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Northeast Alabama Brigade
13476 Wendy Drive

Madison, Alabama  35757
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Fellow Compatriots,

    On August 9th 2008 at Confederate Memorial Park I represented you in the Northeast Brigade
for the first time. A lot of business items were on the agenda but nothing as important as
approving an operating budget for the Division. The day was long but much was accomplished.
There are a lot of new faces on the committee and everyone worked together well to move the
Division forward.

I brought a proposal to the table for discussion and hopefully approval. It is the Alabama
Guardian Program. The particulars of the program are in this newsletter. The main thing the
program works to accomplish is to maintain existing Confederate graves. It also provides a
database of these graves when someone elects to be a Guardian. It also recognizes the individual
that is taking care of the graves. There is an application attached for anyone interested. The
program was approved.

Tom Strain also proposed the General Joseph Wheeler Scholarship that will be available for
college students that are members of the SCV, UDC, OCR or Children of the Confederacy.
There will be more available after Tom finalizes some small details. The motion to make this
available passed unanimously.

I had the pleasure of visiting the DeKalb Rifles Camp in Sylvania on August 11th. Commander
Gary Carlyle and the compatriots of camp 1824 welcomed Hobbs Camp member Donnie
Stanford and myself into their meeting (although we were late). We had a chance to talk about
the Alabama Guardian Program and to fellowship with some of the finest Confederates you
would ever want to meet. I will be happy to come to any camp in the Brigade and speak or just
visit. I just need some advance notice to work out my schedule.

The next pressing issue for the Brigade is to set a date, time and place for a Brigade meeting. We
are talking with our compatriots in the NW Brigade about doing a joint meeting to help out the
schedules of the speakers. We are tentatively looking at having the meeting in a centrally located
city. These meetings are usually very informative and if the information used is applied you will
see results in your camp. We will be looking for a Saturday in late September or early October.
Please let me know any conflicts or preferences as well as topics your camp feels needs to be
covered. The meeting will be open to all members of the Brigades not just Camp Officers.

I hope your efforts on dues collection is going well. With the sesquicentennial coming up we
need every man in the SCV to renew his dues so that we will be a strong body to represent the
South in 2010.

Congratulations are in order for the Sons of Liberty Camp, Decatur for being named Camp of the
Year Division 2, Alabama Division, Egbert J. Jones Camp for winning the Historical Project of
the Year at National and to the Capt. Thomas Hobbs Camp for winning the NE Brigade
Recruiting Award for 2008. The Camp will be presented with an Officers sword at their meeting
for recruiting the most members in 2008. They increased their membership by 17.

We also have a Brigade web site so you can post information there.
The web address is:  www.scv768.org/nebrigade.html

Deo Vindice,
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Commander
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#357 – COL. Egbert J. Jones – Huntsville
    Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7 PM Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. S.E
Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-2006, rebel.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-3525, gwmsr@hiwaay,net
                         www.geocities.com/huntsvillescv

#452 – CPT John Rayburn – Guntersville
    Meeting: 1st Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM
Commander: John Taylor (256) 593-0402
Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-6090 scv@mccoynet.com

#580 – Decatur Sons of Liberty – Decatur
    Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room
Commander: Donnie Brown (256) 355-5780        elvis0165@gmail.com
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3712 thomsonlarry@hotmail.com

#768 – CPT Thomas H. Hobbs – Athens
    Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens
Commander: Jimmy Hill  (256) 233-3336 CSA54thAla@aol.com
1st Lt Commander: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-0255 auae@bellsouth.net
2nd Lt. Commander: Tom V. Strain Jr. (256) 232-4314 tom@ssnurseries.com
Adjutant: Mark Curley: (256) 679-9632 m.curley@mchsi.com

www.scv768.org

#1442 – Thomas J. Denney – Cullman
    Meeting: 4th Tuesday, 7 PM, Willingham Scrap Yard, Hwy 278
Commander: Ed Green (205) 734-4314 eoglide@webtv.net
Adjutant:

#1824 – DeKalb Rifles – Sylvania
    Meeting: Announced by Camp Commander
Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5565 rebcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-2565  hbouldin@farmerstel.com

#1899 – Forrest’s Cavalry
    Meeting:
Commander: Eric D. Weems (205) 681-7524  eric.weems@crowncastle.com
Adjutant:

#2101 – PVT John J. Hill, 25th Infantry – Hazel Green
    Meeting: Second Monday of month, behind CSA shop in Hazel Green on 431 North.
Commander: Jeremy T. Hill (256) 828-1578  newmarkethill@bellsouth.net
Adjutant: Randall H. Hill (256) 829-5457
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Pictured to the left is Wayne Craig at the grave of one of his
Confederate ancestor’s, Oscar Ewing Stuart. This photo was taken at
the dedication of a stone for Oscar at his grave in Virginia.

Oscar Ewing Stuart was born 21 August 1841 in Meadville,
Mississippi and died 3 May 1863 in battle on Marye’s Heights,
Fredricksburg, Virginia.

Oscar had two brothers and three sisters. When his mother died his
father sent Oscar and his siblings to be raised by their aunt, Ann
Lewis Hardeman. Oscar enrolled at the University of Mississippi in

1859. When the war broke out in 1861, he quit college and he and his brother, James Hardeman
Stuart enlisted in the 18th Mississippi Infantry Regiment, Company K (Burt’s Rifles) at Jackson,
Mississippi as privates on April 22nd, 1861, just ten days after Fort Sumter. They trained for a
couple of months and then were mustered in at Corinth. The 18th Mississippi then started to
Virginia on June 10th and arrived at Camp Walker near Manassas Junction on June 18th.

Oscar was promoted to Sgt. Major on June 25th, 1861 and James was assigned to the signal corps
and was soon appointed to the staff of his 2nd cousin, General J.E.B. Stuart. Shortly before the
battle of Manassas, Oscar was stricken with the measles and was sent to the hospital where he
stayed for 11 days. He rejoined his unit and they encamped at Leesburg, Virginia from August
1861 to March 1862. The 18th participated in the CSA victory at the battle of Leesburg (Balls
Bluff) and Oscar was wounded in the arm. He received a furlough and he traveled home to
Mississippi where he recuperated from his injury. He returned back to his unit, which was still
encamped at Leesburg. The 21st Mississippi was added to the 7th Brigade and the 7th became the
1st Brigade, 1st Division Potomac District, Department of Northern Virginia. When General
Griffith took command of the Brigade Oscar was offered the position of Secretary to General
Griffith. He declined the position since he was already a Sgt. Major as well as the acting
Adjutant. In March 1862 the 1st Brigade joined the main army at Rapidan Station and were soon
transferred to the peninsula. Oscar fell ill in May and missed the battles of Fair Oaks, Savage
Station and Malvern Hill all part of the Seven Days Campaign. General Griffith was killed at
Savage Station and was replaced by William Barksdale. Oscar rejoined the regiment in July
1862. The Brigade became part of Longstreets Corps and on August 20th moved north to join the
Maryland Campaign already in progress. James Hardeman Stuart was killed at Groveton
Heights, August 30th, 1862 during the second battle of Manassas. He had just received his
commission as Captain, signal officer for General J.E.B. Stuart’s staff.

In the meantime, the youngest brother Edward Stuart joined the regiment in Virginia in July
1862. When he learned of his brother’s death he spent three days searching for his brothers
grave. Near dusk on the third day Edward found his brothers grave. It had been marked with a
crude wooden headboard.

In the month of September 1862 the 18th Mississippi took an active part in battles at Harpers
Ferry and Sharpsburg. The regiment retreated from Sharpsburg to Winchester and in November
1862 they moved to Fredricksburg. General Lee’s report mentions the heroic waterfront stand by
the Mississippians. The regiment wintered in Fredricksburg picketing the Rappahannock just as



it had the Potomac a year earlier. Oscar Stuart was commissioned as 1st Lt. Adjutant in
November / December 1862.

Oscar returned home on furlough one last time from
March 15th to April 17th, 1863. He then rejoined his
regiment at Fredricksburg. Shortly after his return the
Chancellorsville Campaign began. During this
campaign the 18th was left to guard the Fredricksburg
crossings, but was withdrawn when heavy fighting
started upstream. On May 3, 1863 the 6th Federal Corp.,
30,000 strong was seen across Fredricksburg. The 18th

and three companies of the 21st made a hasty about face
to meet the threat. “A more heroic struggle was never
made by a mere handful of men against overwhelming
odds,” Barksdale reported. After being driven from their
position, remnants of the 18th rallied on the heights and made a spirited resistance but could not
contend against the odds. The losses in the 18th were 25 killed, 43 wounded and the remainder of
the regiment was captured. It was at this battle that Oscar Stuart sacrificed his life for the
Confederacy. Oscar’s commanding officer, John Barksdale wrote to Oscar’s father……. Your
son was killed in the engagement at Marye’s Hill. Some of the men of his regiment report that he
and several others were shot after they were compelled to surrender. This was, I think done in the
heat and excitement of battle when men’s passions set all restraint at defiance and was not the
result of deliberate determination to give no quarter”. Oscar is buried in the Confederate
Cemetery at Fredricksburg, Virginia.
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The NE Brigade will set up a recruiting booth at the
Battle for Decatur on August 30th and 31st. The event
opens at 10 AM so we will be there around 9 AM to set
up and will stay until around 4 PM each day.

In the past we have had moderate success in recruiting
at Decatur. We will have a supply of SCV magazines
and other handouts for interested people.

I would like to invite to extend an invitation to all of
the camps in the Brigade to have a member present to
represent your camp if possible on either or both days.
I have a list of the Commanders and Adjutants that I
can refer them to but there is nothing like talking to the
person face to face. The person does not have to be a
camp officer to represent the camp. They just need to
be able to talk about your camp, its activities and give
details of when and where you meet.

We will have applications on hand to sign someone up
on the spot. We will have a good spot again this year,
so come see the battle and lets do some recruiting.



��������
�����	

August 21st  – Camp meeting -  Capt. Thomas Hobbs Camp 768, Athens  7 PM
                     Veterans Museum, 100 West Pryor Street.

August 25th – Camp meeting -  Sons of Liberty Camp 580, Decatur  7 PM
                       Wheeler Basin Library, upstairs. Highway 31 North.

August 26th  - Camp meeting – Thomas Denney Camp 1442, Cullman  7 PM
                       Willingham Salvage Yard, Highway 278 West

August 30 – 31 – Battle for Decatur – Point Mallard Park, Decatur 10 AM to 3 PM

September 4th – Camp meeting – Col. Egbert Jones Camp 357, Huntsville  7 PM
                          Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave.
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You are cordially invited to attend the
August meeting of the Sons of Liberty
Camp in Decatur. We meet at the Wheeler
Basin Library on the 2nd floor. The meeting
starts at 7 PM.

This month we have Division Chaplain
Dr. Charles Baker as our guest speaker. He
will do a program on the role of the
Chaplain during the war and the great
revival in the Confederate Army that led to
the formation of great churches after the
war throughout the South.

Come join us for what should be a great
program. If you need directions contact
Donnie Brown or Larry Thomson. Their
contact information is listed under the
camp’s section of the newsletter.

Camp 580 – Alabama Division Camp of the Year
        Division 2        50 members or less

Camp 357 – NE Brigade Commander presents
Camp Adjutant Gerald Moore with a Division
                   Meritorious Service Award



ALABAMA DIVISION

SCV

GUARDIAN

1. Purpose: The program is designed to honor the memory of our Confederate ancestors and
through its implementation will provide the preservation of their final resting places and will
document for future generations their sacrifices.

2. Eligibility: Any Alabama Division camp member in good standing, who is at least 12 years of
age and who has demonstrated his desire and ability to serve as a GUARDIAN.
All compatriots are encouraged to participate in the program to honor our ancestors and to
protect their final resting place.

3. DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES:

(A) He shall care for and protect the gave(s) of a Confederate Veteran, ensuring that the
gravesite is kept clean and well maintained year round. He shall perform these duties
personally unless he is physically unable because of health reasons. At no time shall these
responsibilities be passed on to another without the approval of the GUARDIAN
committee for the Alabama Division.

(B) He will be responsible to appropriately mark the grave so it is designated as a final resting
place of a Confederate Veteran. This can be by stone, plaque, Cross of Honor, etc.
He will also be responsible for replacing or repairing any marker that is worn, damaged or
destroyed.

(C) He shall personally visit the grave a minimum of four times a year to include Confederate
Memorial Day or at least one week prior. He shall place a wreath or a small Confederate
flag or both on the grave.



4. APPLICATIONS, REVIEWS & APPROVAL:

(A) Individuals who wish to participate in the GUARDIAN program must complete and
submit the Guardian Application form to their Camp Commander. The Camp
Commander will submit the form to the Guardian Committee of the Division. The
application must be accompanied with a map showing the location of the gravesite
along with written driving instructions to the cemetery. A before photograph of the
gravesite must also be submitted before approval. An after photograph can be
submitted for the file as work is completed.

(B) The applicant must also remit a one-time $10.00 fee with the application to cover the
cost of the GUARDIAN pin and certificate, which will be awarded upon the candidate’s
approval for membership in the GUARDIAN program. The fee is non-refundable.

(C)  Individuals who are not accepted into the GUARDIAN program will be given an
       explanation in writing by the Review Committee. The applicant can request an appeal
       of the decision. The Review Committee will review the applicants appeal and render a
       decision. The decision of the Review Committee is final.

5.   ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(A) Multiple Gravesites:  GUARDIANS may care for more than one gravesite and will be
recognized by the Guardian Review Committee. Special certificates or indications on the
Guardian pin may be authorized to signify the care of multiple veterans’ graves.
Normally no more than 25 gravesites will be authorized for a Guardian to care for. The
Review Committee may authorize more than 25 on a case by case basis under the advice
of the applicants Camp Commander.

(B) Forfeiture of Guardian position:  A Guardian who cannot meet the requirements of his
position due to relocation, health or other reasons must notify the Review Committee.
All fees are non-refundable.

(C) Bequeathing of GUARDIAN position:  A Guardian may transfer his responsibilities as
a Guardian to another SCV member in good standing with prior approval by the Review
Committee.  There is $10.00 fee for transferring the Guardianship. This fee will cover
the new Guardian’s membership pin and certificate. If he is already in the Guardian
program there will be a $3.00 fee to cover the certificate designating the new
guardianship he is undertaking.

(D) Revocation of GUARDIAN status:  The Review Committee may revoke the status of a
participant in the Guardian program if he fails to carry out his duties and responsibilities
as outlined. The Committee reserves the right to inspect, with or without notice, any
GUARDIAN’S Confederate Veteran’s gravesite to confirm compliance with all of the
rules and regulations specified in the program.

      (E)  Wilderness Gravesite:  This is a gravesite that is completely neglected or abandoned in
       a remote area. Application for this special designation must be accompanied with before
           and after pictures of the gravesite and the Guardian must meet all other requirements of
              the program. If this status is approved the applicant will be approved to wear a silver
    star on a ribbon attached to the Guardian pin.
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Turn Application into Camp Commander

Name of Applicant:_________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________ City:__________________

Zip Code:________________   Phone #: (      )_______________

E-Mail Address:________________________________________

SCV Camp Name & Number:__________________________________________________

Location:________________________________________________

GRAVESITE DETAILS

Confederate Veterans Name:___________________________________________________

Rank:__________________  Unit:__________________________________ Co.:_________

Born:___/___/____    Died:___/___/____   Condition of site: Poor, Fair, Good, Excellent
(circle one)

Location of Grave: (Include name of cemetery, city and county):_______________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Marker on Grave denoting Confederate Service:_______________ Cross of Honor? _______

Documentation of Confederate Service:_List book, service record, etc   ._____________________
___________________________________________________________________________

I affirm that all the information here is true and accurate. I agree to faithfully care for and protect this
Confederate Veteran’s grave in accordance with the GUARIAN PROGRAM rules for as long as I am
able. In the event I cannot carry out my duties, I shall notify the Review Committee immediately. I also
understand that the Review Committee can revoke my status as a GUARDIAN for good cause.

Signature:__________________________________________   Date:___/___/____

Camp Commander:___________________________________   Date:___/___/____

Mail Application, Map and Photos to:

Alabama Guardian Program
P.O. Box 662

Athens, Alabama  35612

******************* DO NOT WRITE ON LINES BELOW **********************

1. Application Approved____________  Disapproved____________      Date___/___/____

      2.   Wilderness Grave Status Approved________   Disapproved________ Date___/___/____

          Approval signature: __________________________________________________



General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the

Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, we will submit the
vindication of the Cause for
which we fought.  To your
strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate
Soldier’s good name, the
guardianship of his history, the
emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles
he loved and which made him
glorious and which your also
cherish”.

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag
with affection, reverence, and
undying devotion to the Cause
for which it stands.

The Northeast Alabama Brigade Dispatch  is the
official publication of the Northeast Alabama
Brigade, Alabama Division, Sons of Confederate
Veterans.  The views expressed in the publication
are those of the editor. The editorial staff reserves
the right to accept or reject any article or
advertisement


