web site and in the
Confederate Veteran
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Egbert J. Jones Camp 357

“The Life of Confederate |.D.W. Cobb”

Mr. Joseph T. Richardson presented the
results of a research project conducted as part
of a college history class. His presentation
was on his ancestor, Confederate hero Isaac
Denton Winfield Cobb.

Richardson recently graduated from the
University of Alabama—Huntsville with a
degree in history. His presentation detailed
the life of IDW Cobb and that of the exploits
of Bushwhacker Johnston’s men. He also
gave insights and tricks in tacking down
Confederate ancestors and genealogy in
general.

Decatur- Sons of Liberty Camp 580 will be hosting the
|'-| I annual Battle for Decatur at Point Mallard Park. THeo#
T C Batt c September will be set aside for school children to come to

the camps to witness what life was like during the war.
For Decatur

On September'5and &' the battles will be held at 2 PM.
The camps and sutlers will be open at 11:00 AM. Come
support Camp 580 as they put on this event.

The NE Brigade will set up a recruiting booth at the Batt|f
for Decatur on Septembel' & 6™. The event opens at 11
AM so we will be there around 10 AM to set up and will
stay until around 3 PM each day.

In the past we have had moderate success in recruiting @t
Decatur. We will have a supply of SCV magazines and

September 4,55 2003 other handouts for interested people.

Labor Day Weekend | would like to invite to extend an invitation to all of the
camps in the Brigade to have a member present to reprg sent
your camp if possible on either or both days. The perso
Point Mallard Park does not have to be a camp officer to represent the ca
Decatur, Alabama They just need to be able to talk about your camp, its

activities and give details of when and where you meet.



In April the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp 768 completed the restoration of the Hobbs family
plot. In addition to the restoration we placed a monument to Captain Hobbs in the cornlgr direct
behind his wife’s grave. Captain Hobbs died from wounds sustained at the Battieed [dl,
Virginia and is buried in Lynchburg, Virginia. We placed this monument to honor hises#wvic
Limestone County and the Confederate Army. The project also included the erection of tw
flagpoles. One pole erected behind Captain Hobbs monument flies the Confeddlatel&gtthe
other pole erected in the opposite corner flies the U.S. Flag to honor BrigadierlGehara

Higgins and veteran Mack Frierson. General Higgins commanded the largestdrenit during
WWII. Hobbs family members were on hand on Aprilhlatdedicate the plot.



Commander Ed Green of the Thomas J. Denn Members of the Capt. John Rayburn Camp 452,
Camp 1442, Cullman with camp members afte Marshall County at a camp meeting earlier in the
being presented with an Alabama Division year. The camp meets in the Albertville Public
Meritorious Service Award from NE Brigade  Library.

Commander Jimmy Hill.

Alabama Division ¥ Lt. Commander
and DeKalb Rifle Camp 1824 member
Gary Carlyle receives his Alabama
Guardian Certificate and pin.

Send your meeting agendas in early along with pastuetc for publication. Advertise
any upcoming events your camp may be involved in.

Send submissions to: NEBrigade@knology.net




On April 26" at the Confederate
Memorial Day celebration a special
presentation was made to Compatriot
Mack Vinson. He was presented the
SCV War Service Medal during the
service. Below is the letter that was
read during the ceremony to honor
Mack and his service to this country
and the service of his Great
Grandfather to the Confederate States
Army.

Compatriot Mack Vinson

Mack Vinson’s Great Grandfather Colonel Adolphus Alexander proudly served in the 20th
Mississippi Infantry of Confederate Army. He died of Pneumonia in 1862.

Mack Vinson served as a member of 1343rd Battalion, of the Alabama National Gtierd at
outbreak of the Korean War. He was deployed to Korea on Augisi280 at 21 years old.

He bravely served for one year and four months and achieved the rank of Corporal. He was
honorably discharged on December 1951.

He was awarded medals for:

Korean Service Medal
Armed Forces Medal
Far East Medal
Marksmanship Medal
Good Conduct Medal

He has been a faithful member of Camp 580 “Decatur Sons of Liberty” AlabansoDief the
Sons of Confederate Veterans from inception.

We honor him for his war service by presenting him this distinguished medal in honor of
Confederate Memorial Day.

We thank him for protecting this great land from oppression.
Sincerely,

Donnie Brown, Commander

Larry Thomson, Adjutant

Camp 580 “Decatur Sons of Liberty”

Alabama Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans



General Stephen D. Lee’s Salute to the Confederate Flab
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Veterahy | Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
“To you, Sons of Confederate undying devotion to the Cause
Veterans, we will submit the for which it stands.
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought. To your

strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate

Soldier's good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those princip official publication of the Northeast Alabama

The Northeast Alabama Brigade Dispat@hthe

: : Brigade, Alabama Division, Sons of Confederate
he Ioved and WhICh made hlm Veterans. The views expressed in the publication

g|orious and which your also are those of the editor. The editorial staff ressrv
cherish" the right to accept or reject any article or

advertisement




