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Northeast Alabama Brigade
Sons of Confederate Veterans

     Commander: Jimmy Hill                   256-233-3366

      Adjutant:           Mike Kelley                 256-230-0255

      Chaplain:           Myron Mooney

E-mail Camp News & Announcements to
www.NEBrigade@aol.com
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Northeast Alabama Brigade
13476 Wendy Drive

Madison, Alabama  35757

 256-614-3156
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Compatriots,

    I trust that all of you had a great Christmas and hope that time spent with your family and
friends was relaxing and harmonious. 2009 is almost here and it should be a banner year for
the SCV. As we approach the Sesquicentennial there will be more and more attention placed
on the war years which will bring attention to us. Even this year as the bicentennial of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth is rammed down our throat, there will be attention brought to the
Southern Cause. We need to be prepared to answer questions intelligently with facts to back
up our answers.

All across the Brigade and certainly the Division, Christmas dinners and parties were being
held. I was able to attend the Huntsville Camps dinner as well as our own here in Athens.
Both of these had great turnouts, with fellowship between the attending families, plenty of
food and great entertainment. I hope all of you had a chance to celebrate Christmas with your
camp members.

On December 2nd we officially chartered the Colonel Snodgrass Camp in Stevenson.
Commander Fred Hicks and Adjutant Ted Howell have everything in place to make the SCV
a fighting force in Jackson County. 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle and I were on hand to
officially welcome the new camp members into the Alabama Division. We had a great meal
after the short ceremony. The camp is fired up and ready to work. They had three Christmas
parades they were participating in, all on the same day. Reports are that the citizens of
Bridgeport, Stevenson and Flat Rock were receptive to the idea of Southern heritage being
brought out into the open. Look for big things out of Jackson County.

Our Brigade meeting has been postponed for February 7th. We are looking at March 7th as an
alternate date. The meeting at this time will still be held in Huntsville. The Jones Camp is
setting up the meeting place and lunch for everyone. More details to follow.

I am still in the process of visiting the camps in the Brigade. So far I have been to Huntsville,
Decatur, Stevenson, Sylvania and of course Athens. After the first of the year I would like to
schedule the remaining camps and get to meet more of the Division members. Although I
have been to the Guntersville / Albertville and Cullman camps before it has been a while. A
trip to Blount County I hope will be sometime in the spring.

I close now with a sincere hope that all of you have a prosperous New Year. Good health,
most of all would be a blessing to most. I look forward to seeing all of you at the Brigade
meeting if not sooner.

Deo Vindice,
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Commander
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#232 – COL. Snodgrass  - Stevenson
    Meeting: 1st Tuesday, 6 PM, Contact Adjutant or Commander for location
Commander: Fred Hicks  (256) 605-9145
Adjutant: Ted Howell  (256) 605-2031   www.hted68@yahoo.com

#357 – COL. Egbert J. Jones – Huntsville
    Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7 PM Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. S.E
Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-2006, rebel.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-3525, gwmsr@hiwaay,net
                         www.geocities.com/huntsvillescv

#452 – CPT John Rayburn – Guntersville
    Meeting: 1st Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM
Commander: John Taylor (256) 593-0402
Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-6090 scv@mccoynet.com

#580 – Decatur Sons of Liberty – Decatur
    Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room
Commander: Donnie Brown (256) 355-5780        elvis0165@gmail.com
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3712 thomsonlarry@hotmail.com

#768 – CPT Thomas H. Hobbs – Athens
    Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens
Commander: Jimmy Hill  (256) 233-3336 CSA54thAla@aol.com
1st Lt Commander: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-0255 auae@bellsouth.net
2nd Lt. Commander: Donnie Stanford (256) 232-7418 STANFORDDONNIE@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Mark Curley: (256) 679-9632 m.curley@mchsi.com

www.scv768.org

#1442 – Thomas J. Denney – Cullman
    Meeting: 4th Tuesday, 7 PM, Willingham Scrap Yard, Hwy 278
Commander: Ed Green (205) 734-4314 eoglide@webtv.net
Adjutant:

#1824 – DeKalb Rifles – Sylvania
    Meeting: Announced by Camp Commander
Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5565 rebcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-2565  hbouldin@farmerstel.com

#1899 – Forrest’s Cavalry
    Meeting:
Commander: Eric D. Weems (205) 681-7524  eric.weems@crowncastle.com
Adjutant:
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Camp Charters!
The newest camp in the NE Brigade is #232, the
Colonel Snodgrass Camp of Stevenson. At left are 6 of
the new members who gathered along with several
guests on December 2nd for their chartering service.

Back row left is Ted Howell the Camp Adjutant and on
the right in the overalls is Commander Fred Hicks. A
great group of guys who are dedicated to promoting
their Southern Heritage in Jackson County.

After receiving the charter the camp had a great meal.
It wouldn’t have been a southern gathering without
food and there was plenty of it.

 The camp was to participate in three Christmas
parades on Saturday, December 6th at Bridgeport,
Stevenson and Flat Rock. The camp gave away 500
recruiting coins during the parade and came in 2nd

place during judging.

Alabama Division 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle
and NE Brigade Commander Jimmy Hill were on hand
to welcome them into the Division. Watch for this
camp to grow in the next few months. They have the
right spirit and drive to make things happen in Jackson
County.
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Alabama Division 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle visited Bay Minette to speak at the local SCV
Camp there and took the opportunity to visit Beauvoir.
The historic home of President Jefferson Davis is open
again to the public after it’s near destruction from
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

The DeKalb Rifles also participated in three Christmas
Parades this year.



                                                       The December meeting of the Captain Thomas Hobbs Camp was held on the 5th
                                              at the Rogers Center. Each December we hold our annual Awards Dinner Meeting.
                                              It is at this meeting we present two awards; one for the Camp Member of the Year and
                                              another for the Compatriot of the Year. This second award goes to someone outside
                                              the camp who has contributed to the preservation of Southern History or its symbols.
                                              This meeting also allows us to fellowship with each other and meet the wives and
                                              children of some of our newer members. It was also nice having Alabama Division
                                              Commander Robert Reames, 2nd Lt. Commander Gary Carlyle and several special
guests in attendance with us. We had a great turnout for the dinner and a ton of food.

This year, a first occurred, we had one person nominated by five different people for the Camp Member of the Year.
Buzz Estes was the recipient of the Elliot R. Matthews III Award. Buzz has worked all year long on a number of
camp projects and has been involved in some personal projects that have benefited the camp. Buzz was a member of
the Hobbs Camp Cemetery Crew that marked all of the graves in Limestone County, he has participated in every
recruiting booth that the camp has sponsored, he came up with and spearheaded the book drive for the two libraries
in town and due to his efforts many articles of the camps activities have appeared in the Athens News Courier, The
Decatur Daily and The Huntsville Times. Buzz also provided us with the contact for the entertainment we enjoyed at
the dinner.

The winner of the Charles F. Kilpatrick Award was Athens Mayor, Dan Williams. Each year Mayor Williams signs
a proclamation designating April as Confederate History and Heritage Month. When the Hobbs Camp was finishing
up the grave marking project we realized we had 18 soldiers who were buried in the City Cemetery in family plots
where it was impossible to differentiate which grave was his. We discussed what we wanted to do and approached
the Mayor for the City’s approval. Mayor Williams approved our plan of the city providing a spot for a memorial
that would contain the stones of these 18 soldiers and a monument to the unknown soldiers buried in Limestone
County.

Award winning entertainer Shane Adkins played for us before, during and after dinner. Shane carries on the
traditional guitar style of Chet Atkins, Merle Travis and Doc Watson. You can see more of Shane at his web site
www.shaneadkins.com

The night came to a close with a drawing for door prizes and the singing of Dixie.
Thanks to the ladies of the Mary Fielding Chapter, Order of Confederate Rose for decorating the room and setting
up for the dinner.
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    Left: Compatriot Buzz
Estes receives the Camp
member of the year award.

Right: Athens Mayor Dan
Williams receives an
officer’s sword from Charles
Kilpatrick after being
awarded Compatriot of the
Year.



     December was very busy at the Jones Camp. The annual Camp Christmas dinner was held on
December 4th. The turnout for the dinner was great. Southern cooking was at its finest that Thursday
evening and there was plenty to go around. After dinner the audience was treated to a performance by
                                     Ross Moore, a favorite among the people of North Alabama and a special friend
                                     to the camp. Ross entertained us with a combination of Christmas music and
                                     with a variety of his own music, a blend of Southern and Appalachian tunes that
                                     hit close to home.

                                     After the performance a special recognition was given to Ms. Linda Green for her
                                     work on Southern Causes and for her friendship with the Jones Camp.

                                      The drawing of door prizes and a singing of Dixie capped off the evening.

On December 13th, the Camp did double duty. The day was started off in Gurley with a grave dedication
service. You can find video of the service on You tube. Type in Sons of Confederate Veterans and you
will find the video link for Gurley. That afternoon camp members gathered at Maple Hill Cemetery in
downtown Huntsville for the annual luminary service where the names of the 57 known Confederate
soldiers that are buried in the Confederate section are read. The night was especially dark with a cloudy
sky that blocked the stars and the moon. The luminaries provided the backdrop for the “soldiers” to move
forward as their name was called. A present or here sir was heard from behind Commander Greg Posey as
the names were read until the last soldier’s name was called. Always a highlight of the Christmas season
for the Jones Camp.
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     On December 18th the General Joseph Wheeler Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy held
a ceremony laying a wreath at the Confederate Memorial at the Morgan County Courthouse. The ceremony
had a dual purpose; one was to mark the observance of Alabama Day and to honor our Confederate ancestors
during the Christmas season. On hand were ladies from various UDC Chapters as well as Past Division
Commander Leonard Wilson, AOT Councilman & Alabama Division 1st Lt. Commander Tom Strain, NE
Brigade Commander Jimmy Hill, Sons of Liberty Adjutant Larry Thomson and several other Sons of Liberty
Camp members. Chapter President Glendora James officiated the service. After the service we adjourned to a
luncheon and program at the historic Rhea - McEntire house. A history of the home was given by its current
owner including the story of how General Albert Sydney Johnston finalized the plans for the Battle
                                                          of Shiloh at the home and how during the war a Union soldier was killed
                                                          and buried under the parlor floorboards. The home is one of the three
                                                          structures still standing after the war. The remaining part of the town
                                                          was burnt or the buildings were torn down to provide wood for the
                                                          Union army to construct the defenses that they used to hold the
                                                          important river and rail town. Several period pieces inside the home
                                                          were from the war.

                                                          Pictured at left are Glendora James and Leonard Wilson in the parlor
                                                          during the service.
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January 08 – Jones Camp meeting, Huntsville – meeting moved from 1st

                   Thursday to 2nd Thursday for January only. Valley United Methodist
                    Drake Avenue. 7 PM.

January 15 – Camp meeting – Capt. Thomas Hobbs Camp 768, Athens
                     100 West Pryor St. Alabama Veterans Museum. Mr. Wesley Stroud, speaker

January 19  – Lee – Jackson Day celebration -  12 noon, Madison County Courthouse.

January 26 – Camp meeting – Sons of Liberty Camp 580, Decatur
                          Wheeler Basin Library, 6th Ave. NE

January 27 – Camp meeting – Thomas Denney Camp 1442, Cullman
                          Willingham Salvage Yard, Hwy 278

February 02 – Camp meeting, Captain John Rayburn #452, 7 PM Albertville Public
                         Library. Enter at side entrance.

February 03 – Camp Meeting. Colonel Snodgrass #232, 6:30 PM, Stevenson.
                        Contact Camp Commander or Adjutant for location of meeting.

February 21 – AOT Training meeting, New Merkle House, Birmingham

March 07 -      Brigade meeting, tentative date.

Send your meeting agendas in early along with pictures, etc for publication.
Advertise any upcoming events your camp may be involved in.

Send submissions to: NEBrigade@knology.net



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Northeast Alabama Brigade Dispatch  is the
official publication of the Northeast Alabama
Brigade, Alabama Division, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.  The views expressed in the publication
are those of the editor. The editorial staff reserves
the right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


