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Brigade Camps

#357 – COL. Egbert J. Jones – Huntsville

    Meeting: 1st Thursday, 7:00 PM, Valley United Methodist Church, 1410 Drake Ave. SE

Commander Greg Posey (256) 714-2006, rebel.1861@knology.net
Adjutant Gerald W. Moore (256) 859-3525, gmwsr@hiwaay,net
                         www.geocities.com/huntsvillescv
#452 – CPT John Rayburn – Guntersville

    Meeting: 1st Monday, Albertville Public Library, 7 PM

Commander: 

Adjutant: Larry A. McCoy (205) 582-6090 scv@mccoynet.com
#580 – Decatur Sons of Liberty – Decatur

    Meeting: 4th Monday of Month, 7 PM, Decatur Public Library, Community Room

Commander: Bobby G. Dover (256) 974-8839 sfdover@msn.com
Adjutant: Lawrence J. Thomson (256) 881-3712 thomsonlarry@hotmail.com
#768 – CPT Thomas H. Hobbs – Athens

    Meeting: 3rd Thursday, 7 PM, Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives, Pryor St, Athens

Commander: Tom Strain Jr. (256) 232-4314 tom@ssnurseries.com
Adjutant: Michael W. Kelley (256) 230-0255 auae@bellsouth.net
#1442 – Thomas J. Denney – Cullman

    Meeting:

Commander: James E. Green (205) 734-4314 eoglide@webtv.net
Adjutant: Matthew M. Barbee (256) 796-0374 mmb2681@yahoo.com
#1824 – DeKalb Rifles – Sylvania

    Meeting:

Commander: Gary D. Carlyle (205) 657-5565 rebcarlyle@yahoo.com
Adjutant: Harold A. Bouldin (256) 623-2565  hbouldin@farmerstel.com
#1899 – Forrest’s Cavalry

    Meeting:

Commander: Eric D. Weems (205) 681-7524  eric.weems@crowncastle.com
Adjutant: 

#2101 – PVT John J. Hill, 25th Infantry – Hazel Green

    Meeting:

Commander: Jeremy T. Hill (256) 828-1578  newmarkethill@aol.com
Adjutant: Randall H. Hill (256) 829-5457

Upcoming Events

September 2-3: “Battle of Decatur”, Point Mallard Park, Decatur, Alabama



       Events begin a 10 AM both days. Hosted by the Sons of 

          

       Liberty Camp #580

September 21:  Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp meeting, 7 PM, Veterans 



     Museum & Archives, Pryor St., Athens. Featured speaker:



     Northwest Central Brigade Commander Robert Reames,



      Presentation on General Joseph Wheeler

October 6-7:     Athens Fiddlers Convention, Athens State University,


  
      Captain Thomas H. Hobbs camp will be a food vendor and 

                          Will do recruiting.

October 7:         8th Annual Confederate Fall Muster, Marbury, Alabama

 

      Contact Ruth Graham at (334) 365-5377 for information.



       Event begins at 10 AM, Saturday morning.

October 15:        Pulaski, Tennessee. Re-dedication of the Sam Davis 



      Memorial. Event starts at 3 PM on the Courthouse Square.



      Period dress is optional. Bring seating.

October 28:       Brigade workshop.

December 8:
      Madison, Alabama. “Christmas in Dixie”. Co-sponsored by 



      The John Hunt Morgan Chapter, UDC, Huntsville, Alabama,



      The Colonel Egbert J. Jones Camp #357, SCV, Huntsville &



      the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Athens. Cost is 



      $20 per person. RSVP required by November 1st. Space is 



       limited to 125 people. Olde Towne Brass will be performing.

Contact: 

Lt. Commander Mark Curley at m.Curley@mchsi.com or 

Lt. Commander Jimmy Hill at (256) 233-3366 or www.CSA54thAla@aol.com
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Gentleman,





Plans are in the works to hold a Brigade workshop in October. The workshop will consist of a meet & greet, lunch, breakout sessions for training and then a final session where in an informal setting anyone can bring up questions, concerns, what works and what does not work for them.





Breakout sessions under consideration are:





Recruiting & retention of camp members


Camp structure 


Fundraising


Newsletters


Special projects


Adjutant training by Paul Vaughn


Officer training





If there is any thing that you think should be added to the list,	feel free to contact me. We are looking at having the meeting in Guntersville. It is a centralized location within the brigade. I am at your disposal for questions or comments.





Tom V. Strain Jr.


Northeast Brigade Commander
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Commander’s Corner





Compatriots,





“One of the noblest duties of the living is to represent the virtues and memories of the dead” Brig. General George Washington Gordon 1870.  Gentlemen, this is one of my favorite quotes.  There is so much truth in these words it scares me to think that he spoke these words only five years after the war of northern aggression.  These words are the very reason many of you like myself joined the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  In order for us to keep our forefathers virtues alive is by spreading the truth about what and why they went to war.  We can do this by increasing membership and closing the back door that many of the new members walk out a year after they join our organization.  As I travel I love to talk to other SCV members and get an idea of why they joined and what keeps them coming back every month.  I had the honor a couple of weeks ago to have supper with Fred Beshears who is Commander of the Major Pickens Bird Camp #1327 in Monticello, FL.  Fred and I spent a good portion of the evening discussing the current problems facing the SCV at this time.  As usual our conversation turned to recruiting new membership and how hard it is to keep them active after they join.  This is by far the largest obstacle we all face on the camp level.  The counties in the NE Brigade for instance have 18% of the states population while we only have 11% of the Division membership.  Jackson County has over 27,000 residents but we do not have a camp in the entire county.  Increasing your camps membership may not be as hard as you may think.  For starters we all have family members that are eligible for membership that can be recruited.  I am fortunate to have my Grandfather, Father, and both brothers as members of the Hobbs camp.  Having a speaker at every meeting keeps the membership active and more likely to come back next month to hear the next speaker.  A change in meeting location may bring in new prospective members to the meeting.  Moving to a more centralized location along a major highway or local landmark always helps people find where your meeting.  Putting the meeting time and location in the local paper has helped us bring in a few members.  This along with a post card reminder also helps keep your current membership aware of the meeting that week.  Do a memorial service or project that will get your camp in the paper.  An active camp increases membership and members are more likely to renew their membership because of the numerous activates.  I personally wear my lapel pin often and wait for someone to ask me about it.  At that time I tell them who we are, what we stand for, and what we do.  In the next issue I will briefly cover retention and will hopefully have a speaker list to send out.  If you need me please contact me.  I can only be at your disposal when I know what your needs are.


 


Deo Vindice,





Tom V. Strain Jr.


NE Brigade Commander


Alabama Division SCV
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General Stephen D. Lee’s


Charge to the


Sons of Confederate Veterans





“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will submit the vindication of the Cause for which we fought.  To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate Soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious and which your also cherish”.





Salute to the Confederate Flag





I Salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence, and undying devotion to the Cause for which it stands.





The Northeast Alabama Brigade Dispatch  is the official publication of the Northeast Alabama Brigade, Alabama Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans.  The views expressed in the publication are those of the editor. The editorial staff reserves the right to accept or reject any article or advertisement
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Athens, Alabama 35612


(256) 230-0255








	








�





�





	





Brigade Commander


Thomas V.  Strain, Jr.


19578 Riverside Street


Athens, Alabama 35611


(256) 232-4314
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