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Northeast Alabama Brigade
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Commander: Thomas V. Strain, Jr. 256-729-850
Adjutant: Michael W. Kelley  256-230-0255
Newsletter:  Jimmy Hill 256-233-3366
Editor

E-mail Camp News & Announcements to
www.CSA54thAla@aol.com




Compatriots,

The first thing | would like to say is that the newsletter is a bit latarbisth due to
your Brigade Commander. | have been very busy and have not had the time t
section done. Our Editor, Jimmy Hill does a fantastic job on this newslettes frery
couple of months. | promise | will not be late or at least as late in the future.

There has been a lot of activity over the last couple of months. The Alabamiamivis
Reunion was held in Anniston early in June and the NE Brigade was well réptesen

The Hobbs Camp in Athens won Division | Camp of the Year and Newsletter of the Yea
for the Division. This is quite an accomplishment for the men from Athens.

My wife, Tara and | hosted a bar-be-que dinner at our home on the EIk River in Athens
We held this as a fundraiser for the Mississippi Division and their ongoing effottsef
restoration of Beauvoir. To date we have raised over $1300 and hope to receive more
before next week. The NE Brigade will be presenting this check to Past Division
Commander Ed Funchess in Mobile at the National Reunion. | would like to thank
Gerald Moore from Huntsville for helping with the sound system at the eventdGera
does a fantastic job when it comes to setting up speakers and working a soundboard.
Another round of thanks goes to the men of the Hobbs Camp in setting up and tearing
down the tables and chairs. A special thanks goes to Tara Strain, Shelia Hill ayid Che
Curley for their help during the event.

Most of you should have received your Alabama Confederate by now. If you do not
receive it in the next couple of days please let me know. | will contact theidiand
get you a copy sent. It has all the information from the reunion in it and will ghavio
get up to speed on all that happened during the reunion.

In closing, | would like to let all of you know that | am intending on running fdrt1
Commander of the Alabama Division next year in Huntsville. The Jones and hhfisCa

in Madison County will be hosting the reunion in 2008. They have not set a date yet but |
have been assured that a date will soon be set. | would like to ask for the support of the
Brigade in this endeavor and | would be very happy to come and speak to your camp in
the upcoming year. | firmly believe that with proper leadership we can lgea@oercive

unit once again. This is the only way we can move forward in the protection of our
Confederate heritage and related issues involving preserving the history of otmrances

Commander

Remember your Camp Dues. Augustsistarts a new year.




#357 — COL. Egbert J. Jones — Huntsville
Meeting: £' Thursday, 7 PM Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. S.E
Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-2Q@6¢l.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-352wmsr@hiwaay,net
www.geocities.com/huntsvillescv

#452 — CPT John Rayburn — Guntersville

Meeting: £' Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM
Commander: John Taylor (256) 593-0402
Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-60%kv@mccoynet.com

#580 — Decatur Sons of Liberty — Decatur

Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room
Commander: Bobby G. Dover (256) 974-8&38over@msn.com
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3ti@msonlarry@hotmail.com

#768 — CPT Thomas H. Hobbs — Athens
Meeting: 3 Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens

Commander: Jimmy Hill (256) 233-3388BA54thAla@aol.com

1% Lt Commander: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-02&8%e@bellsouth.net | Beginning

2" Lt. Commander: Tom V. Strain Jr. (256) 232-43ds@ssnurseries.com| August 1, 2007

Adjutant: Mark Curley: (256) 679-9638.curley@mchsi.com New Officer:
WWW.SCcV768.0rg

#1442 — Thomas J. Denney — Cullman

Meeting: 4" Tuesday, 7 PM, Willingham Scrap Yard, Hwy 278
Commander: Ed Green (205) 734-4%ylide @webtv.net
Adjutant:

#1824 — DeKalb Rifles — Sylvania

Meeting: Announced by Camp Commander
Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5568bcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-256Bbouldin@farmerstel.com

#1899 — Forrest’s Cavalry

Meeting:
Commander: Eric D. Weems (205) 681-752dc.weems@crowncastle.com
Adjutant:

#2101 — PVT John J. Hill, 28 Infantry — Hazel Green

Meeting: Second Monday of month, behind CSA shop in Hazel Green on 431 North.
Commander: Jeremy T. Hill (256) 828-15rA8wmarkethill@bellsouth.net
Adjutant: Randall H. Hill (256) 829-5457




July 10:

July 19:

July 23:

July 24:

July 25-28

July 26:

Aug 02:

Aug 06:

Aug 13:
Aug 16:

Aug 27:

Septl-2:

Camp meeting of the Egbert J. Jones Céluptsville.
Valley United Methodist Chuy@rake Ave. Note: New time 7 PM

Regular Camp meeting of the Capt. Thomaddtbs Camp #768.
Athens, Alabama. Guest speaker, Michael Murat$pldiering in
The Army of Tennessee”.

Regular scheduled meeting of the Sonsbafrty Camp, Decatur.
Meeting held in the Community Room, Wheeler Bdsbrary.

Regular Camp meeting of the Thomas J. Bg@amp #1442
Cullman, Alabama.

National Reunion held in Mobile, temkby the Raphael Semmes
Camp #11. Includes the burial of the last bodytban the
C.S.S. Alabama

Regular Camp meeting of the Moulton Caeeting held at 6:30
P.M. at the Board of Education Building.

Regular Camp meeting of the Col. Egbedbdes Camp #357.
Huntsville, meeting is at Valley United Method&urch, 6:30 PM

Regular scheduled meeting of the Captamm JRayburn Camp.
Meeting starts at 7 PM at the Albertville Publibdary.

Regular camp meeting of the Hill Camp, H&een. 7 PM.
Regular camp meeting of the Hobbs Campeadh7 PM.

Regular camp meeting of the Sons of Lib&dynp, Decatur 7 PM.

Battle of Decatur, Point MallardkR&ecatur, Alabama.
Hosted by the Sons of Liberty Camp.



Since my entering the membership of the Sons of Confederate Veterans | hapebkeged to

attend many functions that dealt with our history and heritage. Memorial siigesion and

National Reunions, Grave dedications and the unveiling of monuments to our fallen Catefeder
soldiers. None of these however compare to what | withessed on June 16, 2007 in McEwen,
Tennessee. We were on hand to attend the presentation of not one but three Real Sorr/ Daughte
medals todescendants of the same soldier.

Patrick Walsh was born in 1840 in Ireland. He was a Private in Morton’s Batteyiltdrix in
the Army of Tennessee serving under General Nathan B. Forrest. He fatlgbaklantry
through such notable battles as Brice’s Crossroads, Chickamauga and Frankdéirwditee
numerous smaller less known skirmishes that tested his character and tyiscalbie through
the war.

At the presentation service, descendants of Patrick Walsh and friends djatheitmess two

sons and a daughter receive medals commemorating his service and a graedtauvegteive
posthumously for her father. Ninety-eight year old Frank Walsh and ninety-taeelg Robert
Walsh received Real Sons medals and a lifetime membership into the Sons of Ctenfedera
Veterans. Their sister ninety-five year old Mary Kathleen Walskh¢atreceived a Real
Daughter Medal. Alson hand was the daughter of William Walsh, another of Patrick’s sons
who accepted a Real Son medal on behalf of her father who is deceased. The Teooesgee S
of the Order of Confederate Rose was on hand to conduct a “Black Rose” ceremony. Frank,
Robert and Mary Catherine were given lifetime memberships into the OCR.

Several dignitaries were on hand to pay tribute to this fine family. Two Stptedeatatives and
the Mayor of McEwen were on hand to pay tribute to the family and their rich hiBtom.the
Sons of Confederate Veterans, local Camp Commander Lance Spradlin conducteddée servi
Chaplain BishofHarry Moore offered prayers to the family and to the crowd that had gathered.
Army of Tennessee Councilman Ed Butler was on hand as well as Deputy Chiaff, o685 Q
andNortheast Alabama Brigade Commander Tom Strain to bring greetings to thedadto
commendtheir family for living on the legacy that their father had started. SeVeratessee
CampCommanders weren hand as well.

The 7th Tennessee Dismounted Cavalry provided the Honor Guard. A 21 gun was fired along
with a volley ofthree artillery shots in honor of Private Patrick Walsh. There was a large turnout
for the event, many in period dress. A festival was being held locally and matgtepefrom

the festival came over and joined in the celebration of the legacy of Patailsh.

Robert Frank Mary Grave of Patrick Walsh
Walsh Morton’s Battery, CSA
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My name is Charles Moore, Quartermaster of the Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp #3%mand |
the GGGG-Grandson of Sgt. Nathan Andrew Jackson of th&é&diment Mississippi Infantry,
Company ¢, CSA. At the age of 22, Nathan left southern Mississippi and joined his regiment i
Manassas, leaving behind a three-year-old son and a pregnant wife. Theveibertiato a baby
girl shortly after he left and that is his lineage.

Nathan’s commanding officers were General Robert E. Lee, Generad lamgstreet, Brigadier
General Lafayette McLaws and Colonel William Barksdale and aftdsBale’s death the
command of the brigade went to Colonel Benjamin Humphreys.

Nathan’ war records show him present in the following battles: Near Richmond, Seesn P
Savage’s Station, Malvern Hill, Maryland’s Heights, Sharpsburg, Fredricksburg,

Chancellorsville, 1 day of Gettysburg and Chickamauga. The record also states that on February
12, 1864 he was sent to “the “ smallpox hospital in Russellville, Tennessee and died ¢h the 18
of February 1864.

Due to many years of doing research, the hospital — which was a church, was cbtdfibee¢he
Bethesda Church in Morristown, Tennessee. This church was about five miles frogrthéhe

21* wintered in 1863 — 1864. This confirmation is greatly due to the efforts of Lt. Commander
Mike Beck of the Tennessee Division of the SCV. Because of Nathan dying gb@xaillis

said that he was buried in a mass grave in the cemetery behind the hospital wheakeithis

story begins, with the simple idea to bring dirt from the plot beside Nathan’supite his

burial site, as a gesture to bring home to him. Then retrieve soil to carry back mbgpread

by her, so he could symbolically be carried home, where he belonged.

“Going Home” Part One

On September 23, 2006, what had started out to be a simple dirt swap, turned into a ceremony
of great meaning for all that attended. The ceremony was in conjunction witletiaetrment of
the battle of Morristown — per Mike Beck’s request. Standing in the rain it was mgniblsee
almost 100 people standing with umbrellas and ponchos; some wanted no cover, when the
ceremony started. The preacher (Pastor James) that opened up the cerednonyidibands the
original bible of that church; the one that would have been there when Nathan waRdisere
Moore, Bandmaster of the Tennessee Division of the SCV had graciously made frioentr
Nashville to perform several songs. There were nine family members whaipainoen
Brookhaven, Mississippi and several other family members in addition to my paneimsyself.
Also in attendance were Lt. Commander Mike Beck, Lee Trent, Dave Chaltaaypay
General Lee) Stan Dalton (portraying General Forrest) Genengjsireet’s great grandson Dan
Patterson and General Pickett's great great grandson Clay Rioldtt.K. Egerton from North
Carolina. During the ceremony pictures were shown of Nathan as well as a lmgphist
daughter, Arabella and her husband Mayberry Britt with their ten children. &receer 1000
direct descendants of Nathan, through his daughter. His son never had any childrenthig the
that will be really remembered was when Nathan’s pants were broughtaibtivas reported
to be 6’77, but there is an article that states that the tallest man on eithef e war was 7



feet tall, came from a Mississippi regiment and was the flag beaneadi¢ quite an impression
on all around and when it was asked whom the tallest man there was and Lee Tahussas
to be the first to hold the pants. Mr. Trent was the man showed us the field in which Nathan’s
regiment had wintered the day before, so it was special that he was singled qan{Bhen
got passed around to a few of the distinguished guests to hold and get the feelihiga? joig)
of a man he was and it made him real. | personally will never forget seeiegaGeee hold
them, he was speechless and then he handed them to General Forrest who reméaekéadhat
been a mighty big man in many ways and that he had a big heart as well, thahgestaken
trains but most of the way he traveled was by walking and it was because afib&ide for

the cause! It was funny to see H.K. Egerton hold them; he almost disappeared behirichdre
Mike Beck introduced Longstreet’s great grandson so everyone there would undiesdsyahe
was next to hold them.

After this, Nathan’s war record was talked about and some details of the thetiBisthan
participated in were discussed. Some more in detail than others. Mr. Beck gag®ant of

how he and three others know where the encampment that winter had been and that they had
been pleased to put us on that land. He also presented a box of bullets and other artifacts that
they had found on the site! It was after this that | went to help retrievedidmeoil from

beside the unknown soldiers stone in the middle of the section. It was after this th&tdoos

sang the song that he worked up special for this ceremony — Going Home by Mary Fahl. The
was the “Pledge to the South” done by my father, Gerald Moore and then Gerespbke. He

had felt compelled to speak, saying that he knew exactly what it was like toovggaita scoop

of ground and carry it back to where they should have been buried, because he had done the
same thing a few years back. He stated that he didn’t feel like he casidtisj two ancestor’s
home, that in a way he had carried them all home. After General Lee spoke, HiknEglo

had been the color guard, took his flag and did Dr. Bradley” poem " am their Flagl&”Di

was sung by Ross Moore and then the soil from Mississippi was brought out. It waseskpla
that we could not take all the Mississippi men home but we could bring home to them. The
Mississippi soil was spread over the graves. There was not a dry elyedblat see.

In the closing statement, it was said that most families were not allowed tothemdallen

soldiers back then, but today was different and that it is our duty as descendants oftreese br
men to honor them in a way that all True Confederate Soldiers should be honored andghat bein
there was not just honoring Nathan, it was honoring their ancestor as well. Thiergehaent

out, that hopefully a seed had been planted in each and everyone of us, that if we hadwn’t alrea
honored our Confederate ancestor, then we would take it upon ourselves to do so.

After the ceremony was over, to stand there in the cemetery and to seelalvére that had
been placed and the dirt that had been spread, and to know that Nathan was as bestulét we ¢
do, “Going Home” was a great feeling!



“Going Home” Part Two

We arrived in Brookhaven; Mississippi at about 9 AM on June 29, 2007. There were several
people who met us at Newell Cemetery to help set out the double stone that we had had brought
down to erect in honor of Nathan and his wife Marta Ann. The next morning we set the
government marker in place.

At 5 PM with a little over 80 people in attendance, the ceremony began. It didn’tsesatter

to me that | was standing out in the 98-degree sunshine; | was the Flag Heamy ancestor!

| stood proud and tall by the podium which was placed behind the headstones. As | stood there
looking at the people and realizing that after 143 years, Nathan was finélhgdgleé ceremony

he would have loved to have. There were all the Confederate Flags and to make the day eve
more special — Ross Moore had made the long trip down to be a part of this “Part Two”.
Knowing that most there did not know about all the Confederate Flags, my dad, Geralg Moore
presented the history of the flags and afterwards Ross played a song. Theanweaatgiven

by Terry Britt and then the salute, a moment | will never forget, standing theidelmy

Confederate ancestors memorial, holding the flag and giving my salute!!! Wow

Ross did read the poem “The Flag Bearer” like he did in Morristown and my dad didedgéeP!

to the South”. The ceremony started out honoring Nathan, the man, husband and father. It was

after this part that the black cloth was removed and the double stone was reveatseirioay

then covered Nathan’s war service and for me to bend down to take the black cloth off the

government marker for Sgt. Nathan Andrew Jackson of tHé/ssissippi Infantry Regiment

was a moment | will always carry with me. Ross Moore began to play “Going Hametent

to the brick wall at the entrance of the cemetery to help retrieve the soilfeognaves in

Morristown, Tennessee. As Ross continued to sing the soil was spread out in front of the

dedicated stones. | then left my post to join the men in the artillery unit. As a wdrslerise,

Dave Chaltas had written a letter- as General lee- the commandingGam his regards for

not being able to be there, but praising th& @1d Mrs. and Sgt. Nathan A. Jackson.

After most of us caught our breaths, “Amazing Grace” was sung by Ellen Sdtersha

closing prayer, by Dean Weeks, the conclusion was given, saying that Kaalign had been

remembered like both he and his wife had wanted and that finally he had “Gone Home”. It wa

at this time the participants were recognized. SCV Camps were wesesped. Crystal Springs

Southern Rights Camp #712, Crystal Springs, Mississippi, the Brookhaven Lightrattifie

Camp #235, Brookhaven, Mississippi, Dr. J.B. Cowan Camp #155, Tullahoma, Tennessee and

the Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp #357, Huntsville, Alabama. There was a Chapter of the Order of

Confederate Rose that was represented. As a special part of the cerdmatpead fold the flag

that had been donated by the Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp #357 of the Alabama Division of the

Sons of Confederate Veterans, that | had carried during the dedication seftdcéhé\flag was

folded and the brass plaque was put on top it was presented to Carl Cronin Jr, better known to the

family as “Bug” to put in the family’'s museum. | had many people come up to nneaaftis

telling me that we did Nathan proud and that it had been a wonderful ceremony. Even the other

camps made the remark that they were glad that they had been there totloé thisaday.

Many said it would be one that would be talked about and remembered for years to come!!!
This truly was one of the greatest days in “DIXIE” for me!!!l

Written and submitted by Charles Moor:
Col. Egbert J. Jones Camp #357
Huntsville, Alabama
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On June 2%, outside the sleepy town of Chapel Hill,

Tennessee, friends and supporters of the Forrest Boyhood

Home Restoration made their way back to the home. Here

they would enjoy good food, music and fellowship as they

also tried to raise more funds for the restoration project. The

Northeast Alabama Brigade was represented with members
from the Hobbs Camp, Jones Camp and the Dekalb Rifles. Brigade Commander Tom
Strain and the Bonnie Blue BBQ Team had the smoker fired up and cranking out some
mouth watering BBQ. Proceeds from the BBQ sale went to the Forrest Home.

Early in the morning Alabama DivisioriAt. Commander Gary Carlyle kept the crowd
entertained with a song medley. Different speakers kept the crowd informeddafythe
events to unfold. Calvary, artillery and infantrymen were on hand to show thesrtskill
the public. Ross Moore entertained the crowd with his own Southern Appalaalsan m
Ross is always a crowd favorite.

Northeast Alabama Brigade Commander Tom Strain presented a check for $&@00 to
Forrest Home Project. The Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768 held “A Night With
Forrest” back in May featuring Ross Moore and Dr. Michael Bradley and thesehwere t
proceeds from that event.

Nathan Bedford Forrest Tom Strain presents $1000
& Wife check to Gene Andrews
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Most of you know the ongoing work on the antebellum Northeast Brigac

home of General Joseph Wheeler. Commander Tom Strain
Larry Thompson of the Sons of Liberty Camp, Decatur, and Hobbs Camp Lt.

sent me these two pictures to show some of the progress Commander Jimmy Hill
made on the porches of the home. made the trip to Lexington,

Kentucky to participate in
the last Army of Tennessee
meeting hosted by the John
C. Breckinridge Camp of
Lexington. Information and
ideas were flowing during
the meeting, held in the
historic Courthouse now
museum. While there Tom
and | got in a quick trip to
the home of General John
Hunt Morgan.

Maybe next time we will
getto go in

Effort to refurbish rebel leader's home yields
swap of flags, 1 from Iraqg

By Holly Hollman
hhollman@decaturdaily.com340-2445

COXEY — During flooding from Hurricane Katrina, an antique desk was sucked d of t
retirement home of the Confederacy’s president and plunged into the Gulf of Mexico.
Barnacles attached to this piece of furniture, where former Confedeesiddnt Jefferson Davis
wrote “The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government.”

Three weeks after the hurricane, workers found Davis’ former Biloxi,.Missne in shambles.
Then a worker spotted the desk floating in the ocean.

“It couldn’t be saved,” said Tom Strain, member of the Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans in Athens.

The desk is a loss, but historical groups are raising money to save the home and groihds. It w
cost $4.1 million to repair and reconstruct the home, named Beauvoir House.

The Hobbs Camp is raising money through local fundraisers, and that effort nabhtdrttien

of a Lawrence County man serving in Iraq.

Billy Steele of Speake serves in the Alabama National Guard and came ulgrdeHe’ll return

in August for his third tour. He serves as a contractor for the State Depaasremtimbassador
on protective detail.

While in Iraq, Steele read@aily article about the camp’s fundraiser and e-mailed Hobbs
member Jimmy Hill, saying he wanted to make a donation.




Hill couldn’t find the story in the newspaper, and said he thought he was dealing muit.
Turns out Steele read it online before Hill because of the time difference.

On Sunday, at Strain’s Elk River home, Steele’s family met with camp meniibex camp
presented Steele with an Alabama flag that flew above Beauvoir on June 5 as athamthg
Alabama SCV groups raising money for restoration. Davis’ great-graatison Bertham
Hayes-Dauvis signed the flag.

“I couldn’t believe it,” Steele said. “l wasn’t expecting this. The flal go somewhere that
everybody can see it when they walk in my house.”

Donated flag

In return, Steele donated an American flag to the camp, a flag that flewhev&merican
embassy in Baghdad on Memorial Day.

The camp plans to donate that flag to the Alabama Veterans Museum and Archivesigr Athe
Wanting to preserve history is what led to this flag swap. Steele said he aavwoB®ver the
New Year’'s Eve holiday. It looked like a neglected place, he said.

“Debris was scattered around the grounds,” Steele said. “| remembered honether-in-law
talked about how much history he learned during a visit to the home before the hurricane. |
wanted to do something to save it.”

The Steele family, which includes his wife Sarah and daughters Samantha amib8ava
donated $600.

“Every amount helps,” Strain said. “We’re hoping Billy’s gift, and the fhat he was serving
his country during war when he heard about this and decided to give, will inspirgtother
donate.”

Workers will raise the home four feet to help prevent flooding. The restoratmmelsdes a

fire and waterproof vault for valuable items and generators.

“One Confederate uniform that has never been found was worth $75,000,” Strain saids “That i
lost history.”

Battling to save Beauvoir
To donate to the restoration of Beauvoir, the retirement home of ConfederaterRi&sfigeson
Davis, send checks to Sons of Confederate Veterans, P.O. Box 185, Tanner, AL 35671.
The home, built between 1848 and 1851, survived the Civil War but sustained heavy damage
during Hurricane Katrina.
It is one of the few remaining historical sites on the Mississippi Gulf Goaskis listed on the
National Historic Register, as a National Historic Landmark, a Miggis8rchaeological
Landmark and the National Trust for Historic Places Most Endangered Sites.

Holly Hollman

Heath McDonald Tom Strain IBibteele



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Vetera

Ny

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought. To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier's good name, the
guardianship of his history, the

emulation of his virtues, the
narnetiiation of tho<e nrincin

Salute to the Confederate Flap

| Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Northeast Alabama Brigade Dispat@hthe

official niuiblication of the Northeact Alaba



