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Northeast Alabama Brigade
Sons of Confederate Veterans

     Commander: Jimmy Hill                   256-233-3366

      Adjutant:           Mike Kelley                 256-230-0255

      Chaplain:           Myron Mooney

E-mail Camp News & Announcements to
www.NEBrigade@aol.com
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Northeast Alabama Brigade
13476 Wendy Drive

Madison, Alabama  35757

 256-614-3156
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Fellow Compatriots,

  Fall is definitely in the air as the temperature has dropped and leaves have begun to fall. Being
in the NE Brigade we run a broad spectrum of seasonal changes but by far this is my favorite
time of the year. Fall is also when most of the SCV camps begin to see members coming back to
the meetings as the rigors of summer life have slowed down.

As they come back, what have we done as camp officers to insure that they return? There are
many reasons why we lose members. For some, they don’t feel that they are involved. I have
always had a problem with this excuse considering we are a volunteer organization. For others,
they consider the meeting boring or the camp is not active outside of the meeting room. There
are plenty of reasons why they leave but our job is to find the reasons to make them stay.
I would suggest that you take a hard look at the structure of your meeting. Do you have a
program  / speaker for the meeting. If all you do is show up and conduct business month after
month you will have a hard time retaining even the most dedicated member. If your camp is
based heavily into reenacting you will limit your growth to those involved in the hobby. A
balance of all elements is required to see your camp grow.

Outside activities around the Confederation are too numerous to list. You cannot go a weekend
without finding a grave dedication, reenactment or other event somewhere to attend. Since the
last writing we have had a reenactment in Decatur, Fiddlers Convention in Athens, Recruiting
booth in Decatur, Athens and New Hope, stone dedication in Tennessee for Bushwacker
Johnston and most recently four grave dedications just across the Brigade line into Lawrence
County but supported by the Decatur, Huntsville and Athens Camps. These are just the ones I
knew about.

Activities for your camp can include civic projects that will give your camp a good name in you
community. Food and clothing drives this time of year are desperately needed. Veterans Day and
Christmas Parades are another project your camp can get involved with. The Hobbs Camp
collected books for the library and has been sending troop boxes to Iraq for some time now.
The new Alabama Guardian Program can be done individually or as a camp.

Whether we like it or not, we are in competition with a lot of items in our members lives and
sometimes the SCV comes in last. This is especially true for our younger members. Movies,
sports and other activities are more entertaining but somehow we have to reach them. The future
of our organization is in our hands and especially in the hands of the younger generations coming
in behind us. What kind of legacy will we leave behind?

These are the obstacles that lie ahead as we approach the Sesquicentennial. The spotlight will be
on the war and we will either hit the mark because we are prepared or we will be scratching our
heads wondering what happened.

Last, I hope to see each of the Camp Commanders at the Executive Meeting coming up in
November. If you cannot be there be sure to get your proxy slip filled out so your camp can be
represented. Commander Reames has made it clear, it is YOUR Division and he is interested in
hearing your opinions.

Deo Vindice,
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Commander
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#232 – COL. Snodgrass  - Stevenson
    Meeting: 1st Tuesday, 6 PM, Contact Adjutant or Commander for location
Commander: Fred Hicks  (256) 605-9145
Adjutant: Ted Howell  (256) 605-2031   www.hted68@yahoo.com

#357 – COL. Egbert J. Jones – Huntsville
    Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7 PM Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. S.E
Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-2006, rebel.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-3525, gwmsr@hiwaay,net
                         www.geocities.com/huntsvillescv

#452 – CPT John Rayburn – Guntersville
    Meeting: 1st Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM
Commander: John Taylor (256) 593-0402
Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-6090 scv@mccoynet.com

#580 – Decatur Sons of Liberty – Decatur
    Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room
Commander: Donnie Brown (256) 355-5780        elvis0165@gmail.com
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3712 thomsonlarry@hotmail.com

#768 – CPT Thomas H. Hobbs – Athens
    Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens
Commander: Jimmy Hill  (256) 233-3336 CSA54thAla@aol.com
1st Lt Commander: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-0255 auae@bellsouth.net
2nd Lt. Commander: Donnie Stanford (256) 232-7418 STANFORDDONNIE@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Mark Curley: (256) 679-9632 m.curley@mchsi.com

www.scv768.org

#1442 – Thomas J. Denney – Cullman
    Meeting: 4th Tuesday, 7 PM, Willingham Scrap Yard, Hwy 278
Commander: Ed Green (205) 734-4314 eoglide@webtv.net
Adjutant:

#1824 – DeKalb Rifles – Sylvania
    Meeting: Announced by Camp Commander
Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5565 rebcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-2565  hbouldin@farmerstel.com

#1899 – Forrest’s Cavalry
    Meeting:
Commander: Eric D. Weems (205) 681-7524  eric.weems@crowncastle.com
Adjutant:

#2101 – PVT John J. Hill, 25th Infantry – Hazel Green
    Meeting: Second Monday of month, behind CSA shop in Hazel Green on 431 North.
Commander: Jeremy T. Hill (256) 828-1578  newmarkethill@bellsouth.net
Adjutant: Randall H. Hill (256) 829-5457
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The Battle for Decatur was held over the Labor Day
weekend and hosted by the Decatur Sons of Liberty Camp.
This year school groups were brought in on Friday to see
the Living History Camps that the reenactors had set up. A
ladies tea was held and the familiar ball on Saturday night
attracted many participants. Music was provided by the 5th

Alabama band from Tuscaloosa. The event drew around
350 people in period dress along with artillery and cavalry,
musicians, chaplains and medical personnel.

The crowd size averaged over 1000 people each day as the
event has continually grown as advertisement in the local
community and throughout the reenacting community has
publicized it as a successful event. This year a PA system
was used before the battle began to tell the gathered crowd
the history of the battle and what they were fixing to see.

The Brigade set up a recruiting / information booth At the
event and several prospects came by to visit. Many wanted
more information on the battle and on our organization as
well. It was a pleasure to have Division Commander
Reames, Lt Commanders Strain and Carlyle and other SCV
members to come by and see us during the weekend.
Hats off to Camp #580 for putting on a great event.



Bushwhacker Johnston’s Weekend

God has a funny way of focusing your attention, doesn’t he? On Saturday October 11
th
, the Jones

Camp conducted a ceremony in Watertown, Tennessee honoring Lieutenant Colonel Milus E.
Johnston. With the exception of “Stonewall”, Johnston’s sobriquet “Bushwhacker” is among the
most famous in history.

On the same day –and at the same time-- the Camp had a recruiting booth set up at the New
Hope Founders Day festival. New Hope had been known as Vienna. That is up until the invaders
burned it to the ground in retribution for Johnston’s defense of his homeland.

The Camp gave out stickers, coins, posters, and talked to many people about the SCV and the
Cause. Among those that we talked to was a re-educated yankee who by the end of the
conversation was convinced everything he’d been led to believe until then was a northern lie!
And, it’s quite a thrill to see hundreds of young people sporting “I Support Confederate
Heritage” stickers. A lot of those same young people participated in the parade giving the Cause
even more visibility. Both events characterize what the SCV is about –honoring our ancestors
and educating the public

Col. Egbert J. Jones
Camp #357

Huntsville



SCV members donate books about Civil War

The Thomas H. Hobbs Camp No.768 Sons of Confederate
Veterans of Athens, as part of its mission to preserve the
South’s history, recently donated books to the Athens-
Limestone Library and the Houston Memorial Library.

Several of the books concern Athens during the Civil War and
may have special interest to those that love Athens and
Limestone County and their history.

A partial list of these books of local interest follows:

�  “From Conciliation to Conquest; The sack of Athens and
the court-martial of Col. John B. Turchin,” by George C.
Bradley and Richard L. Dahlen

�  “The Journal of Thomas Hubbard Hobbs,” edited by Faye
Axford

�  “We welcome the Hour of Conflict: The 9th Alabama” by
William Cowen McClelland

�  Mary Fielding’s Diary

�  “It happened in the Civil War” by Dr. Michael R. Bradley

For a list of remaining donated books, contact either library

The Thomas H. Hobbs Camp meets at 7 PM, the third
Thursday of each month.

Fiddlers Convention

October 3rd and 4th brought the Athens Fiddlers Convention back to the campus of
Athens State University. The Hobbs Camp participated for the third year as a food
vendor. It is a great fundraiser for the camp and a part of our proceeds goes to provide
scholarships at the University through our sponsor, the Athens State Foundation. The
crowd was smaller on Friday but we made up for it on Saturday. All in all we were
successful with our efforts. With gas prices at almost $4.00 a gallon we figured it
would be tougher this year and it was. Thanks to everyone that helped out. We had
members of the Mary Fielding Chapter, Order of Confederate Rose and thanks to Jay
Willis of Camp 357 for coming to help.
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November 1 – Operations Committee Meeting – Tallassee 10 AM

November 3 – Camp meeting – Capt. John Rayburn Camp 452 – Guntersville
                        7 PM – Albertville Public Library (enter through side door)

November 4  – Camp meeting -  Col. Snodgrass -  Camp 232 – Stevenson
                         Possible Chartering Service – Stay tuned!

November 6 – Camp meeting - Col. Egbert Jones Camp 357, Huntsville  7 PM
                        Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave.

November 8  -  Veterans Day Parade – Athens – contact Jimmy Hill 233-3366

November 11 – Veterans Parade –Huntsville – contact Greg Posey or Gerald Moore
                          Numbers listed above

November 15 – Executive Meeting – Clanton, registration begins at 8:30 AM

November 20 – Camp meeting – Capt. Thomas Hobbs Camp 768, Athens
                         100 West Pryor St. Alabama Veterans Museum.

November 24 – Camp meeting – Sons of Liberty Camp 580, Decatur
                          Wheeler Basin Library, 6th Ave. NE

November 25 – Camp meeting – Thomas Denney Camp 1442, Cullman
                          Willingham Salvage Yard, Hwy 278

Send your meeting agendas in early along with pictures, etc for publication.
Advertise any upcoming events your camp may be involved in.

Send submissions to: NEBrigade@knology.net



ALABAMA DIVISION

SCV

GUARDIAN

1. Purpose: The program is designed to honor the memory of our Confederate ancestors and
through its implementation will provide the preservation of their final resting places and will
document for future generations their sacrifices.

2. Eligibility: Any Alabama Division camp member in good standing, who is at least 12 years of
age and who has demonstrated his desire and ability to serve as a GUARDIAN.
All compatriots are encouraged to participate in the program to honor our ancestors and to
protect their final resting place.

3. DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES:

(A) He shall care for and protect the gave(s) of a Confederate Veteran, ensuring that the
gravesite is kept clean and well maintained year round. He shall perform these duties
personally unless he is physically unable because of health reasons. At no time shall these
responsibilities be passed on to another without the approval of the GUARDIAN
committee for the Alabama Division.

(B) He will be responsible to appropriately mark the grave so it is designated as a final resting
place of a Confederate Veteran. This can be by stone, plaque, Cross of Honor, etc.
He will also be responsible for replacing or repairing any marker that is worn, damaged or
destroyed.

(C) He shall personally visit the grave a minimum of four times a year to include Confederate
Memorial Day or at least one week prior. He shall place a wreath or a small Confederate
flag or both on the grave.



4. APPLICATIONS, REVIEWS & APPROVAL:

(A) Individuals who wish to participate in the GUARDIAN program must complete and
submit the Guardian Application form to their Camp Commander. The Camp
Commander will submit the form to the Guardian Committee of the Division. The
application must be accompanied with a map showing the location of the gravesite
along with written driving instructions to the cemetery. A before photograph of the
gravesite must also be submitted before approval. An after photograph can be
submitted for the file as work is completed.

(B) The applicant must also remit a one-time $10.00 fee with the application to cover the
cost of the GUARDIAN pin and certificate, which will be awarded upon the candidate’s
approval for membership in the GUARDIAN program. The fee is non-refundable.

(C)  Individuals who are not accepted into the GUARDIAN program will be given an
       explanation in writing by the Review Committee. The applicant can request an appeal
       of the decision. The Review Committee will review the applicants appeal and render a
       decision. The decision of the Review Committee is final.

5.   ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(A) Multiple Gravesites:  GUARDIANS may care for more than one gravesite and will be
recognized by the Guardian Review Committee. Special certificates or indications on the
Guardian pin may be authorized to signify the care of multiple veterans’ graves.
Normally no more than 25 gravesites will be authorized for a Guardian to care for. The
Review Committee may authorize more than 25 on a case by case basis under the advice
of the applicants Camp Commander.

(B) Forfeiture of Guardian position:  A Guardian who cannot meet the requirements of his
position due to relocation, health or other reasons must notify the Review Committee.
All fees are non-refundable.

(C) Bequeathing of GUARDIAN position:  A Guardian may transfer his responsibilities as
a Guardian to another SCV member in good standing with prior approval by the Review
Committee.  There is $10.00 fee for transferring the Guardianship. This fee will cover
the new Guardian’s membership pin and certificate. If he is already in the Guardian
program there will be a $3.00 fee to cover the certificate designating the new
guardianship he is undertaking.

(D) Revocation of GUARDIAN status:  The Review Committee may revoke the status of a
participant in the Guardian program if he fails to carry out his duties and responsibilities
as outlined. The Committee reserves the right to inspect, with or without notice, any
GUARDIAN’S Confederate Veteran’s gravesite to confirm compliance with all of the
rules and regulations specified in the program.

      (E)  Wilderness Gravesite:  This is a gravesite that is completely neglected or abandoned in
       a remote area. Application for this special designation must be accompanied with before
           and after pictures of the gravesite and the Guardian must meet all other requirements of
              the program. If this status is approved the applicant will be approved to wear a silver
    star on a ribbon attached to the Guardian pin.
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Turn Application into Camp Commander

Name of Applicant:_________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________ City:__________________

Zip Code:________________   Phone #: (      )_______________

E-Mail Address:________________________________________

SCV Camp Name & Number:__________________________________________________

Location:________________________________________________

GRAVESITE DETAILS

Confederate Veterans Name:___________________________________________________

Rank:__________________  Unit:__________________________________ Co.:_________

Born:___/___/____    Died:___/___/____   Condition of site: Poor, Fair, Good, Excellent
(circle one)

Location of Grave: (Include name of cemetery, city and county):_______________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Marker on Grave denoting Confederate Service:_______________ Cross of Honor? _______

Documentation of Confederate Service:_List book, service record, etc   ._____________________
___________________________________________________________________________

I affirm that all the information here is true and accurate. I agree to faithfully care for and protect this
Confederate Veteran’s grave in accordance with the GUARIAN PROGRAM rules for as long as I am
able. In the event I cannot carry out my duties, I shall notify the Review Committee immediately. I also
understand that the Review Committee can revoke my status as a GUARDIAN for good cause.

Signature:__________________________________________   Date:___/___/____

Camp Commander:___________________________________   Date:___/___/____

Mail Application, Map and Photos to:

Alabama Guardian Program
13476 Wendy Dr.

Madison, Alabama  35757

******************* DO NOT WRITE ON LINES BELOW **********************

1. Application Approved____________  Disapproved____________      Date___/___/____

      2.   Wilderness Grave Status Approved________   Disapproved________ Date___/___/____

          Approval signature: __________________________________________________



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Northeast Alabama Brigade Dispatch  is the
official publication of the Northeast Alabama
Brigade, Alabama Division, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.  The views expressed in the publication
are those of the editor. The editorial staff reserves
the right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


